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With lockdown three in full swing and the potential that this could be the reality for the next 
few weeks is not till March, it is important to remind residents and Parish Councils what we 
as the city Council are doing to support and help residents and businesses in the district.   

How the council can help in these trying times: 

• Visiting essential retailers of all sizes from supermarkets to corner stores to ensure COVID-19 
Secure measures are in place 

• Supporting taxi drivers so you can be sure that all COVID-19 secure measures are in place for 
those who rely on this form of transport to get food, go to work, or to get medical help - and 
we're also raising awareness of the (brilliant) Jabs for Cabs campaign 

• Distributing over £3.5 million in financial support to over 1,300 retail, hospitality and leisure 
businesses which were required to close due to COVID-19 restrictions 

• Supporting our street homeless into safe overnight accommodation 
• Manning our Local Response Centre to help those in need with anything you need to stay at 

home safely (our helpline number is 0333 370 400) 
• Meanwhile, the £70,000 in grants we’ve provided to support community projects such as 

food banks is helping local people 
• Our roll out of business rate relief and business grants continues, we’re also helping 

businesses get online with advice from a specialist company - Digital Islands 
• We've been supporting safe shopping with our Ambassadors and Marshals while continuing 

to maintain hand sanitising stations and the cleaning of public toilets in our centres 
• RingGo pay-by-phone parking has arrived too – at no extra charge to you – no more handling 

cash or touching keypads needed in our car parks 

 



Changes to the waste collection 
 
From 1 February, garden waste bags will no longer be collected but you can still get your garden 
ready for spring with a brand new brown wheelie bin. For residents who have not signed up here is 
the link https://www.winchester.gov.uk/waste-recycling/garden-waste-collection-sign-up 
 
You can also now recycle electrical items such as toasters and kettles. 
Starting next week, you can pop them in a carrier bag and place them next to your bin on collection 
day. In addition, if you have any household batteries, you can place them in a sandwich bag on top 
of your bin and we'll collect these too! 
 
The Mayor of Winchesters Community Awards 
 
Our Mayor of Winchesters Community Awards are open for nominations.   These are an opportunity 
for members of the community who go the extra mile and make real difference locally to be 
recognised.  In the trying times of covid-19 so many people have stepped up and helped. This is a 
chance for them to be rewarded.    
 
If you know someone selfless that has made a real difference to people and places in the district you 
can make your nominations via this link 
https://www.winchester.gov.uk/forms/ShowForm.asp?fm_fid=490 
 
The Local Plan 
  
The issues of planning and understand how we want our communities to look is paramount to most 
of us.  We are working on producing the Local Plan 2038 and we will soon be inviting residents and 
Parish Councils to have your say on development in the district. 
 
To ensure that you are keep up to date on the consultation sign up to receive our dedicated mailing 
list.  https://www.winchester.gov.uk/no-listing/local-plan-enewsletter. 
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