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Get Involved - Take Part
Welcome to the September edition of 
The OB-server, our very local newsletter 
for the residents of Oliver’s Battery.

This edition looks back at the summer, very hot, very 
rainy and rather windy, and looks forward to the change 

of season that brings in the autumn and the winter. 
Already the blackberries are in the hedgerows, 
the fields all around us are being cut and the 
crops gathered in.  

Articles in this edition bring interesting news for 
Oliver’s Battery - developments at St Mark’s, a 
great season for the Film Group and a potential 
Scarecrow invasion in October. Plus ……

A VACANCY AT THE OB-SERVER - 
EDITOR WANTED!
Oliver’s Battery needs a new Editor for its own popular newsletter - The OB-server. I am retiring from the position, 
having completed the three editions I promised to publish, in January, in April, and in September this year.  Feedback 
has been most positive, and it has provided an entertaining means of sharing news and information around our 
community. 

I am looking for someone, or a group of interested people, to take over. It’s not a particularly onerous or time consuming 
job, all technical and layout work is done by Matt, at Mint Signs, and there’s already a group of regular writers, keen 
to continue. Our Parish Council sponsors the design and printing and the Distribution Group deliver them to all our 
residents.

The Oliver’s Battery Plan (2018) found that the provision of a very local newsletter was important in connecting and 
developing our community. It would be a pity to lose this now, having made such a positive start. 

So if you, or a group of you, want to take this project forward, maybe just to commit to doing just another three 
editions, then please do get in touch - I can help you get started. A facility with words is not the most essential thing, 
we just need someone to get the ideas flowing and enthuse residents to write the articles and take the pictures. 

Please use the contacts in the box on this page to get in touch with me.

Connie Leach, Editor.



ACV UP-DATE - NO MORE NEWS SO FAR...
As you have read in earlier OB-server editions, Oliver’s Battery Parish Council 
(OBPC) is working with Winchester City Council (WCC) to defend WCC’s listing of 
the large open ‘Texas field’ at the southern end of Oliver’s Battery. The landowner 
has objected and has taken the case to the First Tier Tribunal. 

In the April edition of the OB-server, I asked residents to send in photographs of 
people walking, running, cycling, riding, etc. across the field, as well as photographs 
of birds, flowers and butterflies taken within the field to help demonstrate that the 
actual current use of the field furthers social well-being and social interests of 
the community. There was an overwhelming response from our residents. We 
put together 100 photographs with explanatory text and this, together with other 
evidence, including 5 Witness Statements from different residents, was sent, via 
WCC, to the Tribunal as part of the ‘Bundle’ of evidence from both parties.

Since then, we have been informed by the Tribunal that no one will be called 
to speak, and that the case will be decided on the paper evidence only. Once 
OBPC has received information as to a decision by the First Tier Tribunal, it will be 
announced on Parish Council Noticeboards, Website and Facebook page. 

Brian Mitchener (OBPC Chair), David Kirkby (OBPC Vice Chair)

In our last edition, Lloyd Brammer told us about his 
first walk back to the Rec, two years after his life-
changing stroke. There’s been much positive feedback 
to this, residents have been asking how he is getting 
on. Here’s his next instalment...

WALKING 
TO SAINSBURYS
Lloyd Brammer

Strokes affect many thousands of people every year, all 
over the world. I'm not medically minded, so I don’t know 
the correct terminology, but it seems to me that the blood 
has a restriction to the brain and causes a clot or a bleed, 
which affects your limbs and speech. What I do know is 
that some people have it mild, while others have it bad, 
and can it can even kill you. 

When one is first stroke-ridden, you are hospitalised for 
a while, maybe you have physiotherapists, and speech 
therapy to help regain your life. But this treatment stops 
soon after and the care is overlooked for many, unless you 
can afford to pay privately. After the NHS are no longer able 
to assist, people can be left at home alone, many feeling 
abandoned with no one to talk with. I was so fortunate to 
get involved with James Faulkner and his amazing therapy 
for stroke survivors at “HELP Hampshire.”

I finished my last article ‘To be continued...’

And do you know what, life did go on. And got better and 
better, despite the odd hurdle to jump over now and again. 
Come this way and see what we've been up to in the last 
four months...

We are blessed, I think, to be living in a place like this 
in Oliver’s Battery. Some time ago my wife said to me, 
she would like to live on a little island, maybe Barbados, 
Grenada. Well quite honestly, even with no other sounds 
quite like the beautiful birdsong we've been hearing, this is 
where our hearts belong. It's a Saturday and I’m going to 
do something I’ve never done before...

There's a tree that can be observed from our kitchen bi-
folding windows. It's named a "flowering dogwood tree" 
and it changes according to the seasons. It has the most 
beautiful flowers that bloom from it, that turn white, then 
slightly pinkish. It has branches as if they were tentacles of 
an octopus which, when blowing in the wind, can be seen 
as the arms of a deranged being, a robotic, who’s about to 
fall into the Cimmerian darkness. It can be seen from our 
house standing tall as a mountain, two gardens to the right 
of our house, and I can see it clearly. It's a powerful tree, 
standing proud as if he owns what's around him, and he 
doesn't let anyone tell it what to do. Sounds like someone 
I know... hmm, yes me! I'm definitely a lot more vocal since 
my stroke, and I've had my fair share of fighting for my 
rights, I can tell you. 

I wrote to you all about my exciting walk to the Rec last 
spring season, well, now this just seems a just a "walk in 
the park". Ha, ha, ha, oops, that's so funny. I'm laughing 
at my own jokes now, well, they don't get any better, do 
they! But now, of course, I wanted to venture further afield. 
I'd already thought about where to go to next. It had to be 
further, a lot further, so we decided - my brain and I - that 
I would walk down to "J Sainsbury" in good old Badger 
Farm. Well one thing's for sure, this was indeed going to 
be one hell of a challenge, with the many obstacles I had 
to overcome now I'm stroke-ridden. Off we go...

It was a Saturday, a fairly warmish day, no rain, thank 
goodness as I don't do well in the rain. For a start, I can't use 
an umbrella as such, for I already have my trusted walking 
stick in my left arm and my other one is dysfunctional, 
so consequently that's why I don't "umbrella" any more. 
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Then there's the rain itself. How many times I've thought 
about "Singing in the Rain" - What a wonderful feeling, I'm 
happy again, I walk down the lane, with a happy refrain 
... Well, I'm at it again, morphing into a something I'm not, 
but sometimes it's pretty good to fantasise... I do this all 
the time.

I started out of my house, right into Old Kennels Lane, 
turned right up the Lane then immediately right again into 
Mount View Rd. What I noticed was that my speed was 
better than when I had walked to the Rec. Now don't get 
excited, I'm no Usain Bolt or anyone like him, but for me it 
was a just a tad faster.

It’s a truth that when you walk more slowly than others, 
well, you see a lot more -  more interesting people, 
slightly older folk, for the young ones are either working 
or have won the National Lottery, oh that'd be nice. I see 
postmen or post ladies, for we never refer to them as 'post 
people' do we? I notice window cleaners, people making 
deliveries, removals in progress, the milkman, all kinds of 
people going about their business, and all acknowledging 
me with a "Hello" or a "Hi". So nice.

