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This has been quite a long and eventful year particularly with planning and the 

associated problems surrounding Texas Drive.  

The developer took the council decision to enforce the planning permission to appeal 

and won which is regrettable considering the views of the Parish Council and 

residents. 

We have arranged meetings with the Council officers to explain the resident’s 

concerns with the planning department including enforcement and the council is now 

undertaking a review of this main due to the number of concerns raised not only in 

this parish but across the district. 

This has also had the effect of the parish council looking closely at the whole of 

Texas Drive field and applied for the community asset protect. This was fully 

supported by your councillors and Cllr Laming attended some of the meeting with 

the Parish Council and the City Council. We are sure this will be covered in detail by 

the Chairman tonight. 

During the course of the year we have closely looked at the Junction of Oliver’s 

Battery Road South and Badger Farm Road over a number of years. We have made 

a number of possible solutions yet Hampshire Council is reluctant to resolve the 

matter. This is an ongoing problem that needs to be resolved along with Badger 

Farm Road from Sainsbury’s to Kings School junction on Romsey Road. This has 

again been highlighted in the traffic survey which we undertook with the residents in 

the whole ward, at the end of last year. The junction is really a matter for concern 

both from a safety angle of people and cars but it is the only access for emergency 

vehicles if there is a major incident in the Parish. 

We are also concerned with the state of the roads and although it was not a harsh 

winter the number of potholes is increasing at an alarming rate. These are a safety 

issue for everyone. We have also noticed an increase in the crime rate since the 

streetlights have been turned of between 1 and 4am. We will continue to monitor 

this over the next few months. 

We have asked for a meeting with all the Parish Council Chairmen and Cllr R Humby 

portfolio holder for Roads at Hampshire County Council, unfortunately he has 

cancelled this meeting numerous times. We will continue to press for a meeting. 

We have been pushing for a bus service for Oliver’s Battery for a very long time and 

at the Hampshire County Council Movement Strategy survey this was pointed out 

that it is a requirement for the area. When Stagecoach stop the service some years 

ago a company called Velvet took over the service. They proved that it was viable 

when you have a regular service all day. Unfortunately, Hampshire County Council 



did not take this into account when awarding the new contract and renewed it with 

Stagecoach and we can see the happened. 

We are concerned with the local shops as another one has just closed and wish to 

keep this area as local shops. It is vital that they are maintained as shops.  

Finally, I would like to congratulate Hannah Williams who is now our newest council 

for the ward. I am sure you all have meet Hannah or seen her about the ward as 

she has always lived in this Ward. I am sure that we will all work together for the 

benefit of the Parish and ward. I would also like to thank Jan Warwick for her time 

as councillor and am pleased that she will still be working for the ward as County 

Councillor.  

We would also like to congratulate Cllr Eleanor Bell who will be the Mayor of 

Winchester for the next year. she has worked extremely hard this year as Deputy 

Mayor.  

 

Cllr Eleanor Bell 

Cllr Brian Laming 
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