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Welcome to the May 21 edition of the OB-server. Before you read any further 
- Please don’t throw away the three inserts to your magazine!!! No, we are 
not delivering pizza, nor offering you outstanding offers on reclining arm chairs. 
Instead, the letter, the survey and the card all relate to important articles in the 
magazine. So read on … 

For this edition, we are focussing on the major issue of Sustainability. We hear 
about our first OB Event since lockdown, The Green Picnic - we’re looking forward 
to this and to hearing about what it means for us. 

And artist and illustrator Wendy Bramall’s article below reminds us of the rich 
biodiversity we have around us. Yet, as we stumble out from our enforced isolation, 
we realise just how much around us is under threat. Let’s hope that our community 
is strong and resilient, in facing the changes and challenges that are confronting us.

With all good wishes from your Editor Connie Leach

A Woodcock
Towards the end of February this year, one of my 
neighbours appeared at the door with a carrier bag 
containing the body of a dead woodcock. They had 
found it at the side of a path by Pitt roundabout that 
leads to the South Winchester Golf Course. Its neck 
was broken, most likely the result of being hit by a car. 

The patterning on its feathers was beautiful and one 
could see how brilliantly camouflaged it would be in 
its natural habitat of the woodland floor. Even though 
the changes of finding one are slim, you may be lucky 
enough during the breeding season to see the male 
bird at dusk perform its territorial roding display as it 
flies and calls along the woodland rides. 

I was reminded of the time a few years ago one 
winter when it was snowing and I came home to find 
a woodcock in the garden. It stayed for about an hour 
before flying off over the fence. At the time I had a 
commission from Guernsey Post to design six bird 
stamps of which one was a Woodcock. My reference 
until then had been specimens from the Hampshire 
Cultural Trust’s natural history collection, so it was 
extra special to see the living bird. 

The bird which Alan found may have been a migrant 
from Europe, as many fly over to escape the very cold 
winters. Their long beaks are designed to probe into 
the soft earth in search of worms, insects and beetles 
which is difficult if the ground is frozen.

When I was painting the bird I was intrigued to find the 
tiny pin feather, a small pointed plume at the base of 
the leading primary. Years ago it was used by artists to 
paint portraits on ivory. Today this is a lost art but for 
one artist Collin Woolf shoes work is most sought after. 
You can see his intricate watercolours on his website 
www.wildart.co.uk 

Wendy Bramall
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My dear OB friends
...... Like a piece of beautifully written music magically lifting 
our spirits - this is how we've all felt since our lockdown's 
finally been lifted. We can all give a sigh of relief returning 
to normality, where we can celebrate with joyous jubilation, 
waking up with the sweet harmonisation sounds of birdy-
songs.

I celebrated yesterday too, in glorious weather on Friday 
23rd April with my free bus pass, by catching the No 5 bus 
into Winchester. Ordering a lovely latte, sitting outside in 
the warmth of the sun at Pret A Manger. Oh what bliss, to 
be free again.

Celebrating maybe, but some of us can still feel vulnerable, 
finding ourselves in unknown territory in unfamiliar 
situations. So we search for signs and pathways to safely, 
looking again for the familiar. And yet so this lockdown 
world has been so familiar to us recently, with many having 
had long confinements - 'Cabin Fever'! Feeling isolated, 
lonely, for some have become anxious or depressive, our 
mental stability has become affected. We so desperately 
wanted to socialise with our friends over a tea or coffee, or 
over a pint or a glass of wine in a pub.

The harsh reality hit hard. Non-Covid hospitalisation 
surgery in waiting. Many thousands dying, restrictive 
attendances at wedding ceremonies and funerals. For 
some not being able to attend a loved one’s funeral. We 
knew of people losing their jobs, of grocery shopping in 
short supply and of panic buying, of closure of theatres 
and cinemas, and of online shopping. And to get a haircut, 
forget it!  How did we keep our sanity? What was the world 
coming to? An end?  No, but it has made us re-think. 

We've become accustomed to adapting to a new norm. 
People working from home, redesigning their homes to 
accommodate this new venture. Making pathways for 
a new world where they'll be less pollution, less aircraft 
noise, less worries about our environment and climate 
change, while protecting our planet. 

Our children's successful home-schooling and their being 
in touch with nature, has changed the way forward with 
video Zoom calls. As are our group meetings changed 
and driven, which have opened so many doors that may 
otherwise have been closed.

My lovely wife's garden has been her haven. A therapeutic 
escape from the daily stress of work. While digging she'll of 
often see a sweet little robin red breast, tweeting a chirpy 
tune, then flying away to another garden. While watching 

in awe as our trees blossom and flowers grow with all their 
natural beauty, reminds us of the time of year I cherish so 
much. 'Spring'.....

