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News and information for the residents of Oliver’s Battery

JANUARY 2019

The OB-server? 
What’s this?
Welcome to the first edition of a new, local newsletter for the 
residents of Oliver’s Battery. This is direct outcome from the 
Oliver’s Battery Plan - residents expressed a wish for regular 
local news and information in a print format. 

This OB-server is financially supported by the Parish Council, but it 
is an independent publication, its intention is to present news and 
information from across the Oliver’s Battery community. 

I have agreed to edit the first year’s editions. These will appear around 
the start of each school term; hopefully someone else will be able to 
take this publication forward after that. It would also be good to publish 
The OB-server on-line; I’d need a volunteer to do that, though, I just 
don’t have the skills! 

AN EXPERIMENT
This edition is very much an experiment - I’m hoping that residents will want to get involved with this project, perhaps 
by writing an article, forwarding information about news or events, contributing a picture or photograph, or simply 
letting me know the kinds of things you would like to see appearing. Just make contact via the links above. 

Thanks already to the members of the Distribution Group, who are kindly delivering this, and thanks to Matt, at Mint 
Signs, for the great design, layout and printing. 

It would also be good to carry local advertising in The OB-server. If anyone had time to organise this aspect of the 
publication, it would help with costs. Again, just be in touch. 

We build our community with little steps, small activities and actions that allow us to get to know one another a little 
better, sharing experiences, the ups and downs, highs and lows of life here in our small corner of a busy world. 
There’s a lot happening already here in Oliver’s Battery - I hope that this publication can help residents to find out 
about and join in with what’s going on!

Connie Leach

Follow the contact links in the 
individual articles if you want to 
find out more, or contact Connie 
Leach, phone 07784 287 778 
and leave a message with your 
name and number, or email 
constanceleach154@gmail.com

If you want to contribute an article, 
photograph, or drawing, sell 
advertising space or get involved 
in any way with future editions 
of The OB-server, then please 
contact Connie Leach at the 
above contacts.

Get Involved - Take Part



Look on the Dentist’s wall, immediately next to the car 
park, and you will see our Community Public Access 
Defibrillator (CPAD).  

In the UK, around 30,000 people per year suffer an out-of-
hospital cardiac arrest. When someone has a cardiac arrest, 
their heart will often go into an odd rhythm which requires a 
measured electrical shock as quickly as possible to try and 
restore it to a normal rhythm. For every minute that a victim 
does not receive CPR and defibrillation, their chances of 
survival decrease by 10%. 

CPAD schemes play a vital role in saving many lives and give 
the public access to life-saving equipment. Anyone can use 
an Automated External Defibrillator (AED).

The South Central Ambulance Service runs training sessions 
for local residents, so that they can become familiar with how 
to operate an AED. Training, in a session for up to 20 people, 
takes around 90 minutes, it covers the Recovery Position and 
how to use a Defibrillator. 

The PC would like to organise one or more training sessions 
in Spring 2019, so that people can become confident in the 
use of the AED, and more likely to use it to help save a life.

Would you like some training on how to 
use it? 
If you are interested in coming along to a training session, 
at some stage in February or March, 2019, please could you 
contact Connie Leach (see contacts on front page). Please 
could you indicate your preferences - weekday or Saturday, 
and morning, afternoon or evening.

Thanks to the Oliver’s Battery Dental Surgery for allowing the 
installation of the CPAD on their wall.

Christmas Day 2018 saw the Thrive Café 
building on its success of its success 
the previous year. Amanda Ridgely with 
her friends and volunteers provided 
a full Christmas Lunch for around 25 
people, some from our community here 
in Oliver’s Battery and some from as far 
away as Southampton. Lifts to and from 
the event were provided by the company 
‘Driving Miss Daisy’. Guests were treated 
to a toothsome turkey from Barlows the 
Butchers with all the trimmings. A great 
time was had by all. 

Many thanks to Amanda and all her 
team - your part in the developing of our 
community here in Oliver’s Battery is very 
much appreciated. 

Christmas
at the

Thrive
Café Have you noticed 

the Defibrillator in 
Oliver’s Battery?
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A DARK
ADVENTURE
FOR THE 3RD

WINCHESTER
CITY

BROWNIES
CHRISTINE STRIDE

A lively group of around 20 young girls aged between 
7and 10 years of age meet regularly at St Mark’s Hall 
each Tuesday evening during term time (5.45-7.15). 
Kate Fletcher (Brown Owl) produces a programme 
of activities for the girls to participate in, ranging 
from craft, (often we have visiting adults to lead this), 
games and badge work, visiting speakers and outdoor 
adventures.  