I walked left into OB Road South, where I regularly walk up 
to Thrive cafe for a lovely coffee, as the coffee, even the 
decaf, tastes so nice and it's all from local suppliers. One 
thing's for certain  - since getting my life back to normal 
again, well I say ‘normal’, I mean as normal as can be, as I 
always say to my lovely wife - I feel so normal, sitting with 
'normal' people at Thrive sipping my coffee. Amanda and 
her girls and boys treat me just as they would anyone else. 
But they are kind.  

Of course, I could be seen as a bit of a ‘Curiosity’ now, of 
a somewhat lop-sided well-being, but I believe I'm more 
than this. I do wonder, not who I've become, but what I've 
become, since I’ve come to be a stroke-stricken guy. And 
I think about the life I'd left behind me. I may appear odd, 
you might say, or as my wife would sometimes refer to 
me - Frankenstein’s monster - since the dreaded "S", but 
I know exactly what she means. I realise that I don't look 
'pretty' walking any more. Even after being injected with 
Botox, which is generally thought to make slightly older 
people look younger! Actually for me, this was for my 
hand. It helped me immensely. Within a few weeks after 
I was injected, I was able to move my hand more freely. 

As I am walking, I notice another treat. There is no litter as 
such in OB. None at all, all is very clean and miraculously 
tidy. As if by magic it had all disappeared. Today the air 
is exceptionally warm, and for the next few days we're 
expecting a "heatwave", cue for a song? Maybe, but not 
just now, please. There was no chill, just a gentle breeze, 
all very summery. So bring on those ‘Summer Songs’... 

Continuing on OB Road South and staying on the same 
road but exiting from the junction that crosses Old Kennels 
Lane and ahead to enter OBRS again (I know, it also 
confuses me), I notice something else. On the corner of 
OBRS is a lovely lady called Lorraine who I just happened 
to engage in a chin wag when I had just finished my Pilates 
class. And there are so many people who genuinely do 
this. Stop and say Hi. 

I feel now as if I'm Scrooge when he wakes upon Christmas 
morning, finding himself redeemed, now a good man doing 
good things. "Or maybe it was just a dream" he says to 
himself. I don't suppose we'll never really know and neither 

does he, but his experiences surely helped him to be the 
good man that he always had been, deep down. Now with 
all these kind people in OB saying kind words, I do feel 
the same kind of way as Scrooge. However this was not 
like when I was recently out near the sea, when someone 
commented - "Oh that looks painful". 

Well I have two choices, get on with life or just 'vegetate'. I 
chose the former. Oh, how I love this place called Oliver’s 
Battery.

Well, there are no obstacles yet, but there's sure to be 
some further on route. I walk leisurely along OBRS, 
passing Thrive to my left side and the Barbers to my right. 

I pass St Mark’s Church on my right and divert further right 
across the very pleasant green adjacent to Downlands Rd. 
This reminds of a few weeks ago Cllr Hannah Williams and 
I walked the pavements of OB and took snaps, in order to 
put our case forward about improving access. I really think 
it’s needed.  

Walking down Downlands Rd, I have a sense of pride 
about me as I can't believe I’ve come this far. Still a way 
to go though. All the gardens look amazing. I'm feeling 
energetic now; I feel as if I can fly. Or that I am gliding 
across the grass. I walk to end of the road and it ends in 
a mini park or green. As I venture further, I can smell the 
cooking of breakfast for it's still that time in the morning. 
Now I'm already down to Parliament Place and I observe 
green gardens descending to my left as they adjoin the 
most wonderful trees leading onto Badger Farm Road.

As I bear round to the left I can see in the distance the 
entrance to Sainsbury's at the roundabout. Yes that's quite 
a big roundabout and this is my first obstacle...

The "fast" traffic. MY GOD, THE TRAFFIC!!  Stop! Now 
I really need to focus, as this is one hell of a crossing for 
me. I take my first step - focus Lloyd, just a few more steps, 
nearly there. At the last few steps there's a fast car swiftly 
approaching from Sainsbury's direction. Walking the final 
steps faster now before this blessed car hits me - ooh, 
crikey Lloyd, go one more step - oh, finally I made it. Then 
I make the descent down the winding road leading to the 
entrance to J Sainsbury. 

There's another obstacle though, at the end of the 
pavement, as it propels into the Sainsbury fuel garage, 
where I now have to step down off the rather high-ish curb 
and walk toward Starbucks on my right. I almost fall, and I 
only realise then - I SHOULD HAVE TAKEN THE EASIER 
route to the rear of Sainsbury! 
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I’ve stepped down now. There, it's almost done. I’ve almost 
made it to Sainsbury. Just a few steps more, and this will 
be another of my goals achieved - walking to Sainsbury's. 
I feel like the goal scoring heroes of our time, like "Bend it 
like Beckham" or Harry Kane or Pele or Ronaldo, I'd again 
set out to do what I HAD to do, even if it was just for myself. 
So I congratulated myself, but not until I'd rewarded myself 
with a lovely cup of coffee at Starbucks.

Before the stroke, I would always come here to Starbucks 
with our children and have little snacks, there just the three 
of us. Thinking back to my stroke, I do realise it wasn't so 
nice for our children. In a way it affected them. Kaietan 
felt it worst I think. Poor little guy, for he was only a tad 
over three at the time. He wouldn't talk with me for ages, 
and to make things worse, his best friend died soon after I 
was allowed home from rehab. Gustav - our Siberian cat. 
He loved Gustav and they would cuddle together as one. 
As I couldn't talk at the time it was very hard on our two 
monkeys. Now it's as if nothing ever happened to me, and 
they regularly make fun of me. Our little Kalinka, well not 
so little any more, is more resilient and able to brush away 
the stroke thing, aside, where it belongs. 

Coffee finished, I walk through to Sainsburys. I didn’t 
hear any fanfares, only my inner self-praise that I'd made 
it. It's Mothering Sunday, this Sunday, so I purchase two 
plants for Kalinka and Kaietan, our little 'darlings', to 
give on Sunday to my wife. This reminded me that I had 
recently gone to my children’s school, St Peter’s Catholic 
Primary school for the first time since the stroke, to present 
Kaietan's teacher, Mrs Bradbury, with a well-deserved gift 
from him. Walking to the school to do this had been yet 
another goal of mine. And I had immensely enjoyed doing 
it.

In Sainsburys, I purchased a national lottery ticket, then 
slowly returned home. Success. I'd done it. What a 
milestone.

A good friend of ours, Wojchieck, who’s a consultant at the 
RHCH once said to me, "that in order to keep your balance 
it is just like riding a bike, you just need to keep pedalling." 
And I know I'll always keep pedalling...

“Always move forwards, never retreat, gaining strength as 
we go.”

The end, for now ... but I'll surely be back.

