
February 2020 District Council Report 

 

City Council Budget Meeting Report 

At the last council meeting the budget was passed, and the council’s key priorities for the 

next five years are: 

1. Putting the environment at the heart of all we do,  

2. Ensuring that we have the right homes in the right places,  

3. Creating a vibrant local economy both in Winchester itself and our market towns,  

4. Reducing health inequalities across our district,  

5. Delivering good value, high quality services that our residents deserve. 

Our key priority – the environment – is at the heart of everything that we do. 

The global climate crisis is one of the biggest challenges we face.  That is why we declared a 

climate emergency and are already taking bold action, to have the opportunity to deliver a 

carbon neutral council by 2024 and ensure that we take steps towards the wider district 

target by 2030.  So we have put money into our policies and actions so that we can really 

make a difference to people’s lives wherever they live in the district. 

To reduce our carbon footprint there are three key areas we need to tackle – transport, 

energy and housing.   

The budget has set aside £750k to fund the implementation of our Carbon Neutrality Plan 

and we look forward to reporting in more detail about our proposals over the coming 

months.  

The Council has already approved a programme to install 32 electric vehicle charging points 

in our car parks across the district.  The new Parking and Access Strategy ensures that in the 

City, vehicles are discouraged from coming into the centre by increasing the differential 

parking charges within the Air Quality Management Action zone (AQMA). 



The commitment to fund £350k to boost additional investment in parking services will mean 

that the council can invest in improved bus routes, and introduce Sunday Park and Ride 

services.   

The council will be switching the electricity for all our council buildings to renewable sources 

from April this year which will mean a net saving of 20% of carbon emissions, whilst also 

looking at opportunities for investment into energy generation and installing solar PV on 

council buildings wherever possible. 

A  tree planting programme has begun in earnest and already far exceeds the target set out 

in the Carbon Action Plan.  Together with our partners 334 new trees were planted over two 

days in Waterlooville and we have committed to planting 200 trees at the new Winchester 

Sport and Leisure Park.  In addition, we are also committing to a managed programme of 

maintenance on our trees on council land across the district. 
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