Just before Christmas, the girls were taken onto the 
South Winchester Golf Course (thank you for their kind 
permission) in the dark! Some kind local residents, 
whose houses overlook the golf course, placed fairy 
lights in their gardens to create magical and secret 
pathways on and off the Golf Course. These were 
then navigated by the Brownies wielding their torches, 
searching to find the fiendishly well-hidden reflectors/
glow sticks. Once discovered, they led the girls to 
treasure and of course to their way home.  Everyone 
enjoyed the experience (adults included) and arrived 
back in time for a welcome drink of hot chocolate at 
Fluffy Owl’s house before parents came to collect 
them.

A full programme of activities is already lined up for this 
Spring Term. Do come and join us if you are interested. 
There are still some spaces!

Oliver’s Battery has a history stretching right back to Saxon times with the 
burial ground on the Battery.  Slightly less well known is the part that the 
Battery played in the First World War.  

During this time Oliver’s Battery, which up till then had just been 
pastureland, became a military camp on the outskirts of Winchester. 
A veterinary hospital then developed for horses going over to the Front. 
Texas Drive was named because of the American vets who were based in 
the Camp and this is right beside the modern day Recreation Ground.

To commemorate this link with the First World War, the Parish Council have 
been working with Fields in Trust to dedicate the Recreation Ground in the 
Centenary Fields programme.  This will ensure that this valuable green 
space is protected as a living remembrance to those who fought and lost 
their lives in World War I.  It will also secure the Recreation Ground in 
perpetuity for the local community.

It is hoped that we can have a celebration of this dedication in the summer 
of 2019 at the Recreation Ground itself. If you are interested in helping to 
organize this, please do get in touch (phone 07787 517 092 or email rebecca.
jhare@icloud.com). At the moment the general idea is some kind of barbeque, 
and activities for children, but other suggestions are most welcome.

OLIVER’S BATTERY RECREATION GROUND 
TO BECOME A CENTENARY FIELD
Rebecca Hare
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THE LARGE OPEN FIELD TAKES ON A NEW STATUS
The large open field at the southern end of Oliver’s Battery is now an ACV - but what does this mean for residents? 
The OB-server had a chat with Brian Mitchener, Chair of our Parish Council. Brian has been working on the ACV 
project for some while, and is pleased that Winchester City Council (WCC) has decided to list the field as an ACV.

 Brian, what exactly is an ACV?

 The provisions of the Localism Act 2011 give local 
groups a right to nominate a building or other land for 
listing by the local authority as an asset of community 
value (ACV). It can be listed if a principal use of the 
asset furthers their community’s social wellbeing or 
social interests (which include cultural, sporting or 
recreational interests) and is likely to do so in the future. 
When a listed asset is to be sold, local community 
groups will in many cases have a fairer chance to make 
a bid to buy it on the open market. 

 Why did the OBPC become interested in this   
 idea?

 The Oliver’s Battery Plan 2018 highlighted the fact 
that the most positive aspect of living in Oliver’s Battery, 
mentioned by 69% of households, was the countryside, 
including such aspects as the proximity, access and 
views. Over many years the community has used Texas 
Drive field for recreational purposes and so the Parish 
Council (PC) felt that it should exercise its rights under 
the Localism Act to highlight that fact by applying for it 
to be listed as an ACV.

 What did WCC ask for as evidence that the   
 large open field should be an ACV?

 The PC were required to provide evidence as 
to how the field furthered the social wellbeing and 
social interests of the local community. This was done 
by contacting a cross section of residents of Oliver’s 
Battery to establish their views as to how many people 
used the field, what activities they had witnessed in the 
field, the age range of users, how long the field had 
been used for, etc..

 What evidence did you find that OB residents   
 used the large open field? 

 The survey of residents established that many 
people, for a wide range of social activities that enhance 
health and wellbeing, used the field constantly during 
daylight hours. These activities included walking, dog 
walking, photography, wildlife watching, jogging, cycling 
and horse riding.
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Here are some comments that residents make about using 
the field and what it has meant to them;

“The perfect space for improving individual & community 
wellbeing in addition to the environmental benefits.”

