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Get Involved - Take Part
SPRING ARRIVES IN 
OLIVER'S BATTERY
After a long and dreary winter, the signs of spring 
are noticeable all around Oliver’s Battery.  Bare 
trees are showing a pinky-brown flush of buds, 
before sprouting bright green leaves, while pale 
blossom is appearing in the hedgerows. What 
better time of year, then, to get out and about in the 
beautiful countryside that surrounds our little settlement.    

This second edition of The OB-server features our very 
own Great Outdoors - the Recreation Ground (Rec), 
the field, the footpaths and by-ways and the South 
Winchester Golf course. Residents share memories, 

experiences, and we learn of new developments 
at the Rec, while Wendy Bramall, our local artist 
and illustrator, records the birds, flowers and bees 

she notices on a walk with her sketchbook. And 
thanks to Matt, at Mint signs, for all his lovely work on 
the layout and printing.

ASSET OF COMMUNITY VALUE - FIELD UNDER THREAT?
In our last edition of The OB-server, we learned that Winchester City Council (WCC) has listed the large open field at 
the southern end of Oliver’s Battery as an Asset of Community Value (ACV). 

The owner of the field has contested this decision, and has requested that an Appeal be heard at a First-Tier Tribunal. 
He contests evidence of usage which was presented by the PC in a ‘snapshot’ survey and maintains that use of the 
field is almost entirely around the perimeter using the Public Rights of Way. 

The Parish Council is now organising its response to the Appeal and the submission to the First-Tier Tribunal is due 
by 9 May 2019. It would be very helpful if you could urgently provide me with photographs of people walking, 
running, cycling, riding etc across the field, as well as photographs of birds, flowers, butterflies etc taken 
from within the field, to help demonstrate the actual current use of the field furthers the social wellbeing and 
social interests of the local community. Just send them to the email address above.

Connie Leach, Editor.



 Tell us about the latest play equipment. Why 
“Vikings and the Saxon Noble King”?

 There is a strong historical context of Saxons and 
Vikings in Winchester, the then capital of England, and in 
Oliver’s Battery itself.  On the Battery we have the grave 
of the Saxon warrior, buried with his treasures, and nearby 
is the more gruesome Saxon execution site, complete with 
skeletons in chains! 

When we needed new play equipment at the Recreation 
Ground for younger children, we thought we could do better 
than just provide apparatus – we wanted the children to 
learn about King Alfred and our local history. We wanted 
to give them opportunities for telling stories and using their 
imaginations when playing together.

We now have a Viking ship, complete with flag and shields, 
and two Saxon forts, each with a shield attached. Our 
primary school children chose the name ‘Storm Chaser’ 
for the Viking ship. The design on the plaques on the 
Saxon forts came from the decorated bowl found in the 
Saxon warrior’s grave.

 What further developments would you like to see 
at the Recreation Ground - What is your ‘Vision for the 
Rec.’?

 We clearly see from the Oliver’s Battery Plan and 
from consistent feedback from local residents that there 
is a need/desire for a cross-demographic social getting 
together. Many people want to get to know their neighbours 
and to find other like-minded people locally. 

As King Alfred might have told us - openness to diversity 
and different perspectives were well-known Saxon values! 
Oliver’s Battery has an exceptional pool of talents across 
various areas of life (sport, culture, art, interests, etc.) I 
believe it a waste of resources not to capitalise and share 
these assets across residents, and further.

In this edition, we meet another of our Parish Councillors, Fab de Liberali. Fab is using his expertise, interests 
and passion to drive forward some interesting work on the Recreation Ground (the Rec).
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 Fab, what do you love about living in Oliver’s 
Battery?

 My family and I love living here. We have lived in 
Winchester since 2006 when we moved to the UK.  We 
came to Oliver’s Battery in 2013. It’s a fabulous location 
with quick access to the town centre, the railway station, 
the motorway and the countryside. The primary and 
secondary schools are outstanding and, as our 3 daughters 
have been living in the UK since they were born, we now 
feel this place is our home.

 Why do you think that Oliver’s Battery is such a 
good place for families with younger children?

 It’s a safe neighbourhood and there is a lot of green 
space around. The schools are in walking distance, the 
children can walk to their friends and often play together at 
the Rec. 