..... On a trip to New York, by chance l listened to a track 
in a bookstore by a 'new age' Norwegian / Irish group 
with violin, piano and lyrics called 'Secret Garden', who 
write lyrical harmonies expressing emotion. I bought the 
CD and blessed that day, for their composition 'First Day 
of Spring' so reminds me of this season, and 'End of a 
Journey', speaks to me of enduring these turbulent times, 
- we've all been on that perilous journey. Listening to these 
is my escape. You can follow them to on YouTube. Go 
on, have a listen! (Yes, they are lovely. Thanks Lloydy, for 
sharing your thoughts. Ed.)

Lastly in moments of despair, my thoughts turn to the 
serene beauty of a waterfall. Rocks dissipating the flow of 
falling water upon its descent, while  it sings a melodiously 
mesmerising medley. Quite enchanting.

Welcome to a New Safer world

Until next time

Lloyd

KEEPING 
IN TOUCH
The Parish Council is very keen to keep you up to 
date with what is happening in the parish and to 
further develop the sense of a community.  The best 
method for this is to use email. Our aim would be as 
focussed as possible to your interests and for this 
we need your consent. 

You can either opt to receive updates on what is 
happening in Oliver’s Battery such as meetings and 
events in Oliver’s Battery or more specialist groups. 
For example, the contact list for the Winchester 
Local Plan/Royaldown, worked well in connection 
with providing advice and support in helping local 
residents complete Winchester City Council’s recent 
Your Place Your Plan consultation. 

The other specialist groups are for those who wish 
to become more actively involved in the Battery by 
volunteering time. Currently we have:

• Events Group (to support events in the Battery), 

• Handyperson Group (various activities to keep 
the Recreation Ground and Battery safe for 
others with minor maintenance work of all kinds)

• Sustainability Group (wide ranging team from 
energy to biodiversity)

To receive emails from us, either email the Clerk 
to receive the GDPR consent form or download 
it from here: https://www.oliversbattery.info/
wp-content/uploads/2021/05/GDPR-CONSENT-
FORM-May-2021.docx . Return to the Clerk either 
via email or post. We look forward to hearing from 
you.

David Kirkby (Vice Chair)
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It can sometimes feel like we have a crisis of connection in 
this country. Over the past 18 months we have discovered that 
many people (including within our community) feel isolated and 
unseen - maybe you identify with this sense of feeling unseen… 
This uncertainty and isolation often underlie our most pressing 
problems, from continuing racial and economic injustice to an 
epidemic of loneliness, not to mention the mental health problems 
and mental illness that one in four of us will experience. Often 
distrust keeps us from tackling issues like social disconnection, 
mental ill health, loneliness, and climate change. But as residents 
of Oliver’s Battery we have the opportunity to work together to 
create social trust and weave fellow our neighbours together to 
strengthen our community.

I love the concept of people weaving. People weaving is a way of 
life and a state of mind, not a set of actions. It is about the spirit 
of caring you bring to each interaction with someone else. It is 
a willingness to be open and loving, whether you get anything 
in return. All people long for honest, deep connection. People 
weavers make the effort to build those connections and make 
others feel valued. People weaving means that we view our 

community as home and try to make it loving and welcoming.  People weaving means that we treat neighbours as family 
regardless of outward difference and finally, people weaving finds meaning and joy in connection and caring for others.

As we have overseen the refurbishment of St Mark’s we have carefully considered the impact of our work on the environment. 
We care for creation as an integral part of loving our neighbours and following God faithfully. We can’t sweep carbon under 
the carpet – certainly not the amount that’s threatening our world. Global emissions of carbon dioxide to the atmosphere 
from fossil fuel burning are currently approaching seven billion tonnes of carbon per annum – and rising rapidly – according 
to leading environmentalist Sir John Houghton. ‘Unless strong measures are taken, they will reach two or three times their 
present levels during the 21st century and stabilisation of greenhouse gas concentrations and climate will be nowhere in 
sight.’ he wrote in his book “When Enough is Enough”.

Houghton said that to stabilise carbon dioxide concentrations, 21st century emissions must reduce to a fraction of their 
present levels before the century’s end. It sounds like there is very little we can do about it – in our church and community 
centre or in our individual lives. But Houghton assures us there is plenty we can do. Here are his recommendations:

– when purchasing vehicles or appliances, choose ones that are fuel efficient;

– ensure our homes are as energy efficient as possible;

– purchase electricity from a ‘green’ supplier guaranteeing it is from renewable sources;

– use public transport, car-share more frequently, or travel less;

– support leaders in government or industry who promote solutions.

