The OB-server

News and information for the residents of Oliver’s Battery
JANUARY 2020

Inside:

• Very exciting news from Brian Mitchener
about Texas Field

• More travels from our own Lloyd Brammer
• Excellent article on the Legends of the Battery
from local historian Andy Dyne

Introducing the new Editor:
Happy New Year, fellow residents! Delighted to be editing The OB-SERVER. One minute I was having a nice old cup
of tea with Connie Leach, and the next I was disarmed by her persuasive powers into being the new Editor. Honestly
though, I am thrilled that she asked, and hope you enjoy reading it even a quarter as much as I have enjoyed working
on it. Massive thanks to Connie for her superb flagship editions last year.
For those concerned the magazine may be in dubious hands, hopefully the fact that I’m an English teacher will be
reassuring. So feel free to play ‘Error Bingo’ and send me icy emails if I let a rogue typo or punctuation blunder in.

Want to contribute?
Do you have an article within you? I’d love to hear from more residents keen to write articles for the next edition,
especially those with a local history twist. Do you know anything about our World War 1 Texas Drive horse vet
connections? Or about the rumours that Oliver Cromwell’s horses are buried in some of our back gardens? Perhaps
you have a quirky or engaging hobby we can read about?
Also, I’m especially keen to have a ‘Kids’ Corner’ where we hear from younger members of our community. Pictures,
poems, photos of your pet – all contributions gratefully received. Email me at sarahkeene99@gmail.com. To ensure
you get involved, the terrible cringe attempt at a meme will remain until you do…
The OB-SERVER will accept advertising from local traders and organisations; if you would like to buy advertising
space, please email Connie Leech at constanceleach154@gmail.com.
Best wishes,
Sarah Keene, Editor

So can the truth of Oliver’s Battery possibly be as
interesting as the myth?
The earthwork has never been securely dated but is most
likely to be Iron Age in date. Situated on prominent high
ground above the Itchen Valley, along with St Catherine’s
Hill this spur of land flanks the approaches to the
Winchester area from the south, and would have helped
the local proto-Wintonians to dominate the area.

Oliver’s Battery: Legend,
intrigue and warlords...
Conjecture is ever a factor when discussing history and
nobody likes to see a good yarn or legend smashed in
favour of dull historical accuracy. Residents of Oliver’s
Battery would have to be completely oblivious to their
surroundings not to be aware of the earthworks that sit at
the very centre of the community, and not to be vaguely
aware of the legend connected to them: namely that the
ditch and bank monument was constructed by none other
than Oliver Cromwell himself to mount his artillery and
bombard Winchester. This is a wonderful tale and one to
be proud of – depending on your views of Cromwell and
his reputation.
We know for sure that Cromwell was here. He tells us
himself in a letter to Sir Thomas Fairfax “I came to Winchester on the Lord’s day, the 28th of
September; with Colonel Pickering, commanding his own,
Colonel Montague’s, and Sir Hardress Waller’s regiments.
After some dispute with the governor, we entered the
Town. I summoned the Castle; was denied; whereupon we
fell to prepare batteries, which we could not perfect (some
of our guns being out of order) until Friday following. Our
battery was six guns; which being finished, after firing one
round, I sent in a second summons for a treaty; which they
refused. Whereupon we went on with our work, and made
a breach in the wall near the black tower”.
With Winchester Castle held for the King, Cromwell and
the parliamentarians were keen to neutralise this key
garrison and Cromwell himself was in the area and laying
siege in the autumn of 1645. Thus folklore and local legend
has held sway that the enclosure at Oliver’s Battery was
indeed where the formidable general himself located his
artillery and from where he bombarded the town.
This is where conjecture and the smashing of good
stories comes in. He may well have located his camp in
the vicinity. He may well have corralled his artillery here.
Why not? However, we do know that he did not bombard
Winchester from the environs of Oliver’s Battery. It is just
too far distant. Even the most advanced artillery of the
day would not have been able to sling a projectile that far.
Good story ruined. I apologise. The truth is that he must
have positioned his batteries much closer to the town, and
several sources cite him as having them strung out across
Romsey Road somewhere between the hospital and the
West Gate.
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During the Iron-age there was a large enclosed area at
Oram’s Arbour – ideally situated to dominate the crossing
of the river below. It was also about this time that the
summit of St Catherine’s Hill was fortified – one of a
network of Hillforts which exist in this area – a response to
social pressures on land and resources. The monuments
at Oliver’s Battery would have been part of this wider
landscape.
The enclosure itself is small, with shallow ditches and low
banks – it is completely unsuitable for defence. It is much
more likely to be a ritual monument.
Just to the south of Oliver’s Battery lie a cluster of burial
mounds. Since the Neolithic age, people have been
burying the great and the good in mounds which would
have been visible for miles around. These acted almost as
tribal markers – ‘this land belongs to us’. Another cluster of
burial mounds exist on the skyline along the Alresford Road
at the top of Morn Hill. It is probable that our little enclosure
at Oliver’s Battery is a henge monument associated with
the nearby burial mounds.
A further burial was discovered on Oliver’s Battery in
1930 – a truly remarkable grave containing the remains
of a young warrior, interred with his spear, a knife and an
ornate hanging bowl – but this was no Iron Age burial. This
was a warrior from the post Roman Anglo-Saxon world,
helping us understand how society worked in the region
during the 7th and 8th centuries (So cool! More on our
local warrior in a future edition of the OB-server –
Ed). As the Anglo-Saxons came to dominate the Wessex
region the new rulers often reused old burial sites creating
an impression of continuity in land ownership and power.
This is probably what was happening here, within the area
now occupied by our community.
So although there is a little conjecture involved and I’ve
had to smash a popular legend, I’m sure most people
would agree that the truth is far more interesting. I would
argue that our unprepossessing monument is not only one
of the most interesting around Winchester, but also offers
us more insight into the early years of the city than the
grander monuments which receive much more attention.
Andy Dyne, Teacher and Local Historian.