 So, are you following up your interests in your 
work on the Parish Council?

 Yes, Leading people outdoors and sharing together 
the outdoor experience is the prime motivation for my 
adventures. I was born in the Dolomites in Italy and I 
have been leading friends outdoors since I was ten years 
old. Since I moved to the UK I have done less skiing 
and climbing but a lot more Mountain Biking … I love to 
wander outdoor for hours, if not days, with old and new 
friends. I always come back with a big smile on my face. 
It’s like being back in the Alps every ride, and the UK 
offers so much! I believe Winchester is a superb location 
for adventures outdoors and you quickly reach the best 
national parks in the South of England.

I’m trying to support more accessibility to our outdoor 
resources including at the Rec in my work at the Parish 
Council, as I believe being out together can really create 
a common purpose and sense of belonging to one of the 
best places in England.
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What we are missing is an easily accessible get-together 
area where people can share their ideas and interests 
and help create a community around them. We noticed 
that the Thrive Café has already developed an interesting 
community based around the café and I believe there is so 
much more we can similarly trigger in our community. For 
me, the place to do this is the Recreation Ground. 

The Rec has been a huge success for young children and 
families for many years, and recently the kids’ area play 
equipment investment has paid off significantly in terms 
of encouraging a consistent presence of young families. 
Their feedback is that they are enthusiastic about using 
our facilities, they are consistently mentioned as some of 
the best in Winchester.

However, with more use, more needs and issues are 
emerging. As the weather improves, we have regular 
instances of anti-social behaviour on the Rec and 
vandalism of the play equipment. I have been wondering 
how we can tackle this, all of us together and still maintain 
and further develop the assets we have at the Rec. 
Certainly, the need for a local toilet facility at the Rec has 
emerged as a priority. However, how could we maintain 
this free of vandalism for any length of time? We need to 
encourage all residents to get involved and take long-term 
responsibility for this wonderful asset that is our Rec.  

And here it came to me that we should go further with 
the development of the Rec. We should target a wider 
demographic and have a stronger, wider community of 
interests converging at the Rec to maintain its value over 
a number of years. By doing that we also answer some of 
the needs/desires identified in the Plan. So, the idea is to 
together build a medium to long term vision that can 
deliver against the needs/desires related to social getting-
together and sporting activities. 

One of the first additional improvements we are making 
are the first pieces of adult fitness equipment and a 
number of additional bins and benches. We also started 
marking the trail/walk around the Rec in the grass. I was 
surprised and pleased that even if not yet clearly marked, 
young kids are already beginning to use it to develop basic 
cycling skills.

 How can residents get involved with developing 
these ideas?

 Local residents must be involved by giving us feedback 
on their needs. I believe that by encouraging a dialogue 
aimed at creating a healthier and wider demographic use 
we will be able to satisfy the needs/desires of the majority 
of local residents as well as look after our Rec into the 
future. 

 So what’s “The Saxon Trail”?

 This is a fixed distance trail (500m) which allows 
people to get even more enjoyment from our facility by 
providing a route around the Rec. This is achieved cost-
effectively just by cutting the grass to mark out the route. 
The corner beyond the tennis court has probably the best 
view of all - and we are installing a bench there.

By having this facility, we can teach determination and 
persistence (more Saxon values!) to our kids by committing 
them to do 2 or more loops with their bikes or by running it. 
The same is valid for our older population who might want 
a more active lifestyle, building up their fitness by walking 
a measured distance. 

By doing a 500m loop we can encourage a wider population 
to go out and do their healthy daily exercise. For example: 
walking 2 loops (one km) and do 2 series of 10 step ups on 
one of the pieces of fitness equipment.

We will be monitoring the use of this new addition to our 
Rec as we have done for the kids play equipment, and we 
will be investing further when we see the results.

Thanks, Fab, for sharing your ideas with us. 
If you want to give Fab feedback on any aspect of how 
the Rec is developing, do please get in touch. Follow 
the contacts on the front page of the OB-server and 
I will pass the messages to Fab, who will get in touch 
with you. Ed.