“The open field and the Butterfly Reserve act as a green lung 
for the people of Oliver's Battery (and further afield perhaps), a 
place for people to enjoy on foot without having to get the car out 
first (important point), to stretch their legs and enjoy the fresh air 
with dogs, children and others”

“It is a wonderful resource on the SW edge of the city which 
is otherwise bounded by housing, busy roads and vast acres 
of inaccessible industrial farming land, which is full of Private 
and Keep Out notices. As such it must contribute greatly to the 
wellbeing of the people who walk there. It is also a home for 
skylarks, owls, orchids, butterflies and other rare and valuable 
wildlife which we are in danger of bringing to extinction by 
habitat destruction.”

“Part of the joy of living in OB is the easy access to open countryside and the benefit to my wellbeing is considerable. 
It’s the reason I use the field and surrounding countryside.  The views are outstanding, the wildlife and history are 
fascinating – it’s a major community resource.”

“People I meet are enjoying fresh air, open space and the views in a safe, tranquil, traffic-free area.  They value the 
natural state of the field and how it is left to grow naturally and how the landscape varies with the seasons as do the 
birds and wildlife that can been seen there.”

“It is an area where people are able to exercise, enjoy the fresh air and the views and often bump into others and stop 
for a chat. It is a bonus for people on their own to exchange a smile and a few friendly words.”

“It is a much appreciated asset for the people of OB to have 
on their doorstep.  One can quickly be among the lovely 
Hampshire hills, and start the green walking route from OB 
right into the heart of the city.  The ability to walk greenshod 
into town is a price above rubies.”

 So what might this all mean for us in the future? 

 It needs to be borne in mind that the listing of the field 
does not change its ownership. The field is still owned 
by a developer who is keen to build on the site. Most 
residents and the PC would like to see it retained as a 
recreational facility. By successfully applying for the field 
to be listed by WCC as an ACV, we have highlighted to 
the WCC Planning Department its recreational value to 
the local community.  Should the owners seek to submit 
a planning application for the field in the future, the ACV 
listing will assist the PC in opposing the application.

Should the field ever come up for sale, the PC would 
have the opportunity to consider making an offer to 
buy. If the developer had managed to get planning 
permission to build on the field then it is unlikely that the 
PC would be able to afford to buy it from the developer.  
However, if it was being offered as recreational land 
(because obtaining permission to build was proving 
impossible) and so its value was much lower, then the 
PC might be in a position to consider making an offer 
to buy.

 On a personal note, do you use the large open  
 field yourself? 

 I have lived on Oliver’s Battery since 1983. Since 
the field ceased being used for agricultural purpose over 
20 years ago, my family and I have enjoyed recreational 
use of the field on many occasions for walking (with and 
without a dog) and photographing butterflies.

Thanks, Brian, for telling us more about this 
valuable asset so close to our community.
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The questionnaire that was carried out as part of the 
preparation for the Oliver’s Battery Plan revealed that 
94% of households in the Battery have at least one 
car, and 11% have three or more cars.  These figures 
are well above the national average (79% and 7% 
respectively).  

There are nevertheless 6% of households with no 
car, and among those with a car a number of elderly 
and infirm people whose ability to drive is affected by 
health.  For some of these people, the walk up Old 
Kennels Lane to the 5 bus stop is no longer possible.

There are also those who would use a bus service 
through the Battery if it were regular, frequent, reliable 
and ran at times useful to them.  This number may 
increase if the forthcoming Winchester Movement 
Strategy includes measures to restrict car access to 
the city centre.  A congestion charge is a possibility.

Cllr Leach, Cllr Warwick and I recently met Peter 
Shelley, Head of Passenger Transport for Hampshire 
Council, and put forward the plan to divert one 5 an 
hour round the Battery (following the 63 route).  The 
bus in the first hour would be the service from the 
Bus Station to Badger Farm Sainsbury’s, and the in 
the next hour would be from Sainsbury’s to the Bus 
Station.  This suggestion met with a negative response 
from Stagecoach, arguing that it would disrupt the 
service and make it less attractive to users overall, 
and would entail using more buses on the service.  
We shall nevertheless pursue this suggestion.