Archaeology on the
Battery – workers at
the excavated site
in 1930

VE DAY
WEEKEND
Friday 8th May 2020 Sunday 10th May 2020

The Bank Holiday at the start of May 2020 has been moved to Friday 8th May. This is so that people all over the country can
celebrate the seventy fifth anniversary of VE Day on Friday 8th May. Long-term OB resident, Ian Millar, explains the history:
“On the 6th June 2019 we commemorated the 75th anniversary of ‘D Day’. This was the landing on the Normandy
coast of France by British, Canadian, Commonwealth, Free French and USA servicemen commencing the invasion to
liberate the peoples of Europe from a fascist dictatorship.
This was the largest amphibious landing ever attempted in the history of that continent and indeed the world. The
endeavour was accompanied by the largest airborne support ever seen. The deaths that followed this invasion, and all
that preceded it, throughout Europe and Russia exceeded millions of men and women on all sides of the conflict; the
destruction to buildings and infrastructures was immense.
Some ten months later, after six years of defying the German Nazis under Adolf Hitler and the Italian Fascist
Government under Benito Mussolini, this country, with the total support of its allies, finally defeated the enemy and on
the 8th May 1945 all hostilities ceased. At this momentous time, the Prime-minister, Winston Churchill, declared that
this one day should be celebrated throughout the country, though other parts of the Commonwealth were still under the
control of the Japanese military and would not obtain freedom until August of that year, now celebrated as ‘VJ Day’.
Many of you will have seen film footage of the celebrations that took place on ‘VE Day’, in London and all other cities,
towns and villages throughout the land. The sheer relief and joy at this return of freedom can be seen on everyone’s
face, even though this was achieved at the cost of the deaths of millions.
So we should now celebrate this momentous point in our history in whatever way we think fit and which would be
thoughtful of the sacrifices of an earlier generation.”
In Oliver’s Battery, the Oliver’s Battery Events Group, with the backing of the Parish Council and the Parochial Church
Council of St Luke’s and St Mark’s churches, are going to organise a Party to take place on the Battery in Oliver’s Battery
Road South on Friday May 8th. We hope as many people will come along as possible - we are planning, music, dancing,
refreshments and all sorts of fun. If you are interested in helping out, or if you have an idea for an activity, then please do get
in touch at oliversbatteryevents@gmail.com and keep an eye on the Oliver’s Battery Parish Council website and Facebook
page.
The Oliver’s Battery Events Group
3