Early Days at 
the Rec...
Ivan and Janet Arnold

Ivan and Janet Arnold remember how the Rec originally 
came to Oliver’s Battery and thanks to Wendy Bramall 
for the illustrations...
We moved from Surrey suburbia to Oliver’s Battery in 
1969 with our daughter of 7 months. In those days we had 
the energy to push a pushchair up to Yew Hill and enjoy 
picnics and the marvellous views. More pertinent was the 
fact that within the small cul-de-sac of Partridge Down 
there were soon 33 children in 16 houses!

In the early 1970’s the OB Parish Council Treasurer was a 
chap called Bill Popp. He realised the changing age profile 
and pushed hard, against some resistance, for the PC to 
provide a Recreation Ground.

All the flat areas in the Battery had gone for housing, but 
eventually a large area was offered, now the Recreation 
Ground. It was a real community effort to prepare it for 
use. A local man, David Pike, offered the use of machinery 
to flatten the land as far as feasible and to till it for grass 
seed. There were many weekends and evenings when 
families picked up stones from the ground to make the 
area safe for the football pitches. Long chains of people 
passed buckets full of stones to make the mound you can 
see in the children’s play area. 

A number of Dads ran and trained football teams. Many 
teams were formed, entering different leagues with some 
success. During the summer, barbecues were held and 
Bonfire nights were an autumn highlight. Everyone brought 
along wood to burn. 
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I wanted to challenge myself. So 
I thought of places I could walk to. 
Like the barbers and Thrive cafe. But 
I wanted to do more. So I decided 
to set myself a task. Walking to the 
place where I had always run. The 
lovely fields and the Rec. So off I 
set, complete with water bottle, good 
safe shoes and the willingness to 
trek.

I waited for a sunny day for my first 
outing to a place I'd never thought I'd 
ever see again ….

“ ….. I used to be the ‘social 
butterfly’, jet-setting to New York and 
Los Angeles mostly, a black belt in 
karate, the singing, happy fellow, 
husband of a truly wonderful woman, 
and father to two beautiful children. 

To provide an area for football teams to change in and 
sometimes to take shelter, a small building was erected to 
commemorate the Queen’s Silver Jubilee in 1977. Sadly, it 
was later demolished because of vandalism, an interesting 
reflection on our changing society. 

It is good to read that the Recreation Ground is now 
dedicated as part of the British Legion World War 1 
Centenary Fields Programme. It is important to remember 
the part that out settlement played in that conflict.

Our Recreation Ground has been continually developed 
by the Parish Council to provide better facilities for us all in 
Oliver’s Battery. Long may it continue.

Just a walk to the Rec
Lloyd Brammer

Walking to the Rec is something that lots of us do in 
Oliver’s Battery. In hot weather, cold weather, sunny, 
windy, rainy, with kids or without, carrying a football, 
a picnic, or just listening to the thoughts in our head. 
It’s a special kind of place. 

To most of us, the walk down to the Rec is a pretty 
everyday kind of thing. But not to Lloyd Brammer...



feeling quite emotional now, good 
job I had sunglasses on to shed my 
tears of joyous celebration. I had 
achieved this monumental thing. 

I walked into the park and I had a 
sense of great achievement - I had 
accomplished what I had set out to 
do. But I could more than this. Surely 
this was just the beginning.

I sat down on the bench and thought 
just how lucky I am. To be alive was 
one thing, I'd achieved what I'd set 
out to do that day. Just to sit there 
in the tranquillity of it all. There 
was peace there that day. The 
hills surrounding the park were so 
wonderful to see with my own eyes. 
To be amongst the blossom and sap 
of the trees - the views from the park 
were astonishing.

After I had sat there for half an hour, 
I thought to myself, I must leave this 
wonderful, beautiful park now, but I'll 
be back, and I did.

I used to go to this park with my 
children virtually every week. We 
would have little picnics amongst the 
climbing frames, slides, swings and 
the lovely trees. I'd stay with them for 
an hour or two until it was time to go 
home. 

Well it's time to leave now, these 
fields in this little place we call 
Oliver's Battery Although I had a 
stroke, I am still very much me, 
Lloyd. I can do anything now - well, 
within reason.  It gives me the 
inspiration to do so much more for 
other people. Now I invite a bunch 
of fellow stroke survivors who come 
for weekly coffees, with the same 
dreams, cares, aims and goals.     