Thanks to Victoria Miles, from Hampshire 
Hospice Fundraising Trust, for this informative 
article about the project to build a hospice here 
in Winchester. It certainly seems a worthy 
cause, and something that perhaps for which 
we, as a community, might want to raise some 
funds...

Winchester 
Hospice 
closer to

reality 
than ever 

before
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PS -"WGN" Oh, I really must tell you all about the 
wonderful “Winchester Good Neighbours", without 
whose volunteering service I'd be lost. I'm constantly 
using them and heavily rely upon them to run me 
around in the car for my varied appointments. Every 
week they drive me to my physiotherapist, podiatrist, 
GP, opticians, HELP Hampshire and Wessex Drivability. 
All their drivers are so entertaining whenever they drive 
me. A very big thank you to all the team. BUT, and it’s a 
big but, they are desperately short of volunteer drivers. 
So if you know of anyone looking to help and who is 
able to give up a mere few hours a week, then this is 
the way they can help - do this wonderful thing and 
make friends as well.

Call WGN on 08450 984 946 to talk to the Duty 
Coordinator, who will explain how you can become a 
member of this vital service to your neighbours.



The story so far 
There is currently no hospice located in the city of 
Winchester, which means patients with life-limiting illnesses 
often have to stay in hospital to receive specialist palliative 
care, rather than being at home or in a comfortable hospice 
environment. 

A fundraising appeal is currently underway to create 
Winchester Hospice. Our team will be there to support 
patients, their families and carers to live as well as possible. 

As well as providing in-patient care, Winchester Hospice 
will act as a hub for specialist palliative care in the 
community through outpatient services, therapies and 
caring for people in their own homes, supporting patients 
with long-term illnesses.

With your support, Burrell House, located on the grounds 
of the Royal Hampshire County Hospital in Winchester, 
will be renovated to become Winchester Hospice. Burrell 
House has an important legacy in the city, and, as the 
hospice, will continue to have a place in the community of 
Winchester. 

Winchester Hospice is closer to a reality than ever 
before, thanks to the dedicated efforts of the Winchester 
community. An incredible £2.3 million has already been 
raised from fundraising efforts and it is hoped that with the 
continued support and fundraising of the local community, 
the doors to Winchester hospice could open next autumn. 

Nick Vaughan, chair of the fundraising charity’s board 
of trustees, said: “We have now reached an important 
financial milestone, and having recently also received 
planning consent on the design of the conversion of 
Burrell House, this is a really exciting time for Winchester 
Hospice. I want to say a huge thank you to everyone who 
has fundraised and supported us so far, and ask that the 
local community continue to get behind the appeal. Each 
kind donation will make a lasting difference for years to 
come.”

Winchester Hospice will be run and 
staffed by Hampshire Hospitals NHS 
Foundation Trust, which runs Royal 
Hampshire County Hospital, as well 
as Basingstoke and North Hampshire 
Hospital and Andover War Memorial 
Hospital, as well as the Countess of 
Brecknock Hospice in Andover.

Fundraising in 2019
2019 has proven to be an exciting year for Winchester 
Hospice so far, with high profile supporters and local 
councils lending their support and fundraisers all doing 
their bit to help open the doors to Winchester Hospice as 
soon as possible. 

This year alone, fundraisers have taken on a whole range 
of activities, including walks and abseils, charity balls and 
quiz nights, bake sales and even marathon runners.

In March this year, The Winchester Hospice Fundraising 
Charity was awarded grants of £700,000 from Hampshire 
County Council and £50,000 from Winchester City Council. 

The grants, along with the tireless fundraising of the local 
community, has allowed Winchester Hospice to go out 
to tender, which is the next step towards building work 
beginning in Burrell House.  If the remaining money can be 
raised, it is hoped that the hospice will open in the Autumn 
2020. 

Alan Titchmarsh, who is best known for hosting the BBC 
garden makeover series Ground Force, visited Burrell 
House at Royal Hampshire County Hospital in April to 
put the first spade in the ground in what will become the 
garden at Winchester Hospice. 

Alan said: “It’s a wonderful opportunity to have this space 
within the grounds of Winchester Hospice to create a 
place where patients and their loved ones can spend time 
together enjoying the outdoors. Gardens are an extension 
of any space, and having a garden is a vital part of hospice 
work.

“I wish everyone involved with Winchester Hospice the 
best as they continue to fundraise to create this hospice 
for the local community.”

Winchester Hospice also hosted its first Sunflower Ball, 
which welcomed guests to enjoy a fabulous evening along 

with River Test, and raised an incredible 
£23,000 for the fundraising appeal. 

This summer, a group of porters from 
Royal Hampshire County Hospital in 
Winchester, where the Hospice will be 
based, swapped the hospital corridors 
for the road to Canterbury to complete 
a fundraising challenge in aid of 
Winchester Hospice.

A team of four took on the challenge of 
walking 133 miles under the hot summer 
sun from Winchester to Canterbury, 
raising nearly £2,000 and making every 
step worth it. 

A huge thank you to everyone who has so far raised 
money or supported Winchester Hospice, with your help 
we can open the doors to Winchester Hospice and provide 
specialist care for the local community.

Get involved...
Your support is vital in ensuring we are able to open a hospice in Winchester. There are lots of ways you can get involved 
to show your support. Raise those all-important funds, volunteer for us, or become and Ambassador of Winchester Hospice.

Phone: 01962 828353   Email: Winchester.Hospice@hhft.nhs.uk

Visit: www.winchesterhospice.com to get fundraising ideas and find out more about why a hospice in Winchester is so important.
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Residents will be interested to learn of the current position in relation to the proposed redevelopment/refurbishment 
of the existing church building here at St Mark’s in Oliver’s Battery. Exciting times ahead... 

This is good news! Welcome back to the women of 
Oliver’s Battery WI! Perhaps their return might 
attract some new members...
Oliver’s Battery WI are delighted to announce that we are 
returning to Oliver's Battery in September, when we start 
to hold our monthly meetings in St Mark's Church Hall 
again. We usually meet on the 3rd Monday of the month 
from 19:30 for a 19:45 start until 22.00.

Our first meeting after the summer break is on Monday 
16 September.  We will be hosting a representative from 
Trinity Winchester to learn more about the charity, what 
they do for the community and how we can help them in 
the run up to Christmas. 

The St Luke with St Mark’s PCC (the church council) are 
committed to ensuring that there is a structurally sound 
and useful building at St Mark’s for at least the next 30+ 
years or so. We have considered replacing the building or 
refurbishing the current one. After extensive consultation 
with Structural Engineer and Quantity Surveyor experts, 
we feel it is a feasible option to improve the current building, 
seeking ways to ensure that the St Mark’s building remains 
both as a church and as a place that functions well for 
community use.

Included in the thinking are how to:

• make a bigger functional space with a possible second 
room

• improve the heating performance 

• install a fully functioning kitchen which allows cooking 
on site

We are also exploring extending the front by up to 5 metres 
in line with the other buildings.

A Structural Survey has shown the current building to be 
in “good shape for its age”, even though it has surpassed 
its original life span. Some attention to the side wall 
columns is needed, but the overall assessment was that 

the “Church (building) is in a fair condition” and could be 
modified and improved.