Christians tend to believe that working to preserve and protect creation is both a religious obligation and an act of worship. 
Just as we are connected to one another, so we are connected to the environment and have a responsibility to steward it 
well.  We are at a critical moment in history. As a community we get to choose to live in a way that preserves the world’s 
resources for future generations but we have to act now, before we reach a tipping point that’s too difficult to come back 
from. 

Marianne Foster, St Mark’s Church

SAVE THE DATE!
OPEN AFTERNOON - SUNDAY 13TH JUNE 2pm-5pm at ST MARK’S CHURCH 

Come and see how your generous donations have enabled us to complete the first phase of our church and community 
centre renovation. Thank you! 

We will now start fundraising for the second phase of the refurbishment, beginning with the kitchen and the front porch.
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The problem we have here is that we sit on the top of 
the hill, but the land that surrounds us is all in different 
parishes, Hursley and Compton and Shawford. We have 
no direct influence on what happens on it, landowners 
don’t even have to consult us. The only open green space 
we have is Texas field. We know the landowner wants to 
develop; the SHELAA document would allow 188 houses 
to be developed on it, in spite of it being listed as an Asset 
of Community Value. All the other blocks of land around 
us are up for possible development also. The decision lies 
with Winchester City Council as to what happens next, 
what gets build on, what stays green. And whether or not 
we have a Green Belt around South Winchester. 

Oh, the situation is hopeless, one may say, just give in, get 
the net curtains so we don’t see the half-built housing were 
there used to be fields. But for me, that has never been an 
option. Instead, I joined the CPRE. I got them involved, 
right back when Pitt Vale was looming on the horizon. 

The CPRE is a national, independent, non-political, non-
aligned charity, funded entirely through its members 
“CPRE Hampshire works to promote, protect and enhance 
the thriving Hampshire countryside. As a widely respected 
campaigns organisation, we work for a countryside that’s 
rich in nature, accessible to everyone and supports 
the right development in the right place.” says Natalie 
Hargreaves, Volunteer and Membership Co-ordinator 
(hantssupportercare@cprehampshire.org.uk), in the letter 
enclosed in this magazine. 

CPRE Hampshire has been supporting the work of the 
Save South Winchester group. Again, Natalie Hargreaves 
says in her letter, “To protect the countryside, CPRE 
Hampshire strives to ensure the right development in 
the right place. The proposed ‘Royaldown’ development 
to build 5,000 homes on green fields between existing 
settlements is clearly the wrong development in the wrong 
place.

Experienced volunteer planners at CPRE Hampshire have 
now carried out an assessment of a tract of chalk downland 
surrounding the South West of Winchester, the site of the 
proposed development, and have concluded that it is 
countryside and green space of such high quality as to 
qualify as a ‘Valued Landscape’ that requires protection. 
This report, along with our formal response, has now been 
shared with Winchester City Council.” 

From the Front Line
(A personal view)

We arrived in 2002, just around Mum’s 80th birthday. We’d 
been looking for a house together for a while, and we 
both liked what we saw of Oliver’s Battery. We loved the 
shops, the funny looking little church on the green. We sat 
at the front window, watching the skies and the weather 
approaching from the south west across the golf course. 
I liked being on the top of the hill, the views all around, 
you could see for miles and miles. And we loved the quiet, 
the remoteness of it all. We felt like we were in a small 
sized world of our own, even though we were so close 
to Sainsburys. The Badger Farm road cut us off from the 
outside world. And I have to say, we liked it that way. 

“This would be a good place to defend,” I said one day, 
looking out the window as usual, “three roads in, three 
roads out, too steep on one side, and we’d see them 
coming across the golf course on the other.” Ha! I didn’t 
know it then, but those words have come back to haunt 
me …..

….. Fast forward to spring 2021, and I don’t seem to have 
stopped this defending lark. But not against Vikings, nor 
other Saxon tribes, but against absentee landowners, 
property developers, land-owning farmers out to make a 
quick buck and even against our own City Council. What 
is it these days, it seems that no corner of this green and 
pleasant land is safe from someone or other wanting to 
build houses on it. Ugly, crammed-in, squashed-together 
houses. With a side order of solar ‘farms’. And, round 
here, so expensive. Why not just leave the land alone? 
They’re not making any more of it. Brownfield first, that’s 
what it should be.

