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Welcome

Thanks

This document presents a Summary
of the Oliver’s Battery Plan.

The Plan Team thank Steve Lincoln, Winchester City
Council (WCC) Community Planning Manager, for his
mentoring and support throughout this project. His
extensive experience and positive attitude have been
much appreciated.

There is a Full Report available, which provides a
wide-ranging overview of Oliver’s Battery and more
detail as to the creation of the Plan, the analysis of
consultation responses and the rationale behind the
Action Plan.

The Team also thank Wendy Hayward, who
volunteered to conduct the Focus Groups, advised
on the Questionnaire and its analysis and acted as a
‘critical friend’ throughout the project.

If you wish to view the Full Report on-line, it can be
found on the Oliver’s Battery Parish Council (PC)
website [https://oliversbattery.info/parish-plan/],
together with separate documents for the following:

The Team also thank other residents who have, at
various times, made their contributions as part of the
Plan Team.
The Team also thank the Distribution Group for their
invaluable help with the delivery and collection of the
Questionnaire and delivery of various leaflets and
other publications.

Focus Groups
Questionnaire Response Data
Previously Distributed Documents

The Team also thank WCC for their grant towards
printing costs of the Questionnaire.

Previously Published Articles
Alternatively, if you need a printed copy of the Full
Report, please request one from the PC Clerk
(email clerkoliversbattery@gmail.com or leave a
telephone message on 07443 622513).

The team also thank Hampshire County Councillor,
Jan Warwick, for her Councillor Grant towards the
printing costs of the final documents.
The Team also thank the PC for their on-going
support.
Finally, many thanks to all those who live and work
in Oliver’s Battery who have contributed to the
successful completion of this Plan.

The core Plan Team comprised:
Catherine Bartlett (Data Keeper, Demographics)
David Farthing with assistance from David
James

(Roads and Pavements, Travel and Transport)

Lucy Fleetham (Data Keeper)
Wendy Hayward (Focus Groups, Plan Summary)
David Kirkby (Facilities and Amenities)
Constance Leach (Communications, Plan Leader)
Nicholas Page (Travel and Transport, Synopsis)
Brian Shorter (Environment and Development)
Colin Stride (Community)
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Oliver’s Battery
Overview

What Is The
Plan?
The Oliver’s Battery Plan is a way of setting out
what local people would like for the community. It is
community-led, enabling residents to become involved
in, and contribute to, improving the social, economic,
environmental and cultural well-being of the local area
– for present and future residents.

The Full Report on the Plan
contains an Overview of Oliver’s
Battery, including the following:
History and Oliver Cromwell’s
Battery

It develops an evidence-based vision for the
community over the next decade, and an Action
Plan for achieving this vision which states how local
needs, desires and aspirations can be met using
the community’s own resources and working in
partnership with relevant organisations.

Geology
Demographics
St Mark’s Church

The Plan has been prepared by residents, supported
by WCC and the PC.

Primary School and Pre-School
The Recreation Ground
Wildlife Area and Yew Hill Butterfly
Reserve

The development of the Plan
involved the following activities:

Public Transport
Local Centre

Focus Groups

Current Groups

Launch Meeting
Consultations
Preparation, distribution and
collection of the Questionnaire –
73% of households responded
Data input and initial analysis
Key Messages Flyer
‘Work in Progress’ Public Meeting
and Flyer
Detailed work on the issues arising
from the data
Draft Abridged Plan distributed,
Public Meeting held
Feedback collated and analysed
Further data analysis
Meeting with shop keepers
Plan finalised
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What The
Community Said

What are the positives?
Households were asked to provide up
to three positives and there were over
1,500 responses in all, including:
Countryside – mentioned by over
two thirds of households
Peace and quiet – mentioned by
nearly half of households
Local shops; Neighbours/people;
Winchester; Transport links; Safety/
security – each mentioned by about
20% of households

What are the negatives?
Households were asked to provide up
to three negatives, and there were over
1,000 responses in all, including:
Junction of Oliver’s Battery Road
South/Badger Farm Road –
mentioned by well over
a third of households

The various forms of consultation carried out mean
that the Plan accurately reflects residents’ opinions,
with ideas and initiatives generated by the community.