We have taken note of the Oliver’s Battery Vi¬llage Design 
Statement 2008 which acknowledged St Mark’s is the only 
building available for general community use in the locality 
and this function needs to be retained, but recognising the 
available space is “rather small” and the “facilities provided 
fall short (of being desirable)” it is not “energy efficient” and 
the “visual impact is blunted” and could be improved.

Also with regard to the Oliver’s Battery Plan 2018, we 
believe refurbishing the existing building agrees with 
points 2, 5 and 7 of the Top Ten Key Messages, namely: a) 
considering the valued “peace and quiet” by not replacing 
the current building; b) addressing the parking concerns 
by considering disabled parking at the front and c) looking 
to provide a possible second room within the building as 
well as taking note to improve the toilets and kitchen.

We have also noted more recent comments from existing 
users that a larger space is desirable and there is need for 
improved energy performance by improving the heating 
and insulation. Finally, please be assured that at the right 
time, we will let you know when there is something more 
to share.

UPDATE ON THE ST MARK’S BUILDING...

THEY’RE BACK IN OB!!
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Future meetings and activities - 

22 September 2019. Help us as a Volunteer Marshal, in 
the Battery, for the Winchester Half Marathon. 

21 October 2019 Meeting: Meet the Auctioneer - Peter Raw

18 November 2019 Meeting: My Life in Stitch by Alison Hulme 

16 December 2019 Meeting: Oliver’s Battery WI Christmas 
Party with Dance demonstration. Audience participation 
encouraged. Put on your dancing shoes, gloves and bring 
a scarf or feather boa (!) and a small plate of food to share. 

20 January 2020 Meeting: Grandma flew Spitfires by 
John Webster.

This is an open invitation to ladies of any age. If you would 
like to join us for an evening, to find out more about WI, 
what we do and if it's for you. Come to a meeting (two for 
free) before you decide about membership.

To join one of the next meetings please contact: 
oliversbatterysec@hampshirewi.org.uk for more 
information. Let us know if you would like to be put in touch 
with a buddy, or please just turn up.

We also run monthly Book, Craft and Knit and Natter 
groups. There's something for everyone. We look forward 
to meeting you and sharing an evening with you over a 
cuppa and some cake! 

In friendship, Oliver’s Battery WI

We spent a couple of evenings thinking about how we can 
use a compass to help us read a map, how co-ordinates 
work and indeed how to read a map taking you to treasure!! 
Their powers of observation and map reading skills were 
keenly tested as we set off from St Mark’s in three separate 
groups, each group with their own set of instructions of 
things to find and questions to answer before reaching 
Oliver's Battery Recreation Ground. If you have one of our 
Brownies in the family, she will tell you how they had to 
decode the secret message in order to locate the treasure.  

A Country Code evening demonstrated 3 different 
countryside scenarios that we can all encounter during a 
rural walk, using Lego, toy animals, fruit, vegetation etc., 
rather than traipsing through fields this time!  Working as 
teams, the girls learned what to wear on their feet to have 
'Happy Feet', how to keep themselves and animals safe 
and what food/drink to take on a picnic. Stage 2 Explore 
Skills builder done!

All this plus kite making, (photo shows a Mary Poppins 
moment), fun with flags (semaphore messaging), a trip 
to the Computer Museum IBM (many thanks to 'Deer', for 
arranging that) and lots of fun games (did we mention the 
Let's Get Wet Evening)?  

We have welcomed new girls into the Pack, but we 
would love to see more come forward, so please visit 
the Girlguiding website https://www.girlguiding.org.
uk/information-for-parents/ if your child is interested. 
Girls start Brownies aged 7 but we can hold them on a 
waiting list if younger than that. Any other questions or 
offers of help to Mrs Kate Fletcher (Brown Owl) via email 
3rdwincitybrownies@gmail.com. 

Eagle Owl

The Oliver’s Battery Brownies have been busy since 
our last edition. They do seem to be having lots of fun 
and learning most interesting things... 
It has been a wonderful ‘Have Adventures’ summer 
term. The girls have been working with the new syllabus 
produced by Girlguiding this year. Individual badges, 
unit meeting activities, skills builders and finally a theme 
badge. Complete all six themes and receive a Brownie 
Gold Badge! 

This term Oliver’s Battery Brownies started with Stage 2 
Camp Skills builder. They demonstrated their prowess as 
team tent detectives (the photo shows a successful tent 
assembly), their competence in a rucksack packing relay, 
they became superheroes at staying safe around a fire 
AND then ably getting themselves ready for bed just by 
torchlight - with lots of giggles as you might imagine!



DOUBLE COFFEE – RIDE AND STRIDE AND BIG BREW HARVEST!

EVENTS AT ST MARK’S
------------------------------------------

Do check local posters and website for further details - www.stlukeswinchester.co.uk/st-marks-family-event

FAMILY EVENTS 3.30 to 5.00pm
St Mark’s holds a series of events which take place monthly, on a Sunday afternoon from 15.30 - 17.00. These are 
family-friendly and usually include crafts for the children, with games and puzzles, followed by a short period of 
worship. There is always a different theme to the event, and during the summer we have taken advantage of our 
surroundings and held events on the Battery and in the Wildlife Conservation Area.

You are warmly invited to St Mark’s Church on Saturday 
14 September for coffee and cake. (twice over!)

14 September is RIDE AND STRIDE Day! Every year 
since 1989, churches old and new, of many different 
denominations have opened their doors for people to see 
inside. People are encouraged to travel on foot or bike 
(but nobody will ask you questions, so you can come 
however you like) and to visit as many churches as they 
can on the day. Most riders and striders collect sponsors, 
and the sponsorship money is divided between their own 
church/a church of their choice and Hampshire and the 
Islands Historic Churches Trust, which gives grants to 
churches’ building projects. If you are interested in Riding 
and Striding, please contact Rosemary Dunhill (rcdunhill@
gmail.com or 01962 969007) or Anne Francis (annefran@
gmail.com or 01962 620899).

St Luke’s and St Mark’s churches will be open to welcome 
visitors between 10.00 and 2.00, and in addition coffee 
and cakes will be served at St Mark’s from 10.30 to 12.00. 
There will also be a quiz – probably on a transport theme.

BIG BREW HARVEST! Many will be familiar with the 
Big Brew held at St Mark’s in Fairtrade Fortnight, during 
February/March. Well on the assumption that you can’t 
have too much of a good thing, Traidcraft Exchange are 
promoting a Big Brew Harvest this year, so we thought why 
not have it on the same day and make it twice as good?

So many vulnerable small-scale farmers around the world 
who grow the food in our weekly shop still don’t earn a fair 
wage for their hard work. This way we will be fundraising for 
hard-working farmers and workers around the world as well 
as having fun eating each other’s cakes and biscuits! There 
will also be an opportunity to buy from our Fairtrade stall.

Here is the programme up to Christmas - 

27th October - Let there be light
A family afternoon with activities, quizzes and 
challenges. Ending with a short celebration of Christ 
the Light of the world. 