An update from the
Oliver’s Battery
Countryside Group
Corn cockles, ragged Robin, ox eye daisies, poppies, vetch – just
some of the wild flowers which have graced the Battery earthwork over
the past few years. But have you ever wondered who plants them?
These summer blooms are supplied by members of the Oliver’s Battery
Countryside Group, local volunteers who also manage the wildlife area
near the recreation ground. The aim is to create a habitat for bees and
butterflies on the Battery and encourage biodiversity. You may also have
noticed the bird boxes in the trees, which were given in memory of Maurice Walker, who was the leader of the local
RSPB group. If you have seen any birds setting up home in any of them please let us know – there is evidence of
occupancy but we are not sure which of our feathered friends have been using them. Keep a look out!
The OBCG has recently become a member of the Trust for Conservation Volunteers, and welcomes new members.
We have regular work parties at the area near the rec, which we hope will become part of a wildlife corridor. With so
many species in decline, it is vital that we provide a healthy natural environment for our native flora and fauna.
We work alongside other local groups as well – the Brownies were AMAZING last summer at keeping the wild flowers
watered. The church uses the wildlife area for the occasional service, and there have been educational visits for
young people and for Winchester Gold, a disability charity.
If you care about wildlife and can give the occasional hour or so to help out, or to provide advice and support, then
please contact Martin Keys on 01962-842610.
Jane Bates
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The charity is now in the process of closure following the decision by the Parochial
Church Council of St Luke and St Mark to withdraw from the agreement to lease
its land. In dispersing the charity’s funds, the members of OBCC have generously
donated 50 padded chairs for use in St Mark’s Church hall
for the benefit of the residents of Oliver’s Battery. It is to be
regretted that it was not possible to provide the parish with a
modern community centre.
Ian Millar, Chairman
On behalf of the Trustees

In the April edition Lloyd Brammer told us how he was able to walk ever further after his stroke over two years ago.
Happily, he reports here on an even more intrepid journey he and the family have made…

harshly. For they can barely read nor write or watch TV,
as the aphasia doesn't allow information to be fed into
the brain. They're all Stroke Survivors.

LLOYD’S VOYAGE
Last two seasons I've walked with you to the rec and
Sainsbury's but now I'm venturing further, like an Alan
Wicker or Simon Reeve. Accompany me, we're going
on a cruise…
"Ahoy there, ship mates!" is all I've heard since we've
been back. Aha, well it made me laugh anyway. I'd
always been in awe mathematically of how ships
actually float. As written by Archimedes in 250 BC,
"as something immersed in fluid experiences an
upward force equal to the weight of fluid displaced." A
pioneering mathematical achievement. We'd always
flown to Poland on holidays for years, staying with my
in-laws. And flew in August, where being ambulifted up
to the aircraft was a treat. Our children hadn't actually
experienced a proper holiday. Now the time had come
for a right on holiday, one which we'd remember well,
booked only weeks prior.
Before we set sail, I recalled my weekly afternoon coffee
get-togethers with fellow stroke survivors. Thinking of
Dave who has a recurring dream where he relives his
time on the Isle of man when he was a mere teenager
who went to school with, wait for it, a class of girls; he
was one of four boys in the entire class. Well if he's
not a lucky bloke, who is, I ask you! Peter - the funny
one in a laughable way, who, whenever I mention the
name John Barry my favourite composer, erupts into
an uproarious laugh and hasn't stopped laughing since.
Lastly I thought of Jez who looks normal enough, good
man, good speech, but finds it hard to concentrate. Matt
our gardener gets our garden into shape. Jean a lovely
Lady who comes with her daughter Venetia. And Paul
whose wheelchair bound at present, but as I instil in
him it's only a matter of time before he walks. He comes
with his Mum Christine. Peter, Dave and I have been
named 'The Three Musketeers' or 'Band of Brothers' by
some, as we cause controversial commotions wherever
we go. Oh dear! In a way it's sad to think that hardly any
of my afternoon coffee guests would be able to read this
article, as many of them have aphasia which hit them