We shall also pursue an idea being investigated by 
Hampshire County Council along the lines of the ‘First 
Mile’ experiment recently run in Bristol.  This was a 
feeder loop service which did not aim to duplicate 
services into the city centre but rather ran as a short-
hop shuttle service from an area with no through 
buses (in this instance Henleaze) to an adjacent road 
(Gloucester Road) which has a good bus service into 
town.  There is a parallel here with Oliver’s Battery 
that deserves further investigation.  Other possible 
ideas are a  service like The Meon Valley ‘96’ Minibus 
service, run by Hampshire Community Transport, or 
a volunteer-run OB minibus.

A first step is to establish what support there 
might be for improvements to the bus service 
through Oliver’s Battery.  If there are enough 
potential users, we may make progress.  My 
initial plan is to set up an informal discussion 
group to exchange ideas.  If you are a bus user 
or a potential bus user and would be interested in 
contributing to such a group please contact me at 
nicholaspage24@gmail.com or 01962 867003.  Let 
us see what we can do!

BUSES IN 
OLIVER’S 
BATTERY

Nick Page

 
The only bus to run through Oliver’s Battery is 
the 63.  The service is financially supported by 
Hampshire County Council.  As part of the 2018/19 
expenditure cuts, the service will be reduced from 
three days a week to two days a week.  With effect 
from 18 February 2019, the 63 will run on Monday and 
Thursday.  There will be three buses on these days 
from Winchester Bus Station to Sunnydown Road, 
leaving the Bus Station at 11.15, 12.40 and 13.55.  
There are three services a day from Sunnydown 
Road to Winchester Bus Station (10.15, 11.48, and 
13.05) and two services a day from Sunnydown 
Road to Badger Farm Sainsbury’s (11.36 and 13.05). 

This is a very skeletal service for a community of some 
700 households.  It does not run early in the morning 
for people going to work, school or college, or in the 
evening for those people coming home.  You have to 
be a dedicated bus user to take the 63, and be willing 
to some extent to shape your day round the service.  
Most people in Oliver’s Battery do not bother to use this 
service and prefer the convenience of their car.  Some 
long term residents are even unaware of its existence.
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BRIEF NEWS FROM YOUR LOCAL CHURCH - 
ST MARK’S, OLIVER’S BATTERY 
Jane Bates and Barry Trewinnard

FAMILY EVENTS AT ST MARK’S
IN 2019  

27th January Christingle Service (Make your  
 own Christingle)

24th February Generosity Challenge - Turning  
 Lent on its head

24th March “Thank you” – Games, Crafts and  
 activities

14th April Palm Sunday Walk to the OB   
 wildlife garden with 
 Mr Jolly the donkey

19th May Power to live - a fresh look at   
 Pentecost with Games, Crafts and  
 activities 

23rd June God’s House - Bounce on the   
 bouncy Winchester Cathedral and  
 have some outdoor fun on the   
 Battery

21st July Abundant Life – BBQ with Games,  
 Crafts and activities

25th August Picnic in the OB Wildlife Garden

22nd September Harvest Festival and Supper with  
 Live Entertainment

27th October Let there be light - Games, Crafts  
 and activities

24th November Jesus is coming - Advent themed  
 Games, Crafts and activities 

24th December Crib Service on Christmas Eve

 
Do check local posters and website for further details. 
www.stlukeswinchester.co.uk/st-marks-family-event

SERVICES AT ST MARK’S
St Mark’s church, Oliver’s Battery, is thriving, with both 
new and long-established services taking place regularly.  
Every Sunday at 8 am there is Holy Communion for the 
early birds, and once a month Evening prayer at 18.30.

At 10.00 on the first and third Sundays of the month 
there is a lively informal service for all ages, led by our 
new ordinand (trainee vicar), Marianne Foster. 

MONTHLY FAMILY EVENTS AT  
ST MARK’S
There is also a programme of events which take place 
monthly on a Sunday afternoon from 15.30 – 1700. 
These are family-friendly and usually include crafts for 
the children, with games and puzzles, followed by a 
short time of worship. There is always a different theme; 
last year Mr Jolly the donkey led our Palm Sunday 
procession from the church to the Wildlife Conservation 
Area - and he wants to come back in 2019, so look out 
for him in April.  We enjoyed a harvest meal together 
in September, and summer picnics on the Battery 
earthworks.  In December we put on the annual Crib 
Service on Christmas Eve. 