Life goes on. Never look back, you 
must always look forward, as you 
can't turn back the clock. I'll always 
feel inspired by these 'Fields in 
Trust'.  Onwards we go.

To be continued...
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Then one day, just over 2 years 
ago, when I'd been out running at 
the fields and Rec. When I returned 
home, I felt very odd and my right 
side just gave in, it suddenly became 
weak. I fell to the ground, I couldn't 
speak - everything seemed as if it 
was happening in slow-motion. I 
knew I'd had a stroke. My wife called 
for the ambulance. My ordeal was 
just beginning.

I thought I would never see my 
lovely home ever again. But after 
being hospitalised for 4 weeks and 
spending a fair amount of time in 
rehab, I was finally allowed to return 
home. Arriving back was tough; I 
had to completely relearn how to do 
things, like switch the TV on - I had 
no idea how to do this very simple 
task. The password for my computer 
was another issue with my brain. At 
the same time I was re-learning, I 
had a bunch of carers in my home 
making me lunch and dinner, never 
mind going to the toilet!

But after much time, I gradually 
got back to being more myself. I 
was still wheelchair bound and had 
physios here almost every day. It 
was a slow process getting back to 
normal again. Thinking about this, 
I don't know if I'll ever be ‘normal’ 
again as part of my brain regularly 
goes 'walkies' - it takes part of your 
personality too. I will cry at the 
stupidest, most ridiculous things, 
mainly on TV. I remember crying at 
'Strictly Come Dancing', and I don't 
even like dancing! It's really weird. 
But on the flip side I tend to laugh 
as well, at things which aren't really 
that funny.

Last year in early Jan, I met with Dr 
James Faulkner at the University of 
Winchester, who lent me a ‘bionic 
leg’ to take home for 12 x weeks. It 
truly helped me to get back on my 
feet again. At first it felt weird wearing 
the leg wrapped round on top of my 

affected leg. But soon this would feel 
better and better, walking daily for an 
hour with it at least and doing 1/2 an 
hour at least of sit-to-stand. By the 
end of the 12 weeks - I could walk. A 
miracle you might say. It was for me. 

In January this year, my lovely wife 
had a birthday celebration and, 
although I still have issues with my 
talking, I actually sang, yes sang, 
at my wife's party. Full-blown love 
songs. So when I didn't even think 
I could sing a single note, I sang 
"Make you feel my love", right from 
my heart. Somebody asked me very 
nicely if I would like to say any words 
at the party. I told them, “I will sing 
the words I want to say, in the songs 
I sing.”

….. But the day was here that I was 
going to walk. I was ready for it. I had 
got myself prepared, had to pace 
myself even, for an event in my own 
mind. A challenge as it were, a feat 
you might say, a short walk to most 
people, but to me this was going to a 
long one, although I knew how much 
I'd enjoy it. 

I set off on my adventure, down 
Momford Road, then right into 
Oliver’s Battery Road South. It was 
sunny that day, the wind was light, 
and there weren't many people about; 
it was about midday on a Tuesday, I 
seem to recall. I remember seeing all 
the lovely pretty gardens as I walked 
and thinking how beautiful they all 
looked.

I had reached Texas Drive, almost 
there. Puff, pant, slow down a bit, 
Lloyd, I said to myself, “I'm nearly 
there now.” Walking down Texas 
Drive, I was beginning to see the 
'Fields in Trust' that lately I'd heard 
so much about. The air that day 
was warm, I could smell the flowers 
from people’s gardens and yes, 
there it was - the last place I ran, 
just minutes before my stroke. I was 



There’s a familiar face in a new role at 
St Mark’s - she’s telling the OB-server 
about what she gets up to...
“Hi, my name is Marianne and I am 
the ordinand based at St Mark’s 
church in Oliver’s Battery. What is an 
ordinand?!  An ordinand is someone 
who is training for ordained ministry, 
and I am training to become a priest 
(vicar) within the Church of England.