Initial consultation via Focus Groups and
with local stakeholders identified clear
themes:

Local shops (various aspects) –
mentioned by almost a third of
households
Bus service – mentioned by under a
third of households

Community
Facilities and Amenities

Absence of facilities e.g. pub
(mentioned by 16% of households),
social/meeting facilities (mentioned
by 7% of households), Community
Centre (mentioned by 6% of
households)

Communications
Environment and Development
Roads and Pavements
Travel and Transport
These themes fed into the Questionnaire Survey,
where the high (73%) response rate gives confidence
that the actions generated in the Plan are grounded
firmly in local opinion.
Further consultations followed, testing opinion on the
emerging ideas and helping shape the final version of
the Plan.
Before describing the Action Plan which has emerged
from this process, here is a summary of responses
to two questions which brought together residents’
overall views about life in Oliver’s Battery.
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Some Early
Progress

Ten Key Messages from the
Consultation Data
1. Improving the junction of
Oliver’s Battery Road and
Badger Farm Road is the most
important issue for residents.

Some issues raised during the
consultation process have
already been addressed, often
volunteer-led. These include:

2. Residents value their peace
and quiet; they love the views,
the countryside and the easy
access to it.

Distribution of Information

3. The idea of development on
surrounding greenfield sites is
strongly resisted.

Social Evenings at the South
Winchester Golf Club
Film Evenings

4. A better bus service within
Oliver’s Battery (or equivalent)
is an important issue for some
sections of the community.

Café
Wild Flower Planting
Improvements to Footpaths

5. There is considerable concern
about parking at or near
the shops, particularly from
households that live in that part
of Oliver’s Battery.

New Equipment at the Recreation
Ground

6. Residents generally like
the shops, although their
appearance is in need of
improvement.

Access Road to the Recreation
Ground

The Road Junction
Traffic Speed

7. Parking, social drop-in spaces
and small rooms are the most
important in planning for
community facilities.
8. Although there appear to be
more younger children, there
are still many elderly residents,
the majority of whom live on
their own.
9. Almost a quarter of households
moved into Oliver’s Battery
between 2011 and 2016.
10. The children’s playground is
highly regarded.
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The Action
Plan

Suggested Points for Action
1		 PC to encourage Hampshire County Council
(HCC) and other landowners to improve
footpath maintenance with assistance from
volunteers.

Aims, Objectives, Suggested
Points For Action

2		 Residents to create more wildlife-friendly
gardens with assistance from Oliver’s Battery
Countryside Group (OBCG) and others.
Share information, expertise, etc., for example
newsletter, website, Facebook, talks, links to
schools, etc.
3		 Residents to reduce wastage of fruit and
vegetables from gardens. For example,
convene interested group of people to identify
potential, help harvest produce, advertise and
distribute. Consider making available to café.
4		 PC to encourage HCC to cut roadside verges
in a more wildlife-friendly manner, for
example Port Lane. OBCG to identify other
verges that could be maintained in a more
wildlife-friendly way.
5		 Residents to ensure their hedges and
trees adjacent to footpaths and bridleways
are maintained such that they are not
an impediment to users. PC to contact
landowners where issues are not the
responsibility of residents.

Aim 1.
To maintain the environment
valued by residents in and around
Oliver’s Battery

6		 PC to investigate potential of improving ‘Dark
Skies’ in Oliver’s Battery.

Objective 1a.
To involve residents in local environment
Oliver’s Battery contains a number of open spaces
and areas for wildlife, combined with easy access into
the countryside. The consultation responses strongly
identified ‘countryside’, ‘peace and quiet’, ‘access’ and
‘views’ as being valued highly. Efforts to maintain,
develop and secure the environment are thus of prime
importance to the community.

Objective 1b.
To improve control of development in and
around Oliver’s Battery
Consultation responses showed clearly that residents
were strongly against housebuilding on the open
spaces surrounding the existing built-up area.
Redevelopment of existing sites for single dwellings
was supported, but there was less clarity about what
sort of housing should be provided. Any development
must conform to national and district planning
policies and procedures and more effective ways of
influencing these need to be explored.

" Oliver’s Battery is special. In many ways it is
Winchester’s best kept secret. With its unique
location…"
" On the edge of town with marvellous
countryside and views to enjoy."
" Quiet, calm, peaceful… When people come to
my house, they can’t believe how quiet it is.
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There were comments on the poor maintenance
of pavements including overhanging hedges – but
maintenance of roads is faring better.
" The junction is very dangerous. Problems are
speed and volume of vehicles on Badger Farm
Road and also the narrow pavement (huge
lorries mounting pavement)."
" Cars often drive dangerously fast [in Oliver’s
Battery]."
" Older people often walk in the road to avoid
uneven pavements and overgrown hedges.
In doing so they become vulnerable."

