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Dear Ms Masters 
 
 

Eastleigh Local Plan Examination in Public 
Written Response to the Inspector’s Schedule of Matters and Issues 

Via Post and email 
 

Further to my written objection to the Eastleigh Local Plan made under 
Regulation 19 I believe this plan remains unsound and there are outstanding 
questions to be addressed and proposals in mitigation to be made in order to 
make it sound. I have raised these questions and would be grateful if these could 
be taken into consideration: 
 
I represent the Downlands Division of Hampshire County Council. This area 
includes the Parishes of Otterbourne, Compton and Shawford and I would like to 
draw your attention to the unanswered concerns of residents living in these 
parishes associated with the soundness of the proposed Eastleigh Local Plan.  
 
Under Matter 5 Strategic Growth Option (SGO) (Policies S5/S6) 
Transport 
 
5.12 and 5.15 Highbridge Road Railway Bridge 
 
We do not seem to have evidence of Network Rail’s views on the plans to drop 
and re-align the road beneath this narrow railway bridge across the Highbridge 
Rd. Although the access through this bridge may be improved it remains narrow 
and access for large heavy goods vehicles (for example removal, delivery lorries 
and double decker buses) serving the SGO will be restricted. What is the 
proposed alternative access route for large HGVs and double-decker buses and 



where are the studies to show the impact of these large vehicles on the 
alternative rural roads in the adjacent villages of Colden Common, Otterbourne, 
Bishopstoke and Twyford. 
 
5.13 Highbridge Road and Kiln Lane 

 
Highbridge Road and the nearby Kiln Lane traverse the rural gap between the 
developments of Colden Common and Otterbourne; Otterbourne and Allbrook. 
Residents are concerned about the impact of the proposed wide, urban link road 
on the rural character of the area. Unlit parts of the road will have a faster speed 
limit and will create additional noise. Those stretches of road that are lit will 
have a lower speed and lesser noise but the lighting will create a significant 
visual impact in this semi-rural area. This issue has been raised by the South 
Downs National Park in their statement of Common Ground but it is also relevant 
to residents in the Highbridge Road area. 
 
 
5.14 The new link road 

 
There is still no evidence around the timing, mitigation, funding, delivery or 
phasing for this road. Where are the studies showing the impact on the existing 
road infrastructure and on village amenities if this road is not delivered ahead of 
building commencement? Even if planning permission for the link road is 
granted ahead of development it does not mean that funding based on either 
borrowing or sources other than developer contribution is guaranteed. Where 
are the trigger points in the plan to release funding for this road to provide 
reassurance for my residents and allay fears on how this essential piece of 
infrastructure is to be phased and delivered?  
 
5.17 Climate Change Emergency 
 
Hampshire County Council and Winchester City Council have this year declared a 
climate change emergency. What is the likely rise in the carbon footprint for my 
residents as a consequence of the SGO that relies so heavily on the private car 
and road infrastructure to access daily aspects of normal life? Why wasn’t a more 
sustainable location chosen close to a rail link in this busy town originally 
founded around a railway network?  
 
Under Matter 6 Transport, Infrastructure and Delivery (Policies S12, 
DM13, DM40, BO5, BO6, AL1) 
 
6.4 M3 Junction 12 

 
The bridge across the M3 is owned and maintained by Highways England (HE) 
the road over it by Hampshire County Council. Is there evidence that this bridge 
can support the weight of additional traffic from the SGO and who will pay for 
the necessary upgrade? Is this work viable for this development in addition to 
the viability of the link road? Is there sufficient evidence that the widened and 



light controlled adjoining slip roads will be adequate and are they also financially 
viable? Do these plans have the unconditional support of HCC and HE? 
 
6.5  Systra Traffic Study (April 2019) 

 
The traffic modelling study is designed to show the impact of  vehicle 
movements generated from 5300 houses in the SGO on the surrounding road 
infrastructure. There is traffic modelling data provided for the surrounding 
villages within the Winchester District (including Otterbourne, Compton and 
Shawford) in tables 50-54. However there is no narrative either to support the 
data supplied in this report to help explain the potential impact of increased 
traffic volumes on residential amenity in these residential areas. 
 
There is no reference in Systra Study to the impact of the SGO on the M3 Junction 
11, the B3335 and the Hockley Link (Winchester A3090) of the M3. This is a 
congested link every day during peak traffic times with traffic backing up along 
the B3335 through Twyford Village towards Colden Common. What is the 
proposed mitigation solution for increased traffic that will only worsen 
congestion at this junction? 
 
What will be the effect of additional traffic on the daily lives of my residents in 
terms of traffic congestion, noise, pollution, safely walk to school or the shops, 
how easily can they can pull out of their own driveways or how much additional 
time will this additional traffic mean for their daily commute to and from work? 
Where does the plan calculate the additional pressure on existing parking places 
at Winchester and Shawford railway stations? 
 
I would request Eastleigh Borough Council mitigate the increased volume traffic 
affecting the villages of Otterbourne, Compton and Shawford and the M3 
Junction 11 with a S106 financial contribution towards traffic calming measures 
and additional controlled pedestrian crossing points on Main Road, Otterbourne 
and Otterbourne Rd, Compton. A solution at the M3 Junction 11 would need to 
improve on the existing traffic light controls that do not cope well with existing 
traffic levels and I am disappointed to see this omitted from the traffic studies. 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Jan Warwick 
Hampshire County Councillor 
Winchester Downlands 

 
 
 

 