“I first thought I wanted to be a vicar 
when I was a child, but women 
could not be ordained as priests in 
the Church of England at that time, 
so my career took a different path.  I’ve worked as a 
social worker in various roles, mostly with children and 
young people for the majority of my working life. I now 
specialise in safeguarding, working across schools in 
Hampshire. Safeguarding as a general concept is about 
protecting people from harm, and the best way to do 
that is to put appropriate measures in place. I often say 
that safeguarding is everyone’s business. No single 
agency can safeguard alone and one of the reasons 
I love living in Oliver’s Battery is because there is a 
culture of looking out for one another. If you would like 
someone from the church to visit you to pray or to share 
communion, please do contact us and we’d love to 
meet with you. 
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NEWS FROM ST MARK’S
------------------------------------------

“Myself and my husband, along with 
our four children, have been involved 
with the community of St Mark’s 
Church during the seven years 
we have lived in Oliver’s Battery. 
We’ve enjoyed being part of many 
events at St Mark’s, for example the 
community carol singing (look out 
for the community carols just before 
Christmas, if you haven’t been along, 
it’s always good fun) and the bouncy 
Cathedral on the Battery at our 
summer Event. We hold a monthly 
children’s craft activity afternoon once 
a month which we call our ‘Family 
Event’. All are welcome, look out for 

the banner outside the front of the church. As well as this, 
we continue to hold our 8am Holy Communion service 
and monthly Taizé service (which is a contemplative 
service designed to help with meditation and prayer.) 

“We are really excited to have started a new, fairly 
informal, 10am service at St Mark’s. The service takes 
place on the first and third Sundays of the month. Our 
meetings are relaxed and suitable for all ages, and all 
sorts of people! Just come as you are. There’s free tea 
and coffee available after each service. This is a good 
time to say hello and get to know other local people. Do 
join us.”

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
AT ST MARK'S
3.30 to 5.00pm

23rd June - God's House
Come and bounce! We will have Winchester’s 
Bouncy Cathedral again on the Battery We will 
also have games, races and refreshments.

21st July - Abundant Life
Join us for a simple BBQ. Have fun on the 
Battery with outdoor games and challenges.

25th August - Picnic in the Wildlife 
Area 

All welcome. Bring your own picnic.

22nd September - Harvest Supper
Further details to follow, but see the various 
notices around the Battery.

Do check local posters and website for further details - www.stlukeswinchester.co.uk/st-marks-family-event
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Wendy Bramall, our local artist 
and professional illustrator, 
has decided to go out walking 
with her sketchbook on a 
regular basis. We are most 
fortunate that she is sharing 
her work with us...

Thanks, Wendy, can’t wait to see what you find to sketch for our next edition in September … Ed.

Walking
            with my
                       sketchbook



In this piece, one of our residents shares impressions 
of a walk over to Silkstead….
As the season turns from winter into spring, Nature 
prepares to welcome the new season - yet hints of 
last year are present. Luckily for us, the walks around 
Oliver’s Battery offer a variety of landscapes in several 
circular routes through rough tracks, glades and 
landscapes of farmland, many of which require no 
detailed map knowledge. One of these routes takes you 
to Silkstead and back. A couple of weekends ago the 
blue sky enticed me out to see if I could find any signs 
of spring on this route.

I started out by cutting 
across the field on the 
well-worn path from 
the end of Oliver’s 
Battery Road South 
towards Compton. The 
first landmark I passed 
was the tumulus in 
the centre of the field, 
rather overgrown yet 
a still a marker of the 
rich heritage around us. 
Vestiges of old man’s 
beard still remained from 

last season. Before me were the much muted colours 
of the rough cut grass only relieved and contrasted 
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by the deep 
brown, relentlessly 
regulated furrowed 
lines of the field on 
the left. I followed 
the path as the land 
rose to the stile of 
the butterfly field. 
Here, I always feel 
as if I have entered 
a strange landscape; the low sun accentuated the 
amazing hummocks of this never-ploughed ancient 
chalk downland landscape.  Some of the tracks are 
believed to come from mediaeval times and you know 
you are somewhere special. Recent clearing had taken 
place, but little colour was visible in comparison to its 
abundance of flowers that later seasons offer.

Coming out of the field I continued straight up the track 
opposite, flanked by trees on either side including yews 
- hence the name Yew Tree Hill. After a short distance 
the uneven track turned downhill and here at last I 
felt the world was beginning to come alive. Dappled 
sunlight lit the track and the brilliant white of blackthorn 
blossom sparked brightly against the dense, dark green 
of the yew.  The intricacy and beauty of the branches 
could still be seen with just the touches of new foliage 
softening the ends. In the low undergrowth the brash 
yellow of celandines mixed with the elegant beauty 
of wood anemone and great drifts of sticky weed and 
dog’s mercury reassured me that spring had started. 