One thing that came across so strongly from the 
Questionnaire, when we did the OB Plan a few years ago - 
people here valued the countryside highly, the easy access 
to it on footpaths and bridleways, the views out from our 
settlement, the quiet, the sense of space, so close to the 
city. Protecting this came very high on the subsequent 
agenda for the Parish Council. This is why we objected 
to the Pitt Vale development, and worked so hard to get 
the Texas Field listed as an Asset of Community Value by 
Winchester City Council. We took that right up to first tier 
of Tribunal when the landowner objected. And we won. But 
it didn’t seem enough. 
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A ‘Valued Landscape’ is pretty serious stuff, very difficult 
to ignore in Planning terms. The National Planning Policy 
Framework requires (para 170) that ‘Planning policies and 
decisions should contribute to and enhance the natural 
and local environment by: a) protecting and enhancing 
valued landscapes.’ The fact that the CPRE Hampshire’s 
experienced Evaluation team has matched the Royaldown 
site against their stringent criteria and declared that it is 
indeed a Valued Landscape is a powerful argument 
against WCC giving the so called ‘garden village’ the go-
ahead for its 5000 houses. 

The notion of a green belt for south Hampshire has been 
a major campaign for CPRE Hampshire. Winchester City 
Council has yet to make up its mind and come out in 
support, though Test Valley Borough Council has accepted 
the idea, preventing further development coming up from 
Southampton. Oliver’s Battery, Hursley and Otterbourne 
Parish Councils have all supported this idea, requesting 
Winchester City Council that a green belt be declared 
around to the south of Winchester, for recreation and well-
being of Winchester’s residents. We await their response 
on this one. 

For me, the CPRE Hampshire is such a worthwhile 
organisation. In the face of so much possible development 
on every side of our small settlement, it’s good to know 
that we have them at our side, working for ‘the countryside 
next door’ (another of their campaigns). So I am urging you 
to have a think about joining them, to support their aims 
and their efforts. Maybe even getting involved yourselves 
in some of the many, many issues that they deal with. So 
please, don’t bin the enclosed letter, read it, have a think, 
look up the website - www.cprehampshire.org.uk, look at 
the work they do.  Maybe give Natalie a ring or send an 
email and become a member. It’s a very reasonable cost 
and such a worthwhile cause.

Connie Leach

You may be interested in joining the local South 
Downs and Central CPRE District Group helping 
to campaign on the issues affecting your local 
community, such as responding to planning 
applications, and taking forward local issues of 
concern. 

For more information please contact your local 
CPRE South Downs and Central District Group 
Chair, Christopher Napier at christopher.napier@
btinternet.com to discuss how you can get involved 
or to share issues of concern. 

More information about becoming a member 
and details of our volunteer opportunities can be 
found on the CPRE Hampshire website www.
cprehampshire.org.uk 

Will you join us today and stand up for the 
Hampshire countryside? 

Yours sincerely  
Natalie Hargreaves 

Volunteer and Membership Co-ordinator 

e: hantssupportercare@cprehampshire.org.uk

St Marks’ Refurbishment – April 2021

About 20 years ago I was asked to help transform 
a derelict printworks into a new church centre in 
the London suburbs.  It had a fabulous “saw-tooth” 
frosted glass roof but sadly funds did not run to 
making that into a central feature.  We ended up 
with a standard replacement, a modern box.  

At St Mark’s the funds “spoke in the opposite 
direction”, pushing us to keep the existing structure.  
There are things to be said for and against.  The 
present structure has been such a landmark on the 
Battery for all its utilitarian feel; there is comfort in 
the familiar.  Inside though it was really showing its 
age.  We have been able to improve its functionality, 
but it has not been economic to bring the building up 
to modern environmental standards. Let’s first look 
at the whole project plan and then home in on what 
we have committed to so far.

So far we have committed to 1) refurbish the main 
space, 2) create further space (where the altar was) 
that could also be a second independent meeting 
room, and 3) improve the toilets and storage. This 
will cost about £150k.  Next in line is to replace the 
kitchen, subject to funds.  If we can do that over the 
summer, we would have a fully functioning building 
for this coming winter.  Hurrah!

Let’s walk you through the changes so that you 
have an idea of what to expect when you make your 
next visit.  When you enter, there is a small lobby 
that leads you to a slightly offset short corridor.  
First on the right is the accessible toilet and then 
the “normal”.  After that there’s a cloaks area and 
cupboards … and a wider door to take you into the 
main space …

Hopefully you will “feel” the new decoration and 
notice the new projector above eye level. You’ll see 
that the old radiators have been replaced with Low 
Surface Temperature (for safety) electric radiators.  
We wanted to reduce our dependency on fossil 
fuels.  The doors and windows have been replaced 
and the floor finish is also different …

You will not have missed the acoustic partition that 
separates off the second space.  There’s no stepping 
up to the altar now, the floor is level throughout.  
You’ll see a new door on the left so that when we 
operate as two rooms you can enter and leave the 
building during a meeting in the main space.