Making it to dock 10, where our huge vessel awaits.
Parking the car to find our suitcases collected by a little
truck, taken on board the massive ship. We proceed
to be greeted by the welcoming staff. And when I
first see the mighty ship in all its glory, I weep. The
"Independence of the Seas" towering with its grandeur
proportions. It has 18 decks, is 339 metres in length
and 160,000 gross tons. This city on water is awaiting
to transport us on its voyage to Le Havre, Vigo-Spain
and Lisbon. This is going to be a cinematic, theatrical,
'razmatazz' journey voyaging across the sea of time.
I'm being wheel-chaired up the ramps now, with my
man from special services. Walking towards our cabin,
on hearing the sudden noise of the foghorn blasting, I
feel I'm on the 'Titanic'. It's funny reading Jeffrey Archer
on board, in which a liner MV Buckingham is on her
maiden voyage to New York when something happens,
but to not to give away any spoilers - I won't divulge
anything.
Eating was luxurious as we dined between a choice of
restaurants. We ate mostly in Windjammers, buffet type
meals where you could literally eat all day, breakfast,
lunch, afternoon snacks/tea, and dinner. Often we'd
go to the promenade latish for pizzas and coffee. By
then we were famished. All staff are polite, all 1,000 of
them greeting hello; I’m feeling like I'm on home ground
again.
I walk 2 miles every day in the open air on deck 12
around the walking/running track, whist at the same time
keeping an eye on our children playing in the pools, a
deck below- Mummy's in tow. "Hello Mummy." More for
children, bungee jumping, rock climbing, lazer tag and
if you fancy it, water surfing. Views from deck 12 are
amazing. No litter, a nod to local resident Chris Owen
who's been clearing litter every Sunday. I'm karaokeing 'Feeling good' now. Much praise from admirers, my
No1 fans. Well I can't talk so well but I can surely belt
them out.
Well this is what I'd always wanted to do. Be safe,
manoeuvre easy via lifts, have good access even
for me. To sail away from cold to warm sun, through
different time zones, sleep and awaken to a new port,
different country. To feel waves crashing up against
the vessel, like huge beasts. Looking over our balcony
feeling warm air. And to be completely surrounded by
an ocean of endless possibilities.
As this is what I didn't believe I'd ever be able to do since
my stroke, but if you will it, you can do the impossible.
So live life to the full, challenge yourself, never look
back, never retreat and continue pedalling. The end for
now but I'll surely be back…
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A stop press moment! Many congratulations to the Oliver’s Battery Events Team
whose inaugural event was the extremely successful Tree Lighting Celebration,
with community Carol singing and enough mulled wine to stun a whale…

Special thanks to those who contributed:
Oliver’s Battery Parish Council, St Mark’s Church, Incognito, Oliver's Battery WI, W&H Barbershop,
Thrive Cafe and Wellbeing, Oliver’s Battery Stores, Grovely Pets, Oliver's Battery Dental Surgery,
Tesco & Starbucks.
Enquiries please contact oliversbatteryevents@gmail.com
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Texas Field remains
an Asset of
Community Value Landowner's Appeal
Dismissed
The Oliver’s Battery Parish Council (PC) is delighted
to announce that the Appeal lodged by the landowner
and potential developer of the Land known as “Texas
Field” was dismissed by Judge Moira MacMillan on
29th November.
The Judge found that:

Land is used by the local community for a
• The
range of activities that are not de minimis and which
further their social wellbeing and social interest.

activities for which the Land is used by the local
• The
community as described in the evidence bundle are
an actual current use of the Land.

purposes for which the Land is used by
• The
members of the local the community is not ancillary
or subordinate to its agricultural purpose.

public’s use of the Land is now, in effect, as
• The
a recreation field and it is realistic to think that the
public’s use of the Land might continue.

This means that the Land will remain listed by Winchester
City Council (WCC) as an ‘Asset of Community Value’
(ACV).

The PC sincerely thanks all those who took part in
putting together our submission of evidence, which
helped convince the judge of our case. Residents
took part in two surveys on their use of the Land, six
people submitted witness statements demonstrating
their widely different usage of the Land over a number
of years and after an appeal in the spring edition of The
OB-server, many, many residents sent in photographs
which demonstrated how they and their families used
the Land (the PC will be sharing the photographs it used
as a key evidence on its website, once the appropriate
permissions have been granted). Additionally, local
councillors from both Hampshire and Winchester gave
their support by facilitating access to HCC legal advice
and at hearings at WCC. Parish Councillors themselves
organised all the material and photographs which
formed part of the some 520 pages of evidence which
made up the ‘bundle’ of evidence presented to the
Judge. This effort from so many people demonstrates
just how important this issue is for our community.
So what does it actually mean, for the Land to be listed
as an ACV? It means that, if the landowner wants
to sell the Land, they must tell WCC and the PC will
be informed. The PC can then enact the Community
Right to Bid, which gives them a moratorium period of
six months, during which time the landowner cannot
proceed to sell the Land, to determine if the PC can
raise the finance to purchase the Land. However, at the
end of the six months, the sale of the Land takes place
under normal market conditions and, whilst the PC is
given a chance to submit a bid, the landowner is not
bound to accept it.
Cllr Brian Mitchener
Extremely welcome news from the OBPC! Thank
you to Cllr Mitchener for the update which was
announced just before we went to press. Ed.
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Beech and oak trees are looking
glorious in their autumn hues,
with lots of fungi growing
amongst the fallen leaves and
attached to decaying wood.
Amongst the leaf litter tiny
mini beasts scuttle out of the
way including a ladybird,
earwig and black ground beetle.