" Brownfield sites are preferred. The large
open field and conservation area should be
protected."
" Oliver’s Battery has a great mix of families and
elderly - keep it! "

Suggested Points for Action

" Future development should be modest.
The road infrastructure can’t cope at the best
of times so any large planned extension of
housing in Oliver’s Battery should be resisted."

1		 PC to review impact of changes to junction
of Oliver’s Battery Road South and Badger
Farm Road after implementation and establish
with HCC and WCC what, if any, other
improvements are necessary.
2		 PC to continue to liaise with HCC and local
County and District Councillors to get a 30
mph speed limit on Badger Farm Road
between the Sainsbury’s and Pitt roundabouts.

Suggested Points for Action
1		 PC to investigate potential development
of Neighbourhood Plan with surrounding
parishes.

3		 PC to continue to liaise with HCC and local
County and District Councillors on best ways
to ensure 30 mph speed limit is not exceeded
within Oliver’s Battery, given HCC and Police
will not support a reduction to 20 mph.

2		 PC to investigate opportunities to remedy
shortfalls in accessible Open Spaces in
Oliver’s Battery.

4		 Residents to regularly bring to the attention
of HCC all locations where pavements and
roads surfaces are proving dangerous.
(Report issues at https://www.hants.gov.uk/
transport/roadmaintenance/roadproblems).

Aim 2.
To improve road safety

5		 Residents to ensure their hedges and trees
adjacent to pavements are maintained such
that they are not an impediment to users.
PC to contact landowners where issues are
not the responsibility of residents.

Objective 2a.
To improve road and pedestrian safety for
Oliver’s Battery residents
Responses to the questionnaire confirmed the
enormous concern felt by residents in relation to the
road junction – for drivers and for pedestrians.
In addition, the volume and speed of traffic on Badger
Farm Road was a cause of significant anxiety,
although HCC surveys have not supported a reduction
in the speed limit.
Within Oliver’s Battery, concerns were expressed
about the speed of vehicles but again HCC surveys
have not supported a reduction in the speed limit.
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Objective 2b.
To improve provision and control of
parking within Oliver’s Battery
The pressure on parking space at or near the shops
was a strong concern for residents, especially for
those who live in that vicinity. Concerns were also
expressed that the situation would further deteriorate
with the potential redevelopments behind the shops
and of St Mark’s. Other issues included parking on
pavements, on or near bends, near the school and
during caravan movements.
" Parking at or near the shops by people from
outside the area in order to use buses into the
city should not be permitted."
" Pavement parking is a major impediment to
pedestrians with pushchairs or those who rely
on sticks to aid their progress."
" Parking should not be allowed at or near bends,
especially at the corner of Oliver’s Battery Road
South and Old Kennels Lane."

Aim 3.
To improve local transport for
Oliver’s Battery residents

" Limited parking space at shop area is a
problem."

Suggested Points for Action

Objective 3a.
To improve local transport for Oliver’s
Battery residents

1		 Local businesses to investigate ways by
which parking provision at the shops can be
maximised. Parking area owners will need to
agree any changes.

Although car ownership in Oliver’s Battery is higher
than the UK average, there were still significant levels
of concern about public transport, with issues such as
the frequency and reliability of the bus service.

2		 PC to continue liaison with WCC in relation
to painting of new double yellow lining near
bends and junctions adversely affected by
parking along the bus route and repainting of
existing single yellow lining with double yellow
lining.

The No.63 bus was little used, reflecting that the
current service does not reflect needs. The No.5
bus was better used but with requests for increased
frequency in the evenings and at weekends. The level
of fares for families was also a negative.

3		 PC to investigate cost implication of
implementing residents’ and local businesses’
parking permits in areas of Oliver’s Battery.

Possible alternatives included community minibus and
lift share schemes.

4		 PC to liaise with Oliver’s Battery Primary
School and South View Caravan Park in
relation to parking concerns.

" More regular buses at least a shuttle service
to Badger Farm Road and Sainsbury’s from
Sunnydown Road, perhaps twice or three times
a day (Monday to Saturday)."

5		 PC to consider installing cycle racks at the
Recreation Ground.
6		 Residents to park on their drives where
possible and if not, park more considerately
on roads and also encourage visitors and
trades people etc. to do the same.