24th November - Jesus is coming
A family activity afternoon focussing on Advent, the 
events leading up to Christ’s coming.

24th December - St Mark’s Crib Service
A well-loved annual Oliver’s Battery Service with the 
story of Christ’s coming told in drama. (5pm)
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For this edition, Wendy Bramall, our local artist and   
  professional illustrator tells us ‘I have been out sketching                
    and this time decided to concentrate on Yew Hill   
      Butterfly Reserve.  Once again the flowers bees, birds  
        and butterflies have been wonderful.’

   Walking
     with my
sketchbook

June: Bee and 
Fragrant Orchids

I needed a keen eye to 
find the Bee orchids 
of which there are a 

few but the Fragrant 
orchids are in 

abundance and smell 
so delicate when you 

get close to them. 

July : A rather cloudy 
but humid day after the 
hottest day of the year so 
far. Plenty of butterflies 
flying plus Bumble and 
Honey Bees loving the 
wild Marjoram. Some 
flowers are starting to 

go over whilst others are 
coming into their own.

A Green woodpecker 
flew across the meadow 
making his presence 

known with his familiar 
“Yaffle”.



As Autumn draws on and Winter approaches, we start 
to hunker down against the cold and the wet and 
indoor pastimes become more appealing. The next few 
articles show the kinds of things that Oliver’s Battery 
residents get up to ...though I do think a lot of all this 
does go on in the summer as well!

Angela’s Quilting Adventures
My quilting adventure began as a way of meeting people 
after we moved to Hereford in 1992, when I joined a 
Quilting Group. I’ve  always been fascinated by the 
simplicity, comfort, practicality and thrift of quilting and 
like needlecraft, puzzles and making things, Quilting has 
given me lots of opportunity to be creative whilst making 
lasting memories for family and friends who have inspired, 
encouraged and supported me.  It moved with me to 
Devon then Hampshire and I have found many quilters 
in Winchester. I’ve also found quilters all over the world, 
including New Zealand, Australia and Japan. This is my 
quilting story, but first...

A little history
Patchwork is traditionally a thrift craft which uses odds and 
ends of leftover fabrics and good pieces of worn, outgrown 
clothing. Joseph’s coat of many colours, in the Bible, was 
probably a patchwork made up of pieces from his brothers’ 
coats. Quilting is an ancient craft which has changed over 
the years and there are records of it in England well before 
the Middle Ages, when it was probably used to make 
protective, insulated, clothing to stop steel armour rubbing.

Patchwork and quilting came together with the American 
settlers. The hardship of the New World and scarcity of 
imported goods forced women to be resourceful and use 
pieces of old garments sewn together to make warm 
bedcovers. These “blocks” were given names reflecting 
their circumstances, such as ‘Road to California’, ‘Rocky 
Road to Kansas’, ‘Ohio Star’, ‘Cross and Crown’, ‘Bear’s 
Paw’ and ‘Jacobs Ladder’. Quilting often involved social 
times when mainly women sewed and fellowshipped in 
Quilting Bees -so called because they were busy bees.  
After a day helping each other quilting they would party! 
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The last quiz night for the Film Club fundraising was a 
roaring success - great fun, interestingly film-related 
questions, BYO drinks and snacks, plus tea, coffee and 
great cakes! 

Hurry and get your tickets for this next one, coming 
along in October! 

OLIVER’S BATTERY AT THE
SOUTH WINCHESTER

GOLF COURSE
The South Winchester Golf Club Bar is 
again open for residents, once a month 

from 6.00pm - 9.00 pm.

Come along and meet your neighbours, 
relax with a drink or order some dinner. 

Good food and good company 
are guaranteed. 

Put these dates in your Diary now!

Thursday September 19th
Thursday October 17th

Thursday November 21st
Thursday December 12th (£25pp)*

*For the Christmas date we are proposing pre-
ordered Christmas food, and a £10 deposit for a 

cost of £25 per person.



Another of our residents, Norma Goodwin, shares 
information about a most worthwhile project that 
originally led from her love of quilting, again a creative 
pastime  that might take us indoors as the winter 
begins to bite...

“A Quilt is a Hug you can keep”
On Christmas Eve 1995, in the UK, an article appeared 
in Parade Magazine entitled ‘Joy to the World’ by Pulitzer 
Prize winning photojournalist, Eddie Adams. Part of the 
article featured a petite, downy haired child. She had been 
going through intensive chemotherapy and it stated that 
her security blanket had helped her get through treatments. 
Karen Loucks, who had just learnt to crochet, decided to 
provide home-made security blankets to Denver’s Rocky 
Mountain Children’s Cancer Centre.

Project Linus is born!
Project Linus was named after the security blanket toting 
character, Linus, best friend of Charlie Brown in the 
Peanuts comic strip. The late Charles Schultz, its creator 
was pleased to have Linus inspire blanket makers to help 
sick and traumatised children. Project Linus UK was started 
in March 2000 and registered as a UK Community Interest 
Company in February 2013. Originally targeting paediatric 
cancer patients, Project Linus UK has broadened its focus 
towards seriously ill, abused, bereaved or traumatised 
children from premature birth to 19 years old. As well as 
crotched and knitted blankets, we now receive many more 
home-made patchwork quilts of various sizes.  

Since 2000, in the UK, 403,200 have been distributed.  The 
organisation is run without any outside funding, completely 
by volunteers. I have been Co-ordinator for Winchester 
and mid-Hampshire since November 2018 and have so far 
received 163 quilts and blankets. Locally I have distributed 
to Northbrook Ward and the Neonatal Unit at RHCH, The 
Women’s’ Refuge, Friends of the Family and Spurgeons 
Invisible Walls at HMP Winchester. The latter charity 
supports families visiting through their Visitors’ Centre 
and runs parenting programmes and interventions for 
fathers in the prison. In the autumn term I will be supplying 
blankets and quilts when I meet young children supported 
by Winchester Young Carers.

If you would like to make a quilt or a blanket or have suitable 
fabric to donate or know of a child who would be comforted 
by a quilt be please get in touch. Tell your friends about us!

Norma Goodwin – 07789 156457  
norma.goodwin@btinternet.com
Project Linus Website  
www.projectlinusuk.org.uk

Quilting evolved with increased affluence and the 
availability of new fabrics, resulting in all sorts of different 
quilts with different styles and patterns. Quilts are now 
frequently displayed as works of art.  Most of mine are 
bed covers often made from old materials - including my 
husband’s shirts! 

What is a quilt?
A quilt is traditionally made up of three layers of fabric 
sewn together: a top layer, a layer of wadding or ‘batting’ 
and then another layer of fabric for the back.  Quilting is 
the stitching that holds the layers together.

These are the main types of quilt: 

• A whole cloth quilt is where the top is a single piece 
of fabric with the stitching holding the three layers 
together, giving design and texture which makes each 
quilt unique. 

• A patchwork quilt is made from small shapes of fabric 
sewn together forming blocks which are joined to make 
the top layer.  