Walking with my
sketchbook
An Autumnal Walk through Compton Woods
Wendy Bramall
Squirrels everywhere,
scurrying and
scampering up trees
and collecting nuts
to bury.

Also collecting acorns was a very handsome
Jay. When I approached, it flew off with flash
of white rump and blue wing patches. And
such a noisy bird!
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3rd
Winchester
City
Brownies
Another term of fun and activity for the girls this autumn
starting with the underlying theme of ‘Know Myself’.
First up, an evening of Magnificent Memories, where
the girls looked back at their summer holidays and
learned different ways to help remember things.
When girls join the Brownies they are hopefully
eager to try new things, to learn about themselves,
their community and their world along the way. Each
Brownie is invited to make a promise when she joins a
Brownie ‘Pack’ and so we decided to spend an evening
looking at what exactly a promise is and what The
Brownie Promise means. This involved briefly looking
at the history of Brownies and most importantly the
ethos and values that Lord and Lady Baden Powell laid
down for the organisation at the outset. The girls made
a Promise Torch from coloured paper to think about
what they as an individual were promising. Each of the
flames represented a line of their Brownie Promise.

Our proud flag
bearer at the
service held at
St Luke’s Church,
Stanmore.

A wacky relay race
that set everyone
up to do well and
therefore do their best
was a grand finale to
the evening. This led
onto a week where
we explored feelings
and body language,
then an evening of
curiosity where the
girls had to think up
‘why?’ questions. For
instance ‘why does
popping candy pop in your mouth?’ (Do you know the
answer?) ‘Why did uniforms for Brownies in the past
have pockets?’ Tawny Owl did a brilliant ‘pick a pocket or
two...’ evening to illustrate why they did and indeed what
they contained. See if you can work out why a Brownie
would have a large clean handkerchief, safety pin,
plaster, notebook & pencil, string, and a coin to make a
telephone call in her uniform pockets in the past.
On Sunday 10th November this year, along with many
organisations and communities across the nation, we
remembered those who fought in the two world wars and
all wars after.
The girls have had to learn how to negotiate and
compromise and used these skills one evening when
asked to design a zoo. Yes, a zoo! Many penguins
and pandas but no rainbow unicorns in sight this week
thankfully! Next, we thought about celebrations we have
as a society or community and the traditions we practise.
We then planned our own Christmas disco party for the
end of term. Definitely food, music, pass the parcel and
some Christmas sparkles please!
What is a community? Stop that bus! Our night walk
from St Marks Church Hall, Oliver’s Battery to The First
Plaice Chip Shop in St Cross hopefully identified some
of the facilities we are lucky to enjoy in Oliver’s Battery,
Badger Farm and Stanmore, as well as being thoroughly
enjoyable knowing that hot freshly fried chips awaited us!

Our Night Walk ended in the best way –
with chips!

We have finished the term with some sewing to create
a colourful cover for a notepad and food technology preparing nutritious raw vegetables and fruit by grating,
peeling, slicing, mashing, sieving and blending to make
Fantastic Fajitas, Gourmet Guacamole and Mouth
Watering Mango and Raspberry ice cream. Delicious!
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NEWS FROM ST MARK’S
-----------------------------------------ST MARK'S CHURCH TAIZÉ GROUP