Eventually as the track flattened out I joined the road 
and the world opened out again. My eye was drawn to 
a distant line of tall trees with the houses of Silkstead 
behind. The mood changed as I passed close-cut 
hedges and again saw a managed landscape of 
farmland. As I came nearer to the trees I marvelled at 
the enormous bundles of growth high in the trees of the 
balls of mistletoe - again a throwback to past seasons. 

Turning left just before the trees I followed the farm 
road round in a big curve heading back towards home. 
Everything was much more stark, emphasised by the 
massive pylons striding across the track and nearby 
field. Again, a quiet palette only relieved by deep orange 
lichens on the bare wood of the heavily cut hedges.   

SPRING
WALK

TO
SILKSTEAD



Occasional bright red rose hips from last season offered 
relief from a barren landscape. As I walked up a gentle 
incline, the track then closed in again and delightful 
glades returned. I saw the beginnings of bluebell 
popping up and made a note to myself to return in a few 
weeks to see the carpet of blue flowers.

Suddenly the path sloped 
down steeply and I met 
the ridge track between 
Compton and Oliver’s 
Battery and I turned left. 
To my right I could see St 
Catherine’s Hill, another 
ancient element in the 
distance, and Oliver’s 
Battery nestled into the 
hills.

Nearing the end of the 
walk I felt a sense of well-

being, pleased that I had seen the start of spring, yet 
also excited by the promise of what the next few months 
hold and how the tracks will become heavily foliaged 
and change character again.
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Oliver’s Battery Countryside Group 
Wild flower Meadow Project 2019
Once again, our Conservation Group are busy on the Battery...
When we were in the process of sowing the first wild flower seeds two years 
ago, a Victor Meldrew wandered by, looked at our efforts, grunted and said 
dolefully, "The pigeons will eat those." and wandered away. 

We are happy to report that the pigeons did not eat them all, many of the 
seeds survived and thrived, and this year on a fine day at the end of February, 
our working party created three more wildflower beds on the Battery green. 
The Parish Council kindly organised and paid for the hire of a turf cutter to 
remove the existing grass and for some native wild flower seeds. A group 
of ten volunteers helped cut and remove the turf which was transported to 
a member’s garden to be used in raised vegetable beds. The soil was then 
raked and the seeds sowed with the help of some keen children eager to do 
their bit.

This year we have sown a mixture of native wildflower seeds including 
poppies, corn cockles, chamomile and cornflowers. Look out for a colourful red, white and blue display in the summer 
months. Someone asked if this was a subversive message about Br***t, but no, it just happens to be the colours of the most 
common annual wildflowers. Growing alongside them are perennial flowers and fine grasses which will bloom next summer. 
The aim is to improve the diversity of the Battery and attract many different bees and butterflies.

The areas will be maintained and managed by Oliver’s Battery Countryside Group who also look after the Wildlife Area, 
which is located at the far side of the Recreation Ground. 

It’s lovely to see the Battery in bloom, looking forward to even more this year…. If you want to get in touch with 
our Countryside Group and perhaps get involved with their regular activities in the Wildlife Area, here’s the website: 
www.oliversbatterycountrysidegroup.org.uk. Ed.

If you look on the Parish Council website - www.oliversbattery.info, you will find photos of the flowers seen on this 
walk. Ed.
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Our Brownies seem to have been doing lots of 
interesting things in the past few months...
The Brownies have enjoyed another fun and active 
term together. We have made a very positive start to 
the new Brownie Programme with evenings spent on 
the theme of ‘Be Well’. This included a very informative 
teaching session from Brown Owl’s Dad (a Community 
First Responder Trainer) who travelled all the way from 
Shropshire to pass on his skills and knowledge. The 
girls learnt how to seek help and make an emergency 
call, how to assess the situation using ‘DR ABC’, and 
how to put a person into the recovery position –our 
smallest Brownie put Brown Owl’s Dad, who is very tall, 
into the recovery position - demonstrating to everyone 
that being a child does not stop you from being able to 
help in an emergency situation. 