" Happy with No.5 service which is excellent."
" It is much cheaper to drive and park in town for
a family of four."
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" If there were a way of finding others in need of
a lift, e.g. to Sainsbury’s on an ad-hoc basis we
would be happy to help."

Suggested Points for Action
1		 Residents to form a Transport Group.
2		 Group to lobby MP, County and District
Councillors, Stagecoach for improvements in
bus services.
3		 Group to investigate community minibus
schemes, including liaising with Sainsbury’s
and Badger Farm Community Centre.
" The Battery and Rec are wonderful open
spaces."

4		 Group to investigate further development of
lift share schemes, in liaison with Winchester
Good Neighbours network and the Winchester
Live at Home scheme.

" Our family love the wide green, natural space
up to and around Yew Hill."
" More seating for parents watching children on
play equipment."

Suggested Point for Action
1		 The PC to review needs, costs, constraints,
funding, etc. for improvements at the
Recreation Ground and at Oliver Cromwell’s
Battery.

Objective 4b.
To support local shops, café and dentist

Aim 4.
To maintain, support and develop
facilities and amenities in Oliver’s
Battery

Consultation responses show that residents value
the fact that Oliver’s Battery has local shops and
businesses. Through the Questionnaire, residents
expressed concerns about the convenience store and
(then) café – but changes since then in relation to
the Post Office and new café have addressed some
of these concerns. Parking at the shops remains an
issue.

Objective 4a.
To support and develop open recreation
spaces

" Shop fronts could be improved."

The Recreation Ground, Wildlife Area and Yew Hill
Butterfly Reserve are all well used and valued by the
community, as are local footpaths and bridleways
giving access to the surrounding countryside.
However, Oliver’s Battery is still lacking in open
recreational space, and further improvements are
requested for the Recreation Ground.

" Local shops with parking are important."
" Retain post office at all costs."
" There is no point in adding facilities/amenities
until the parking problems are sorted."
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Suggested Points for Action
1		 Local shops and businesses to liaise more
closely with the aim of promoting relationships,
improving communication and resolving
shared issues.
2		 This ‘forum’ of local shops and businesses
would liaise with landlords and agents in
relation to a more efficient maintenance and
upkeep programme to improve appearance
of area.
3		 The PC to support the local shops and
businesses where appropriate regarding
improvements, for instance appearance
and parking.

Suggested Points for Action

Objective 4c.
To better utilise existing facilities for
indoor community, social and sporting
activities and clubs

1		 Communications Group (see Objective 5a) to
publicise existing facilities in newsletters.
2		 PC to publicise existing facilities on PC
website and Facebook.

Oliver’s Battery is fortunate in having a number of
different facilities for different purposes, although
Questionnaire responses revealed considerable
differences in usage rates. One factor limiting use
may be lack of knowledge of what and when activities
are available both in Oliver’s Battery and within a few
miles.

Objective 4d.
To analyse shortfall between identified
needs and required local provision
before planning any development of new
community facilities

" There is a nice golf club … which has a club
house open to non-players with bar and food
facilities."

The current proposal from the Oliver’s Battery
Community Centre Ltd (OBCC) for the redevelopment
of St Mark’s Church is an issue that has exposed
division within the community. Questionnaire
responses indicated that support was matched by
concerns. While firm opinions were expressed on
both sides, in general other issues more strongly
commanded residents’ interest.

" The facilities/amenities provided in Oliver’s
Battery should be integrated with those existing
in Badger Farm."
" There needs to be more publicity."

It was not appropriate to include a specific question
about the need for a new community centre without
the necessary context regarding, for example, cost,
funding, ownership, etc. However, when asked what
their requirements would be from such a facility,
residents focussed on parking, small meeting/function
rooms and a café/drop-in space.
Residents have access to a number of existing
venues in the vicinity for community activities.
It is clearly necessary to look in more depth and detail
at this issue, including all the options and implications
to meet any identified shortfall and need.
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" All the facilities required are now in place."
" The people who live here share no common
ground, apart from the fact that they live
here. They go elsewhere for work and leisure
activities."
" Parking essential in planning for community
facilities."
" Have to balance the wish list in this survey with
the actual needs of OB and the ability to fund
it - which are very different."
" Visual environment improvement - remove
overhead powerlines."

Suggested Points for Action

" Buses and taxis as we know them will be
declining in use in about five years’ time. The
future for urban transport is small, electric, selfdriving vehicles."