FAIRTRADE AT ST MARK’S
St Luke’s and St Mark’s is a Fairtrade parish, church 
members Angela Cowans and Rosemary Dunhill lead 
this initiative for us. Farmers and workers in developing 
world countries frequently get a raw deal in the world 
of globalisation, with poor working conditions and low 
prices. We can collude with this by buying cheaply, or 
we can act against it by buying fairly traded items, and 
especially those carrying the Fairtrade Mark. Fairtrade 
relates to justice, not charity.

Fairly traded items are used at St Mark’s wherever 
possible – in beverages served at church events, even 
in the wine at the communion service. A wide range of 
Fairtrade food items is available at a monthly stall at St 
Mark’s after the 8.00 am Sunday service and at other 
events. There are catalogues at the church showing 
Traidcraft’s wide range of goods - far more here than just 
food, and some great potential presents. We can order 
any of these for you; just contact Angela on 864432 or 
angelacowans@gmail.com. On Saturday 9th March we 
will be holding our annual Fair Trade Fortnight Big Brew 
coffee morning at St Mark’s. 

See the parish magazine, available at the church, for 
more Fair Trade news.
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Oliver’s Battery is a community 
where people like to look out for one 
another. Perhaps during this coming 

year, we could consider getting involved in this worthwhile 
organisation, even just for a few hours a week...

HEDGEHOG STREETS
We know that the numbers of hedgehogs are dwindling 
and you may wonder what you can do about it.  If you 
visit the website https://www.hedgehogstreet.org you 
will see.  

Hedgehogs travel around one mile every night through 
our parks and gardens in their quest to find enough food 
and a mate. If you have an enclosed garden you might 
be getting in the way of their plans.  We now know that 
one of the main reasons why hedgehogs are declining 
in Britain is because our fences and walls are becoming 
more and more secure, reducing the amount of land 
available to them.

We can make their life a little easier by removing the 
barriers within our control – for example, by making 
holes in or under our garden fences and walls for them 
to pass through.  All that is suggested is creating DIY 
‘Hedgehog Highways’.

13cm by 13cm is sufficient for any hedgehog to pass 
through. This will be too small for nearly all pets.  Simple!  
If you feel really keen, you can join the 'Hedgehog 
Highway' on the website.

It’s a Good Neighbourhood Scheme

Just over ten years ago a new small care group with six 
volunteers started up in Oliver’s Battery. Their aim was 
to give neighbourly assistance to people within their 
immediate area. When established, the group attracted 
attention from a number of like–minded people from the 
areas surrounding Winchester. Volunteers have been 
drawn from Winnall, Teg Down, Harestock, City Centre 
and South Wonston.

The Winchester Good Neighbour team has one 
centralised alert system, so that when requests for 
neighbourly tasks are received they come through a 
central citywide telephone number. 

All of the Hampshire teams, and there are over 120, 
are well supported by the Good Neighbours Support 
Services, which provide training and information on the 
Good Neighbours ways of working.

When the Winchester group initially started out they 
offered help in a variety of ways, including:

Shopping for extras, collecting prescriptions, 
befriending, changing light bulbs, collecting library 
books and occasionally hospital appointments. 

This next article comes from our Conservation Group and is illustrated by local artist, Wendy Bramall. 

In the last few years however, since funding for public 
services has been under pressure, the group’s priorities 
have undergone a significant change; many of the 
requests are now centred on providing transport to 
medical and hospital appointments. 

In addition to the overall strategy to increase the 
number of clients being supported across Winchester, 
it is aimed to reinforce each area with new volunteers. 
Your contribution of a few hours a month would make all 
the difference to those who rarely venture outside their 
front doors.

If you would like to give a helping hand we would be 
delighted to hear from you.

Please call us on 08450 948 946, our Duty Coordinator 
will be delighted to answer any of your questions and 
explain how you can become a member of this vital 
service to your neighbours.

In this article, Lou Lewis, leader of the Winchester Good Neighbours, explains how the organisation grew from just 
ten people in Oliver’s Battery to cover the whole of Winchester. A remarkable achievement.

GOOD NEIGHBOURS IN OLIVER’S BATTERY 
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MIXING AND 
MINGLING - 
THERE’S A LOT OF 
IT ABOUT! 
Most residents think that Oliver’s Battery is a 
friendly place to live, where people tend to look out 
for one another. This happens informally a lot of 
the time, we meet in the street, on the bus (when 
we can find one!) and at the shops. There are other 
occasions also, and it’s surprising how many, when 
residents can mix, mingle and socialise. 