ANNUAL PLANT SALE
Oliver’s Battery WI invite you to join them at their 
Annual Plant Sale on Saturday 11th May 2019. We will 
be at St Mark's Church selling plants, homemade cakes 
and preserves from 10.00am. We will also be serving 
refreshments in the hall once Amanda's Saturday yoga 
class is finished.

Founded 19 years ago this month, Oliver’s 
Battery WI meet on the 3rd Monday of the month 
at 19.30 pm, and currently in the school hall at 
St Peter’s School, Oliver’s Battery Rd North. Our 
May meeting (20th) is our AGM. On17th June - 
We have a talk on the work of Canine Partners. 
On 15th July we have a Garden visit, and we 
have no meeting in August. 

To visit us, or find out more about the WI, our 
programme or our other activities, please contact 
our President Barbi Colson on 07777 607149 or 
barbicolson1963@gmail.com.

COACH OUTING
Oliver’s Battery WI are running a coach trip to 
Abbotsbury Garden near Weymouth on Thursday 
27th June, open to non-members and partners. 
We still have a few spare seats. If interested 
please contact Barbi ASAP to check availability. 

The coach will leave from St Mark’s Church 
Hall, Oliver’s Battery at 09.30 am and leaving 
Abbotsbury Garden at 16.00 pm (ETA Oliver’s 
Battery c.17.30 pm). Cost £18 per 
head coach fare and £8.50 entrance 
fee to the garden.

We also got to see how a defibrillator works – the pads 
were VERY sticky. Our nearest ‘Live’ one is by Oliver’s 
Battery Dental Surgery by the way…** Mindfulness 
makes up another part of the ‘Be Well’ theme. For this 
badge, the girls have thought about their senses, their 
moods and feelings and we talked about how we can 
recognise and try to manage them.

We have also looked at how to behave around dogs, 
and how to be safe around fire.  The girls have learnt 
about the Chinese New Year, made origami hearts and 
cards for Valentine’s Day, played pancakes games 
and completed Easter Egg themed activities. With 
the advent of Spring, we had a timely visit from Karen 
Cox from the Hampshire Animal Rescue Trust who 
gave us a wonderful photographic presentation about 
Hedgehogs! The girls are full of hedgehog facts now!!

We look forward to more fun in the Summer Term with 
outdoor activities planned and much more. If you are 
interested in joining us, please do contact Mrs Kate 
Fletcher (Brown Owl) via email to 3rdwincitybrownies@
gmail.com or visit www.girlguiding.org.uk to register 
your interest.

** Adult defibrillator training has been requested, we 
have around 30 people interested. We hope to complete 
this in the next couple of months. Just get in touch if 
you want to join this group.

3rd
Winchester
City
Brownies
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South 
Winchester 
Golf Club 
welcomes 
Oliver’s Battery 
residents...
Joanne Tomey, Events Manager at our local golf club 
explains what is available for OB residents...
South Winchester Golf Club Bar and Restaurant is 
open to all, it’s more than just Golf - we have events 
and culinary expertise to suit every taste, courtesy 
of the new Head Chef Alex Naylor, previously of De 
Vere Grand Harbour.  We have an excellent Function 
Room available for private hire. Overlooking the golf 
course, it provides a perfect backdrop for any special 
occasion. Or why not come along to one of our regular 
social nights, like our ‘Italian Night’, coming up on the 
7th June?  You can see all our up-coming events on 
our website - www.southwinchestergolf.co.uk. Just 
look on our   ‘What’s On’ page to see all our future 
events. Whether you love Comedy Nights or a cool 
drink on the sun-drenched lakeside deck, you’ll find 
something you love.

And as well as the thriving social atmosphere, we 
have excellent Golf facilities, what can be better than 
getting out into the beautiful countryside, right on 
your doorstep here in Oliver’s Battery.   Golf is a great 
sport that spans all ages and abilities, a true game for 
everyone. The PGA Coach at South Winchester Golf 
Club, Sam Holloway, makes it easy for you to learn in 
a fun and relaxed environment.  Sam’s aim is to give 
everyone a chance to try golf, to see for themselves 
how fun and rewarding this great outdoor sport can 
really be. There are so many fantastic aspects of golf 
to enjoy: the health benefits from walking around a 
course in the fresh air, as well as meeting people 
and building friendships. And lastly, but perhaps most 
importantly, golf is indeed a game for life!