Andrew Howes writes:
Welcome to our group!
On the third Sunday of every month except August, a
small community of people meet at St Mark's Church
to share peace, stillness, and meditative chant using
Christian mantra from the Abbey of Taizé in France. The
Taizé community was formed in 1941 by Brother Roger
who wrote many of the prayers and chants. It provides
a meeting point for people of all nations, denominations
and creeds to come together and consciously be with
God through the media of silence, prayer and chant.
There are now many small prayer-groups based on
the Taizé model throughout the world. The chant books
we use comprise short repetitive chants prepared so
that most people can sing simultaneously in their own
languages or in Latin.
My partner Anne Francis and I first tried Taizé at
Winchester Cathedral and having been deeply affected
and supported by the experience, decided to start our
own group here on the Battery. This we did with the help
of our friends, fellow committed Christians Barry and
Karen Trewinnard. We are now in our third year and
generally attract between twelve and sixteen people
including non-church-goers. Everyone takes part in
some way or other; by listening, by joining in singing
the chants if they wish, reading prayers, asking God to
address their concerns through prayers of petition and

SAVE THE DATES!
Christingle Candlemas Celebration
We would love you
and your friends
and family to come
to our service.
Come and
make your own
Christingle
Candle.
Date: Sunday 26th January 2020
Time: 3:30 – 5pm
At: St Mark’s Church, Oliver’s Battery
www.stlukeswinchester.co.uk/st-marks-family-event
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responding. Everyone shares the ten-minute silence
for meditation in the middle.
There are no preconditions or requirements to come
along and there is no formal 'group' as such. Everyone
is welcome and you do not need to be able to sing, just
to come and be. Having said that of course singers and
musicians are welcome; we would like to get a small
music group going and solo singers would be welcome
to share the cantor parts to the chants. In the picture
we are playing host to our friends from St. Barnabas
Church in Weeke and look forward to sharing in one of
their Taizé gatherings in the New Year. We are a very
happy, friendly group; if you would like to come along,
we would be very pleased to see you.
God Bless!

St Mark’s Church & Community Centre
The launch of the refurbishment project for St Mark’s
Church and Community Centre will be held on Monday
10th February at St Mark’s Church, with meetings
and presentations at 2pm and 8pm. We would like
to share our vision with the whole of the community,
and welcome your views and support. See you there!

LADIES, OLIVER'S BATTERY WI LOOK
FORWARD TO MEETING YOU IN 2020
Since returning to the Battery in September 2019 after a
2 year absence, Oliver's Battery WI have found St Mark's
Church Hall welcoming, warm and comfortable too, thanks
to the loan of the cinema group's cushions! Our speakers
continue to expand our knowledge and awareness and
inspire audience participation. Humour and questions are
all part of an average WI evening out and there's always
time for the raffle and refreshments with homemade cakes
thrown in for good measure.
We've been busy supporting
community ventures outside the Hall
too. In September we took to the
streets to encourage the Winchester
Half Marathon runners as they
climbed the long incline from Hursley
up Old Kennels Lane. Undaunted
by the intermittent heavy showers
they were still enthusiastic to get
to the finish line and home! We've
collected bras for the 'Smalls For All' women's charity, and
through November and December have been supporting
Trinity Winchester with toiletries and seasonal wrapped
shoeboxes packed with love and filled with useful gifts
and accessories for the festive period. To end the year our
Christmas meeting will have been one of shared fun and
friendship with quizzes, raffle, food and some dance tuition
supplied by our surprise guest speaker.

In 2020 we will continue to meet monthly in St Mark's
Church Hall - usually on the 3rd Monday of the month, from
19:30 until about 22:00. The first meeting is on Monday
20 January when we'll be hearing from John Webster on
'Grandma flew Spitfires.'
Future Meetings: 17 February - Ann Henderson talk on
Women's Health; 16 March - Thrive's Story of Gardening;
22 April - Wednesday - 20th Birthday Meeting with Singer
Caryn Morant (Raffle for ACWW);18 May - Annual Meeting;
15 June - Fernheath ‘Not just a Place to Play – the story of
an adventure playground by Patricia (Paddy) Williamson.
We also run monthly Book, Craft and
Knit and Natter groups. Having said
that, WI is a lot more than knitting,
baking and singing Jerusalem! This
is an open invitation to ladies of any
age. Come to a meeting (two for
free) and find out for yourself if we're
the group for you. We are just one
of many WI groups in Winchester.
Please contact oliversbatterysec@
hampshirewi.org.uk if you'd like more information or to be
put in touch with a 'buddy'. Alternatively please just turn
up.
We look forward to meeting you over a cuppa and some
cake!
In friendship,
Oliver’s Battery WI

OLIVER’S BATTERY
SOCIAL EVENINGS AT THE

SOUTH WINCHESTER
GOLF COURSE
The Golf Club Bar is open for Oliver's Battery
residents on the following Thursdays
from 6.00pm - 9.00 pm.
Bring a neighbour or two and
have dinner and a drink or three.