• An appliqué quilt is when shapes of various objects 
are applied or sewn onto a piece of fabric.

Colour plays an important part in quilt making with different 
tones bringing out secondary patterns - often only seen 
when a quilt is finished or nearly finished - a surprise! 
Quilts are excitingly varied with each being an individual 
masterpiece reflecting the maker. 

How I make quilts
Many types of material can be used but I prefer cotton. I try 
to use material from my ‘stash’ or store but invariably end 
up buying new.  My inspiration comes from many things: 
the person it’s for, colours, nature, and the season, almost 
anything! When making a patchwork quilt, I lay blocks out 
until I’m satisfied with the overall design, then I sew them 
together, usually by machine, although I used to like hand 
sewing. I often add a border or two to frame the patchwork 
and finish by adding a binding. I’ve found that it’s best to 
start small and add until the right size emerges - for a bed, 
this could range from a cot to a huge king bed quilt.

Why I like making quilts
I’ve made lots of quilts over the last 25 years or so - well 
over 100! It’s really enjoyable seeing them come together 
and having something cosy, snuggly and useful to use. 
Family members benefit but I also tend to hoard them!  My 
favourite quilt is probably “Grace’s quilt almost” which I 
loved so much that I couldn’t give away - so I made another 
for my daughter.  I like the way different colours blend and 
the blocks coming together is like completing a puzzle. 
The sense of satisfaction when finished is enormous!

Quilting is both an individual and a community activity and 
quilters make great friends!  It’s good to create together 
and studies show that quilting has a positive effect on well-
being. I’m part of a small local group formed after we made 
a quilt for Peter Symonds College 400th anniversary in 
2007 which you can still see hanging in the College. We’ve 
been awarded ‘Highly Commended’ on a couple of quilts 
exhibited at the National Festival of Quilts which is quite 
an achievement! 

Angela Smith
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One of our residents, known only as Nellie Snooks, 
shares her considerable expertise in the art of making 
jam and other preserves - an activity well suited to the 
autumn and the run up to Christmas...

JAM  
TODAY*

 How did you first get involved with Jam, Nellie?

 I learned what little I know from watching my mother 
who gleaned her knowledge from her sister who was a WI 
Produce judge in East Sussex.

 Where did you get the raw materials for your   
 preserving?

 Over the years my husband has grown soft fruit, more 
than we could eat fresh, thus jams & jellies have filled the 
cupboard. Likewise stone fruit, plums & damsons.

A glut of damsons made me consult my books and damson 
chutney became a stock favourite. When our tree failed to 
produce enough one year, I discovered a source growing 
alongside a road.

 Aren’t the damson stones a problem, Nellie, don’t  
 you have to count them in and count them out?

 Oh yes, those pesky damson stones.....Traditionally 
chutney had to mature for 3 months, but these days people 
eat it as soon as it's made. But it does improve if you leave 
it!

 So September’s a good time to start preserving   
 things for Christmas gifts, then? 

 Yes it is. Cheaper than buying things and much more 
delicious! I do make my own Christmas mincemeat, and 
you might ask why. Well, I reduce the sugar content and 
there are no preservatives, but it keeps from year to year. 
My Christmas pudding recipe is my paternal grandma's 
and the quantity makes three 2 pounders which keep from 
year to year.

 Christmas at your house sounds yummy! What   
 other fruit from your garden trees do you use?

 We have an old pear tree that produces buckets of 
smallish fruit and not dessert or eaters. This made me 
hunt out the solution - Spiced Pears, good with cold meat. 
Another popular result.

 So what are the other family favourites, Nellie?

 Well they start in the morning with what is needed 
for breakfast. That's obvious - marmalade. I have tried to 
get the family to be more adventurous, but it has to be 
Seville orange and we like the peel hand-cut. It takes 30 
minutes to produce 3 pounds of prepared peel. You have 
to be quick off the mark at the supermarkets in January, 
the Seville oranges aren’t on the shelves for long.

 So you don’t just do your preserving in the autumn,  
 Nellie?

 Not at all. Wimbledon is in progress at the moment 
and this is the time to head down the garden to the walnut 
tree. Because if you want to pickle walnuts, now is the time 
to harvest them - when the outer skin and the shell are soft 
enough to pierce them with a needle. 

It's a slow process of doing this all over each walnut, 
sitting them in brine for a couple of days, changing the 
water, laying them out to dry and all the rest. But most 
importantly to remember, handle them with rubber gloves 
on because the stain cannot be removed by washing your 
hands. You might ask if it’s worth it. Oh yes, they make 
a unique Christmas present for your discerning foodie 
friends. Normally they are ready for December, but last 
year our early summer advanced their growth and they 
hadn't softened in six months.  But by Easter they were 
perfect. Anything that uses vinegar to preserve it keeps 
almost indefinitely.

But you know, you do not need a garden full of fruit to fill 
your shelves -  the hedgerow is laden with blackberries in 
late August, pick them and fill containers in your freezer 
until you have a goodly quantity to make jelly. Look out 
for crab apples too, they make a beautiful pink jelly with a 
delicate flavour, we like it with pork and lamb.

Sadly we have to buy our apricots, but the best place is 
Pitt Garage. Nick gets trays of them. The flavour of fresh 
apricot jam is sublime.

A year round favourite is Lemon Curd, it’s great as a 
spread, it lifts a Victoria sandwich and is delicious with ice 
cream or natural yogurt.
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*Jam tomorrow or jam to-morrow (older spelling) is an expression for a never-fulfilled promise. It originates from Lewis Carroll's 1871 book “Through the 

Looking Glass and What Alice Found There”. ... "The rule is, jam to-morrow and jam yesterday – but never jam to-day."



As the days get shorter, and the nights get 
longer... time for a good read. 

Here are some reflections from some of our 
residents who enjoy all that goes with belonging 
to a book group, Jane Bates starts us off...

“Apart from the company,” said a friend, “the thing 
I love about our book group is being introduced to 
new authors and genres I wouldn't otherwise read.”

“Our book group opens up opportunity to listen to 
others’ opinions in a non-judgemental environment,” 
said another. 

Someone else added how a book group offers “the 
frank exchange of views, friendship and a sense 
of community”. Personally, I enjoy the wine, and 
always hope someone will have made a cake. 

Over the last few decades, book groups have 
become one of the great British institutions along 
with pub quizzes and carol singing at Christmas.  
In Oliver’s Battery I know of at least four bunches 
of bibliophiles who get together on a regular basis 
to explore the world of literature, and I belong to 
two of them.  Taking part in a book group, say the 
psychologists, benefits our health; it reduces stress, 
and improves our concentration and self-esteem. It 
induces a sense of belonging. In other words we 
are educated and entertained, all the while making 
friends, which can’t be bad, can it? 