Here’s a sample of some of the times and places where 
the people of Oliver’s Battery can catch up with old 
friends and make some new ones along the way. 

GOLF CLUB SUPPER EVENINGS 
The South Winchester Golf Club is a welcoming venue 
for Oliver’s Battery residents once a month, from 6.30 
pm to 9 pm. In summer the terrace has a wonderful view 
down the valley, and in winter the huge log fire provides 
a cosy focus. There are meals available (last orders 
7pm), or you can simply drop in for a drink and a chat. 
It’s a great opportunity to catch up with old friends and 
equally, to make some new ones. Quite a few people 
walk across the golf course itself from the footpath at 
the southern end of Treble Close, or there is plenty of 
parking. If you would like to come along and need a lift, 
please get in touch with Connie Leach (contacts on the 
front page).

Here are the dates for the next few months. We 
generally seem to meet around the third Thursday - 
24th January, 21st February, 21st March, and 18th 
April. Hope to see you there! 

CAFE FRIDAYS
This is a new venture, it started in December at the Thrive 
Café with a successful Quiz Night. Amanda Ridgely at 
the cafe and local resident, Lloyd Brammer, dreamed 
up the idea of a sociable night for local residents, at 
the end of the working week. Their rationale was that 
working people don’t have a lot of time to socialise 
during the week, and that weekends were often busy 
with family activities, so Friday was thought to be a 
good night for working people. 

The first event was a Quiz Night. This was so successful 
that they are repeating this formula for the next session 
on Friday February 1st at 7.00 pm. Further Friday 
evening suggestions such as a Tapas evening and 
musical sessions are also currently being investigated. 
Hopefully, the time and the venue will also encourage 
some of our newer residents to come along and get 
to know one another, building another element in our 
community. 

MEET UP FOR A CHAT - THE 
TUESDAY GROUP
The Thrive Café is also hosting a drop-in community 
session on the second Tuesday morning of the month 
at 11.am. The Tuesday Group is particularly aimed at 
the over 50s, it is for people who want to get together to 
converse in a relaxed and casual way, to connect with 
others in the community and to make some new friends 
and acquaintances. These sessions have been running 
for a couple of months now, and provide an opportunity 
for cheerful and relaxed conversations. Just sit down 
at the long table in the café and join in the discussion!

The dates for the next few months are Tuesday 12th 
February, Tuesday March 12th and Tuesday April 14th. 

POPPINS @ ST MARK’S FOR 
COFFEE ON THURSDAYS
The Poppin group has been running for over 10 years 
at St. Mark’s Church Hall and meets from 10.30am - 
11.15am every Thursday throughout the year - the 
only time it's not happened is on Election Day. Come 
along and meet new friends and not so new friends, 
chat, have coffee, and enjoy the company of others. 
Everyone is welcome. It is the place to be on a Thursday 
morning. A community bookcase is located in the foyer 
of St Mark’s Church. Please feel free to borrow books 
and return them when finished. This is our way of 
providing a service that the community has lost with the 
Library service

THE BATTERY CLUB
The Battery Club, for Senior Citizens, meets at 
St. Mark's Church, Oliver’s Battery on alternate 
Wednesdays from 2.00pm – 4.00pm and the cost 
is just £2 per meeting. The Club runs an interesting 
programme of events and activities throughout the year. 
It is an opportunity for our older citizens to get together 
and enjoy a sociable afternoon. For further information 
please contact Doreen Morris Tel 861082.
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SHARE YOUR VIEWS WITH A 
PARISH COUNCILLOR AT THE 
THRIVE CAFE
Once a month, in the café, after 2 pm, you will 
find a member of the Parish Council, ready to 
listen and to talk over any concerns or issues 
raised by residents. This casual drop-n session 
is an outcome of the Oliver’s Battery Plan, with 
the aim of developing communication between 
the Parish Council and the people who live in 
Oliver’s Battery. 

If you have an issue to raise, or want further 
explanation of things that might be happening 
locally, then do drop in and have a chat. Parish 
Councillors will be taking turns to meet residents, 
but here are the dates and times over the next 
six months when one will be available: -

Saturday 26th January after 2pm

Wednesday 27th February after 2pm

Saturday 30th March after 2pm

Wednesday 24th April after 2pm

Saturday 25th May after 2pm

Wednesday 26th June after 2pm  

THE OLIVER’S BATTERY WI 
GROUP
Ladies of Oliver’s Battery and surrounding 
areas meet every 3rd Monday of the month at 
St Peter’s School Hall (Oliver‘s Battery Road 
North) at 7.45-9.30pm.  The next meeting is 
Monday 21st January during which members 
will show case their memories and skills; then 
later in February we have a professional singer 
visiting. Please come and join us for an evening 
with no obligation or contact Barbi Colson for 
further information barbicolson1963@gmail.com.