Put these dates in your Diary now!

Thursday 23rd January
Thursday 20th February
Thursday 19th March
Thursday 23rd April
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OLIVER’S BATTERY COMMUNITY FILM NIGHTS
SPRING SEASON JANUARY – APRIL 2020
at St Mark’s Church, Oliver’s Battery Road South SO22 4EZ.

Doors open 7pm; short film 7.30pm; main feature 8pm. Refreshments served.
All tickets £6, pay on the door, no concessions, wheelchair accessible.
BRING A CUSHION Considerate parking please in local streets.

Wednesday 29 January: ‘Blinded by the Light’ 2019; 12A 117 mins

British musical comedy, drama Directed by Gurinder Chadha (also made ‘Bend it like Beckham’) starring Viviek Kalra and Kulvinder Ghir
Set in the Midlands in the late 1980s, and based on Sarfraz Manzoor’s semi-autobiographical book, this is the story of Javid, a British teenager
of Pakistani heritage, who yearns for a life away from his strict father and the intolerance and limitations of his home town. His lightbulb
moment comes when he hears the music of Bruce Springsteen, and makes a connection between Springsteen’s lyrics and his own working
class experience. This is a light-touch comedy with a sadness at its heart-it shows what can happen when someone discovers an outlet for their
aspirations and, like Javid in the film, finds a way to express his own voice.

Wednesday 26 February: ‘The Current War’ 2018; 12A 106 mins
Historical drama Starring Tom Holland, Benedict Cumberbatch, Nicholas Hoult and Katherine Waterson Directed by Alfonso Gomez-Rejon
An exciting telling of the first and possibly the greatest corporate feud in American history between two titans of the modern age. The ‘current’,
is DC electricity, Thomas Edison’s amazing discovery, with which he plans to light up the whole of Manhattan. Unfortunately for him, George
Westinghouse and the charismatic genius Nicolai Tesla, have much grander plans between them to electrify the whole of America, and possibly
the world, through their invention of AC current.

Wednesday 25th March: ‘Official Secrets’ 2019; 15 112 mins
True life political drama Starring Keira Knightley, Ralph Fiennes Directed by Gavin Hood

Set in 2003, this is a gripping story of British intelligence specialist agent Katherine Gun, who, when dealing with the routine handling of sensitive
documents, is shocked to find evidence that America is asking Britain to collect compromising information on various members of the UN.
Realising that this might lead Britain into supporting war in the Middle East against Iraq, she decides to risk her career and to become a whistle
blower. Described as a shrewd, exciting and intelligent spy drama, Knightley gives an excellent performance in a contemporary role.

Wednesday 29th April: ‘1917’ (film tbc) 2019; rating and running time not yet confirmed

British First World War drama Directed by Sam Mendes Starring Andrew Scott, Benedict Cumberbatch, Richard Madden and many others
There was limited information available about this film when we were putting this list together, but we were impressed with its credentials: its
quality (as shown in the trailer), its exciting storyline and its cast of outstanding actors and its leading director, so we thought it worth including
there. Set during the first world war, ‘1917’ is similar to ‘Saving Private Ryan’. Its a gripping story of two young soldiers, instructed to deliver a
message across enemy lines in a seemingly impossible mission to save 100s of lives. We also felt our audience might appreciate some local
references: much of the film was shot on Salisbury Plain, and some specific items of clothing were made by local people.
More information will be available nearer the time; meanwhile, we hope we’ve whetted your appetite for this powerful new film.
(Please note, this film still is to be confirmed.)

Find us on www.moviola.org and www.facebook.com/Olivers Battery Parish Council film night
Email OBcommunityfilmnights@gmail.com to add yourself to our monthly mailing list.
OB Community Film Nights, supported by Moviola, are non-profit making, independent, run by local volunteers,
with the sole aim of bring neighbours and friends together for entertaining film evenings.
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