Belonging to a book group has kick-started my wider 
reading and made me emerge from my comfort 
zone of crime.  I would never have found writers 
like Ian McEwen and Margaret Attwood were it not 
for the book group.  I would not be revisiting some 
of the classic novels had they not been on the list. 
Neither would I have given a second glance at 
the biographies which have so enthralled me.  My 
horizons are being well and truly broadened, and 
I love it. (Charlotte Bronte’s “Shirley” is one of my 
group’s book of the month, with the other, a Man 
Booker short-listed novel “All that Man is” by David 
Szalay.)  

A book group quickly assumes its own personality.  
Both the groups I belong to go for variety in book 
choice, perhaps an uplifting narrative after a story 
that has been particularly challenging. Something 
seasonal, maybe, to take on holiday in the summer, 
or a Christmas story for a hunker down by the fire in 
the darker months.  And nothing too lengthy as we 
all lead busy lives. 

What better way to spend 
an evening than at a book 
group?  Good company 
with some literary 
criticism and analysis 
thrown in.  And if you 
are lucky, there will be 
wine, and 
someone 
will have 
made a 
cake.  

Jane Bates

Have you a microwave? Then just try this: -

 6ozs butter and it must be butter 
 20 oz. sugar (a pound and a quarter), granulated is ok 
 8 fluid oz. lemon juice plus the grated rind about 4   
 lemons

 Put these three ingredients in a glass or oven proof   
 container put it in the microwave on full power for two  
 minutes. 
 Remove and stir. Repeat this until the sugar has   
 dissolved. 
 Cool slightly

 In a jug you'll need 8 fluid oz. of eggs, about 4 to 5   
 large ones. 
 Add the eggs to the lemon mix, microwave briefly at   
 full power, then remove and mix. 
 Repeat until it thickens, it needs to coat the back of   
 the spoon. 
 Don't overcook. 
 Strain the mix through a sieve and pot up. 
 Use small jars.

This will keep in the fridge for a long time, but it is NOT 
a jam, as it contains butter and eggs. Don't try adding 
more lemon or egg, it will upset the balance that makes 
it thicken.

 That’s wonderful, Nellie, thank you so much, I’ll be 
 trying that very soon. Do you have anything more  
 to share with us today?

 Well, my dear, I always say we're never too old or too 
wise to learn. Last year on a television cook show, the 
contestants had to produce burgers using their own recipe 
in about an hour, plus a salsa. One lass went one step 
further, by making her own burger buns within the time, 
using a yeast dough. Mary Berry, the judge, asked this 
lass what was under the steamer, the reply was - the buns! 
There was a look of disbelief on Mary Berry's face. But 
burgers and buns were produced. The lass won that round 
and ultimately the whole competition.

So I had to try it myself and yes, you can produce very 
acceptable bread rolls using a steamer.

Well, perhaps you can give us that recipe another 
time, Nellie, and thank you so much for sharing your 
memories and some of your top tips today.

BOOK GROUPS



And here’s an invitation from Norma Goodwin - her Book Group has vacancies!
Winchester University of the Third Age (U3A)
If you are a member of Winchester U3A and are looking to join a book group, we have a vacancy in Modern Novels 4. By 
modern novels we mean any novel written from 1900 although we tend to read more recent ones. As we buy our own books 
we wait until the novel comes out in paperback and try to limit reading those with no more than 350 pages. We are a small 
group of up to 10 who meet in some members’ houses. Each member individually chooses a book and presents it to the 
group and a discussion takes place but it is all very informal!  Then we have a chat over tea and biscuits. We meet on the 
first Thursday afternoon of the month at 2pm and usually finish at 4pm.

If you are interested please get in touch.

Norma Goodwin – norma.goodwin@btinternet.com – 07789 156457

And this group sounds as though it has 
a grand time together. Thanks, Sarah Keene.
Introducing the Oliver’s Battery Ladies’ 
Book Group
If you strolled into one of the four book group 
meetings we’ve had so far you might correctly 
have renamed the gathering the ‘Eat an 
Impressive Amount of Cheese whilst Drinking 
Prosecco Group’. But that’s not as catchy or 
aspirational as ‘Oliver’s Battery Book Group’.

Our aspirations are always to chat about what 
we’ve read, and we’ve sustained several minutes 
of book related chat since the group started late 
last year... We kicked off with Jodi Picoult’s heart 
rending ‘Small Great Things’. Then came ‘Three 
Things About Elsie’ by Joanna Cannon and the 
gritty ‘The Hate U Give’ by Angie Thomas. Our 
last choice was ‘The Alice Network’ by Kate 
Quinn.

I’ve thoroughly enjoyed all of the choices so far, 
not least because they've broken me out of a bit of 
a non-fiction rut. Plus, having a deadline to finish 
the books for a meeting has also made us pick 
up our reading pace. It’s easy to let reading slide 
being super busy with work, kids and zero time to 
ourselves but carving out that space to escape to 
another world has been restoring and cathartic. 
Especially reading the books we’ve chosen 
so far. Some have made most of us sob those 
stomach clenching tissue grabbing sobs, and 
all of them have placed women in the toughest 
environments of situations we’ve been hooked to 
see resolve, from the impossible conflict for the 
nurse in Jodi Picoult’s novel to the hypervigilance 
and agony of World War 1 espionage in ‘The 
Alice Network’.

Starting with five of us, we’ve snowballed to around fourteen 
as each person has introduced an interested friend. It’s 
ladies only. There’s an Oliver’s Battery Boys’ Book Group, 
too, but they can do their own sales pitch! Most meetings 
have had about half that number meeting in volunteers’ 
homes, where a glass is pressed into your hand and 
you’re led to a lovely table bearing cheese. Before and 
after the book chat very convivial times are had, and as 
everyone lives locally, chat turns to neighbourhood issues, 
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from sneaky building works to securing the best 
babysitters. Which is jolly handy. And don’t worry 
if you haven’t been able to finish the book - no 
one will challenge you. We’re very polite.

Hosts and meetings are organised every month 
for when the most people can attend and we’ve 
tried to avoid hitting the same night of the 
week to be as inclusive as possible. Whoever 
hosts chooses the next book for the group. Our 
next meeting will be in September (date to be 
confirmed).

If you fancy coming along, that’d be great! The 
next novel is ‘The Tea Planter’s Wife’ by Dinah 
Jeffries. Email me at mulhallm@gmail.com and 
you’ll be added to the WhatsApp group where 
dates and venues are sorted out.

Oliver’s Battery Book Group - for serious 
snack appreciation, wine swigging and book 
discussions. Not necessarily in that order.

Thanks for these stimulating articles. It 
certainly seems as though there’s a lot of 
reading going on in our community!
If you can’t find a book club to join, have 
you ever thought of starting a book group 
yourself? If you google ‘How to start a book 
group’, there are a large number of sites 
offering advice on how to take those first 
steps. 
Book groups come in all sorts of shapes and 
sizes, what about a Book Group for older 
readers, or one for kids, primary, or secondary, 
or boys or Brownies - and I’m intrigued about 

the Oliver’s Battery Boys’ Book Club, I’m presuming 
that’s for Big Boys, not Little Boys, what a great idea, 
- reading is not just a female activity … I know of one 
Book Group in Somerset where a collection of cycling 
men meet regularly at a number of different pubs in 
their vicinity, and discuss their chosen reads over 
glasses of local beer! (Ed.)
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And finally, an article from the current Editor, Connie Leach.