 
Altogether, it seems that there is quite a lot 
going on in Oliver’s Battery, but if you want 
to publicise an activity or event, then please 
get in touch (constanceleach154@gmail.com, 
07784 287 778), so that we can include it in 
our next edition.

Connie Leach

Oliver's Battery 
Community 
Film Nights
 In association with Hampshire Moviola

Do you like watching films? Would you 
like sharing film evenings with friends and 
neighbours in a venue very close to you? 
If you haven’t heard about us, or haven’t 
spotted our bright yellow posters, then 
perhaps you’re missing something! 
OB Film Nights have been running for two years, now 
based in St Mark's Church. The idea for local film 
evenings came from conversations between a group 
of neighbours, discussing ideas arising from the Parish 
Plan. We thought community film evenings might be a 
fun and inexpensive way of bringing people together. 
So Oliver’s Battery Film Nights were born. The first film 
was shown in January 2017, and we’ve been running 
monthly ever since, organized by the same group of 
volunteers. We’ve been surprised, and charmed by the 
success of our film evenings, with average audiences 
of 45 people. However, our two most popular shows 
- 'Finding Your Feet' (May 2018), and 'The Guernsey 
Potato Peel Pie Society' (September 18) both attracted 
70 people, so there are some serious film lovers 
amongst us.

HOW IT WORKS
Ticket prices are £6, set as low as possible, to just 
cover costs; we don’t receive any ongoing money 
from other sources. For equipment and films, we use 
Moviola -  a UK-wide charity affiliated to the BFI, whose 
aim is to encourage and support film- going nationwide, 
particularly in rural neighbourhoods a long way from 
commercial cinemas. Their website shows how far 
afield some of these film clubs are, and the range of 
venues that people find, in which to show films.  
https://www.moviola.org

If you’ve been to our film nights, you’ll have spotted 
our long-suffering projectionist Brian. Moviola provides 
his valuable services, plus the projection equipment, 
films and the licence. It’s worth knowing that copyright 
law means that all public film shows need licences, for 
which we have to pay. We can’t just show a DVD from 
our own collection! This can affect the choice of films to 
be shown, since not all films have screening licences in 
the UK, and we have to pick from Moviola’s list. But that 
list is very long. Which leads us on to……
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HOW WE CHOOSE THE FILMS
People often ask this; it’s actually the most difficult task 
in running the Film Nights. Three times a year, Moviola 
sends a DVD of trailers from which to choose. The 
most recent had 37 titles on it! They range widely, from 
commercial blockbusters, which may have recently 
been shown in cinemas, to more rare films from the back 
catalogue. We watch all the trailers as a group, scoring 
the films 1 – 5, which we then use to help make the final 
choice. We also consider what films were popular in the 
last season, aiming for a balance of film types, to suit a 
range of tastes in our audience– contemporary British 
drama, stories based on true life, musicals, action, 
Hollywood blockbusters, etc.. This has become slightly 
easier now we’ve been running for some time and can 
judge our audience a little better. However, some less 
well-known films have been surprisingly popular, for 
example 'Maudie', which was unknown to the film group 
before we saw the trailer. Its unusual and dramatic 
setting, Novia Scotia, and story about little-known (to UK 
audiences perhaps) artist Maude Lewis, made a very 
big impact on our OB audience. So we’ve learnt that 
it’s worth trying something new which perhaps people 
haven’t spotted in the commercial cinema releases.

OUR VENUE
We started in the OB school hall – big space, plenty 
of room for all, ease of access and the school had 
projection equipment. However, in September 2017 
the school hall closed for renovation and we relocated 
to St Mark's Church, which had no equipment of any 
sort, hence our use of Moviola. Since then, we’ve 
received two grants (one from the Bags of Help charity, 
which gives out money collected through Tesco’s sale 
of plastic bags; the second from our local Councillor) 
which has helped us buy our own large screen. It’s 
surprising how much having good equipment can 
make to the enjoyment of the films so we work hard to 
provide a high quality viewing and sound experience 
for everyone. However, St Mark's is smaller than the 
school hall, and it means that sometimes people have 
to sit quite close together. This has the positive effect of 
promoting friendliness, but unfortunately once we had 
to turn a few people away because the hall was full, 
which was very disappointing.