1		 The PC and OBCC to liaise on reconsidering
the current proposed redevelopment of St
Mark’s Church in the light of the Plan data.
2		 If significant funds are requested from
the PC, then the PC to facilitate further
consultation to ascertain whether the
majority of households support the proposed
redevelopment of the St Mark’s Church, in the
context of its design and facilities (including
parking), cost and funding, ownership and
financial viability, etc.

Suggested Points for Action
1		 The PC to liaise with suppliers to identify the
possible options and opportunities associated
with the local electricity network.
2		 PC to liaise with HCC and WCC to review
contingency planning.

Objective 4e.
To analyse shortfall between identified
needs and required provision of
electricity

Aim 5.
To develop sense of community
and involvement

This Objective has grown in significance since the
Questionnaire was completed, with advances in
energy provision, distribution, use and storage leading
to new options and opportunities – for example, the
envisaged switch to electric cars (including driverless
vehicles). This leads to concern about possible future
shortfalls in the electricity supply network.

The Questionnaire responses suggested a positive
view of the Oliver’s Battery community, in relation to
a ‘sense of belonging’, knowing ‘more than a handful
of people’ and not feeling ‘unsafe’ walking alone after
dark.

Objective 5a.
To increase awareness of what’s going on
in Oliver’s Battery
Most residents felt that communication of community
information was effective but there is always room
for improvement. There was a strong preference
for hard copy information, including newsletters and
noticeboards. However, the use of social media and
e-communications should not be underrated, and is
likely to increase over time. More co-ordination of
information and an efficient local delivery system were
also requested.
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" Quite like the community newsletters and feel
they are informative and help to make people
belong to the community and feel proud of our
neighbourhood."
" We have differing preferences, my partner
prefers electronic, I prefer hard copy."
" We need the ability for all members of the
community to feed back or offer ideas more
easily, like a noticeboard (real or electronic
based)."

Objective 5b.
To facilitate the setting up of new
community groups and supporting
existing community groups within
Oliver’s Battery

Suggested Points for Action
1		 Residents to form Communications Group.
2		 Group to publish an Oliver’s Battery
Newsletter with support from the PC where
appropriate.

The Questionnaire responses indicated relatively little
dissatisfaction with the existing range of community
groups and organised activities in Oliver’s Battery.
When asked for suggestions for additional groups,
clubs and social events, there was little clear
consensus – and evidence that some suggested
activities were already available in Oliver’s Battery
and that all popular activities were available at
existing facilities nearby. However, the success of
the new, residents-led Film Group suggests a model
for developing further community groups, including
activities for both younger and older residents,
supported by improved communication channels.

3		 Group to maintain and develop procedures
with Distribution Group of residents.
4		 Group to develop and maintain Social Media
for residents.
5		 PC to develop, update and maintain PC
website.
6		 PC to organise informal monthly Community
Forum.
7		 PC to lead on provision of Map Boards,
Access to the Countryside Leaflets and
improving Signposting.

" A simple gardening scheme to help the elderly
and disabled."

8		 PC to lead on provision of Community
Noticeboards.

" I would more likely attend a [baby and toddler]
group in OB as I would want to meet mums
local to me in OB. I feel there is no community
for very small children in OB."
" More provision for younger people needed after
school, team sports at the Rec.
" More provision for older people."
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Suggested Points for Action
1		 PC to appoint Councillor with responsibility for
community liaison.
2		 Community liaison Councillor to arrange
public meeting to explain proposals and
process for developing groups or clubs using
the Film Group model as an example.
3		 Volunteers to set up and run new local
groups and clubs, according to needs and
interests.

Objective 5c.
To maximise social interaction
opportunities for Oliver’s Battery
residents

Suggested Points for Action
1		 Residents, possibly via an informal Events
Group, to plan and arrange events and
activities with support from the PC where
appropriate.

The consultation data indicated residents’ desire for
the improvement and development of informal social
interaction. This can help build stronger bonds in the
community, help new residents feel welcome and work
against social isolation.

2		 Communications Group to help publicise
community events and activities with
support from the PC where appropriate.

While there is no obvious demand for a Residents’
Association, an informal Events Group might well be
of benefit in generating community social events.

3		 PC to promote social interaction
opportunities.

" Oliver’s Battery used to have a very active
communal life. It has declined and needs
renewal."
" There is no active community but there is a
sense of latent community."
" We as a household need to do more and get
involved."
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Battery.
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The photographs within the text take the reader
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