MOVING ALONG IN OLIVER’S BATTERY...
By March 2018, the Oliver’s Battery Plan Group had completed, published and distributed the Oliver’s Battery Plan. It had 
been a mammoth undertaking which had taken around three years. All residents received a copy. (If you are new to the 
Battery and would like one, just give me a call, or you can find it, together with all the data, on the OBPC website, www.
oliversbattery.info/parish-plan). However, as we realised at the time, that was just the beginning. Nothing stands still and 
there was much work to be done to achieve the objectives that had been set.

Oliver’s Battery has certainly moved along since March 2018. There has been progress on many fronts. Here are just 
some of the changes we are seeing - The Film Group is now successfully embedded in our community. Film Nights are 
consistently popular, and the evenings give opportunity to meet friends and neighbours and meet new residents. Monthly 
events at the Thrive Café and at the South Winchester Golf Course afford further opportunities for mixing and mingling. 
The Conservation Group has encouraged the Battery into flower and the new equipment at the Recreation Ground for both 
toddlers and adults is proving popular. The Oliver’s Battery Parish Council has been successful in obtaining some changes 
at the junction, and a further Review is promised by HCC, whilst yellow lining on some of the sharper bends in the roads 
has helped with the issue of dangerous parking. The Parish Council has furthered the listing of the ‘Texas Field’ as an 
Asset of Community Value, supporting the opinion of the majority of residents that access to surrounding countryside is an 
issue of high importance. ‘The OB-server’ has seen three editions, with strongly positive feedback confirming the OB Plan’s 
finding that residents valued a local newsletter/magazine. And in this issue, we learn that St Mark’s Church will be seeing 
refurbishment and re-development, with a larger hall and better facilities in the near future. This is indeed good news, both 
for the church and the community. 

There is still much more to be done though, particularly in bringing our community together with larger, shared events, and 
allowing special interest groups to flourish. 

As our community changes, so many more families with younger children are moving in to Oliver’s Battery. How can we 
harness their energy and enthusiasm in taking things forward? Some of our younger residents are taking up that challenge, 
serving on the Parish Council, or working together to provide entertaining events - the first of which we are seeing this 
October. Scarecrows will be seen in our gardens, all shapes and sizes. There will be prizes and a Pumpkin Festival. So 
watch out for further advertising for this! 

So thank you to everyone, writers and photographers, and of course, Matt at Mint Signs, who has helped make these first 
three editions of ‘The OB-server’ a success, I sincerely hope it will continue to flourish, as I move along to make way for 
someone else...

Connie Leach

Design and make your own Scarecrow

Display outside your house from 7th - 11th October
Judges' decision announced Saturday 12th at the

Pumpkin Festival

To enter the Oliver's Battery competition visit:
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/YFY3TDS

or scan the QR code



The OB-server
News and information for the residents of Oliver’s Battery

LOOK OUT FOR OUR NEXT ISSUE DUE 

January 2020

OLIVER’S BATTERY COMMUNITY FILM NIGHTS 
AUTUMN SEASON SEPT – DECEMBER 2019

at St Mark’s Church, Oliver’s Battery Road South SO22 4EZ.
Doors open 7pm; short film 7.30pm; main feature 8pm. Refreshments served.

All tickets £6, pay on the door, no concessions, wheelchair accessible.
BRING A CUSHION  Considerate parking please in local streets.

Wednesday 25th September: ‘Fisherman's Friends’ 2019; 12 112 mins
British musical, biopic, drama - Directed by Chris Foggin, starring Daniel Mays, and Tuppence Middleton

A group of Port Isaac fishermen are heard by a London music executive performing some traditional sea shanties. He is persuaded by his boss 
to offer them a record deal. Their initial reluctance disappears when to their surprise, the album ‘Port Isaac’s Fishermen’s Friends’, is a massive 
success, making them the first traditional folk act ever to make the UK Top Ten. The film follows their fortunes from Cornish fishermen to major 
performers at events such as Glastonbury and the BBC Proms in the Park. The film was written and produced by the team which made ‘Finding 

Your Feet’, which was a great success at a previous Oliver’s Battery Film Night. 

Wednesday 30th October: ‘Balloon’ 2018; 12A 125 mins
Historical drama, in German, with English subtitles - Starring Alicia Von Rittberg and Friedrich Mucke and Karoline Schuch

An exciting cold war drama set in the summer of 1979, Balloon is the story of two families, the Strelzyks and the Wetzels, who are desperate 
to leave the GDR and escape to West Germany. They decide to make the journey in a home-made hot air balloon. Their first attempt fails when 

they are spotted by the E German authorities. They decide to try again, in a better made balloon, leading to an exciting and cat and mouse chase 
between the families who are determined to succeed, and the E German authorities equally determined to catch the potential escapees.

Wednesday 27th November: ‘Blinded by the Light’ 2019; 12A 117 mins
British musical comedy, drama - Directed by Gurinder Chadha (who also made Bend it like Beckham) starring Viviek Kalra and Kulvinder Ghir

Based on the best selling book by Sarfraz Manzoor, set in the late 1980’s, the film tells the story of Javid, a British teenager of Pakistani heritage 
who yearns for a life away from his strict father and the intolerance of his home town in the British Midlands. His moment comes when he hears 
the music of Bruce Springsteen, and  recognizes his own working class story in Springsteen’s lyrics. This is a universal film for everyone, specially 

for anyone who has recognized the feeling of not belonging, and then discovering a way out.

Wednesday 18th December: ‘Kind Hearts and Coronets’ 1949; PG 104 mins*
Classic Comedy - Starring Denis Price, Alec Guiness, Joan Greenwood, Valerie Hobson and Miles Malleson

The classic Ealing black comedy, based on a wildly impossible plot. Lois Massini is the last in line of the D’Ascoynes, a rich, eccentric aristocratic 
family. Unaccountably, he finds himself cut out of his D’Ascoyne inheritance. Massini may be short of money, but he doesn’t lack cunning. He 

decides that the way to make his fortune is by murdering all 7 of the relatives between him and his inheritance.

The film has some terrific acting performances, including Denis Price who gives Mazzini a wonderful air of cunning concealed under a charming 
exterior, Joan Greenwood as Massini’s deliciously scheming fiancée, and Alec Guiness in a tour de force performance as all seven of the soon- to- 

be- deceased members of the D’Ascoyne family.

*It will be the first time that OB Film Nights has shown a classic film of this sort. Please join us in some festive refreshments (included in the ticket price) 
when you come to enjoy this wonderful old film. Further details to follow in the email information before the film.

Find us on www.moviola.org and www.facebook.com/Olivers Battery Parish Council film night
Email OBcommunityfilmnights@gmail.com to add yourself to our monthly mailing list.

OB Community Film Nights, supported by Moviola, are non-profit making, independent, run by local volunteers, 
with the sole aim of bring neighbours and friends together for entertaining film evenings.