OUR AUDIENCES
Our original and continuing aim was to provide a monthly 
social event for people of all ages and we’re very 
pleased and occasionally amazed that so many people 
have turned out, even on the coldest nights, to share 
a film with neighbours and friends. We’re encouraged 
by the fact that people feel comfortable coming on their 
own, something which perhaps might not happen at the 
Everyman in town or the Vue at Eastleigh. It’s good to 
see so many people in the older age group among our 
audiences.

OUR PLANS FOR THE FUTURE
Our move away from the school was, we thought, 
temporary. However, at the time of writing, we’re not 
sure whether a return there is possible. The church has 
made us very welcome, and we’re working on ways to 
accommodate a larger audience rather more easily. 
In the meantime, we have a excellent Spring season 
of films planned, details below. Please come and see 
a film with us! We have a very friendly audience – all 
are welcome, hot and cold soft drinks, and excellent 
ice creams, are on sale. Information about the films 
is distributed monthly to our email list – contact us 
(OBcommunityfilmnights@gmail.com) if you’d like 
to add your name. You should have received a flyer 
through your letterbox recently, but if that got swept 
away in the New Year clear out, our forthcoming 
programme is overleaf.

Occasionally we need help serving refreshments, 
organizing the raffle etc., so if you’d like to come and 
help, please email us at the same address. There’s no 
long term commitment though.

We are the Oliver’s Battery Community Film Nights 
team:

Chris and Colin Stride, Jan and David Higgins, Janet 
and Ivan Arnold, Linda Hawkins, Madeleine and Nick 
Page and Rebecca Hare, with additional help from 
Helen Barlass and Claire Cooper, for which we are 
most grateful.

That’s all folks and see you at the next movie!
See the 2019 Spring season listings overleaf ►
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The OB-server
News and information for the residents of Oliver’s Battery

LOOK OUT FOR OUR NEXT ISSUE DUE 

April 2019

OLIVER’S BATTERY COMMUNITY FILM NIGHTS 
SPRING SEASON JANUARY – APRIL 2019

at St Mark’s Church, Oliver’s Battery Road South SO22 4EZ.
Doors open for refreshments 7pm; short film 7.30pm; main feature 8pm.

Tickets £6 on the door, no concessions, no advanced booking, wheelchair accessible.
BRING A CUSHION  Considerate parking please in local streets.

Wednesday 30th January: ‘Mamma Mia! Here we go again’ 2018; PG 115 mins
Comedy, musical romance, starring Amanda Seyfried, Julie Walters, Colin Firth and Lily James

A perfectly titled sequel to the original – full of colour, energy and Abba’s songs, all set on a sunny Greek island. 
You may think that musicals aren’t for you - but try this one for a joyous way to lighten up a dark winter’s evening!

Wednesday 27th February: ‘The Children Act’ 2018; 12A 105 mins
Drama, based on the novel by Ian McEwan, starring Emma Thompson and Stanley Tucci

A moving contemporary drama, beautifully acted and directed – Thompson is amazing as a high court judge 
facing a moral dilemma when, for religious reasons, parents refuse medical treatment for their child. 

Wednesday 27th March: ‘First Man’ 2018; 12A 141 mins
Biography, drama, starring Ryan Gosling and Claire Foy

Covering the years 1961 – 1969, the film is a visually ravishing telling of the amazing story of NASA’s successful 
project to put a man on the moon by the end of the decade. 

Wednesday 24th April ‘A Star is Born’ 2018; 15 136 mins
Drama, musical romance, starring Lady Gaga and Bradley Cooper 

An iconic see-saw love story: grizzled musical performer Jackson Maine (Cooper) falls for ingénue singer Ally (Gaga). 
As her career prospers, his falters. A beautiful updating of a story that has been filmed 3 times already.

Find us on www.moviola.org and www.facebook.com/Olivers Battery Parish Council film night

Email OBcommunityfilmnights@gmail.com to add yourself to our monthly mailing list.

OB Community Film Nights are non-profit making, independent, run by local volunteers. 
We aim to bring neighbours and friends together for entertaining film evenings.