‘Third Thursday’ Supper Nights
These regular monthly bookings continue to be very 
popular. Numbers have swelled with new residents 
coming along, and the new chef is much appreciated. 
It’s good to catch up with old friends and make new 
ones during a convivial evening together. With the 
weather warming up and the lighter evenings, we will 
be taking advantage of sitting out on the terrace and 
watching the sunset down the valley. Beautiful!  Dates 
for the coming months are - Thursday 23rd May, 20th 
June, 25th July and 22nd August.

If you would like to find out more about our future programme of Events, or would like to discuss getting 
into golf, please contact: Tel: 01962 873707 or email: southwinchester-events@crown-golf.co.uk

Oliver’s Battery Film Nights
Annual General Meeting 2019

8 May at 7.40pm
in St Mark’s Church, Oliver’s Battery

Everyone is very welcome to join us for our AGM, whether 
you’ve been part of our audience this last year, or you 
haven’t, but would like to know more.

AGENDA
Hear about our film year 2018-2019, and the highs and 
lows of our community film viewing

Receive a report on our finances

Help decide how to use any profit we’ve made for future 
benefit of our OB film evenings.
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OLIVER’S BATTERY COMMUNITY FILM NIGHTS 
SUMMER SEASON MAY – JULY 2019

at St Mark’s Church, Oliver’s Battery Road South SO22 4EZ.
Doors open 7pm; short film 7.30pm; main feature 8pm. Refreshments served.

All tickets £6, pay on the door, no concessions, wheelchair accessible.
BRING A CUSHION  Considerate parking please in local streets.

Wednesday 29th May: ‘Green Book’ 2018; 12A 130 mins
Biography, comedy, drama, starring Mahershala Ali and Viggo Mortensen

Winner of 3 Oscars – Best Motion Picture, Best supporting Actor (Ali) and Best Screenplay

Fully deserving of its Oscars, this is a moving story of companionship with a fabulous period soundtrack, set against the racism of 1960’s America. 

 Jazz musician Dr. Don Shirley (Ali) hires Tony Lipp (Mortensen), an Italian-American from the Bronx, to drive him on a concert tour from 
Manhattan. As they journey into the Deep South, they have to use the Green Book to find safe accommodation for African-Americans. Their 

complicated journey is fraught with racism and danger, but leads unexpectedly to humanity and friendship.

Wednesday 26th June: ‘The Upside’ 2017; 12A 126 mins
Comedy, drama, remake of the 2011 French hit (Intouchables), starring Bryan Cranston, Kevin Hart, with Nicole Kidman in supporting role

Several members of the OB Film Group highly recommended the French original, so we thought we’d try this US remake.  Based on the unlikely 
relationship between a wealthy quadriplegic and a working class ex con as the wealthy man’s care giver, the film doesn’t aim for deep moral 

purpose. However, the story is told with energy, and there are fine performances from Cranston as the quadriplegic and Hart as his carer, and a 
wonderful cameo by Kidman. 

Wednesday 24th July: ‘Bohemian Rhapsody’ 2018; 12A 134 mins
Biography, drama, music, starring Rami Malek

Winner of 3 Oscars including Malek as Best Actor in a Leading Role

A foot-stomping celebration of the wonderful music of Queen, and their charismatic lead singer Freddie Mercury (Malek). The film follows the 
meteoric rise of the band, their extraordinary success and the tortured life of Mercury, who, in spite of a diagnosis of AIDS, gives one of the finest 

rock performances  of all times at the 1985 Live Aid concert.

Find us on www.moviola.org and www.facebook.com/Olivers Battery Parish Council film night

Email OBcommunityfilmnights@gmail.com to add yourself to our monthly mailing list.

OB Community Film Nights, supported by Moviola, are non-profit making, independent, run by local volunteers, 
with the sole aim of bring neighbours and friends together for entertaining film evenings.

There’s no film evening in August, sorry – our presenter needs some time off! 

Join us again in September for the start of our 2019 – 2020 film season
(dates and details to follow in the next issue of OB-server).