So is it now our Tardis, familiar on the outside but a 
surprise inside?  We hope you like it and will use it 
… and watch this space for further developments.
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Brian Collin, one of our Parish Councillors has been 
looking out for the Rec over the last few months. He 
updates OB-server readers on some issues that have 
arisen over the last lockdown and we ask for your 
responses in a quick Survey to guide us as we go 
forward. 

“We’ve been found on the map. A quick search of Google 
reveals how many sites now bring up our Rec. Ramblers 
point out a walk from our Rec. Another website reviews 
parks in Winchester and praises our Rec. This is both a 
joy and a problem. 

I asked users of the Rec where they’re from and how they 
found the site. The furthest travellers were a Mum and 
children coming from Dorset to meet Grannie travelling 
from Oxford. Generally, the impression I‘ve found is that 
many family groups travel to the Rec from a distance. 
It might be only as far as bringing the car from Badger 
Farm, but mostly it’s from the other side of Winchester 
and settlements nearby. The obvious consequence of this 
is that the car park is often full, leading to pressure on 
nearby streets and frequent parking on the fields around 
the entrance. Overall visitor numbers have been highest 
yet; in spite of lockdowns, the Rec has never been more 
popular.

The ravages of winter. Between October 2020 and early 
March 2021, it seemed to rain every day. The countryside 
was mashed up with thick, cloying mud. Yet more and 
more people were seeking the healthy safety of outside to 
get exercise. 

The Rec took a total hammering. Thick mud was churned 
up between the slide and the swings and one feared for the 
safety of small children in the “Somme-type” conditions! 
This contributed to the decision to remove the tennis net 
and encourage little ones to play there. During Lockdown 2 
most of the grass around the play area was trampled away. 
And now we’ve had something like 6 weeks of drought 
coupled with unseasonably cold weather which has baked 
the mud dry. It’s not at all clear how the grass will recover 
– especially as visitor traffic remains as high……..

Further ambitions - fill out the survey, give us your 
opinions 

One ambition is to extend the use of the Rec to exercise 
and wellness for adults. The recently installed exercise 
facilities will be encouraged. A “circuit” for adults, teenagers 
and older people? How should we make use of the football 
pitch? Should we install safety surfacing in the play area, or 
keep trying to improve the grass? Do we need a pavilion? 

Should visitors be asked to make a donation to our costs? 
The Parish Council welcomes ideas for improvement and 
addition and comments on current facilities.”

The Recreation Ground takes a significant amount of our 
Parish Council annual budget; the costs add up when we 
look at all the things that need doing. First, mowing the 
grass; the groundsman regularly visits the Rec (and the 
Battery) to cut the grass and pick up the litter and empty 
bins, it’s not just the football pitch. The 500 metre track 
around the Rec is also cut and maintained. 

Safety on the play and keep fit equipment is of paramount 
importance. Councillors and volunteers from the 
Handyperson Group undertake regular checks and there 
is an annual play area Inspection by specialists, which 
helps inform the Council’s risk assessment. If there are 
problems, they have to get sorted, some by specialists, 
like Outside Classrooms, who built the equipment. Some 
things we do ourselves - thanks Cllr Brian Collin, for 
sorting out the tap recently, and to Cllr Fab de Liberali and 
the Handyperson Group for checking and minor remedial 
works to equipment. However, with heavy use, equipment 
needs more repairs and maintenance, and that adds to 
our annual costs. 

You can understand why we ask our visitors to the Rec to 
use the equipment safely and sensibly, to take care of the 
surroundings and not drop litter. It is essential that kids are 
supervised to minimise accidents and avoid misuse. The 
Rec belongs to us all; it is everyone’s responsibility to use 
it well.

As mentioned above, the Handyperson Group, do some 
of the jobs, for example picking up leaves and cutting 
back greenery, checking, maintenance and minor repairs 
to equipment, applying anti-slip stain, treating benches. 
If you have any time, or would like to get involved, 
please get in touch with the Parish Clerk, Sara Sawyer 
(clerkoliversbattery@gmail.com). We are keen to develop 
this group; more family involvement would also make a 
real difference. 

As lockdown eases, we all move forward. We have put 
together a short survey - we want to know what you think 
about the Rec. You can reply electronically using the link 
on the Council website, or you can fill out the insert and 
put it in the box in the Post Office/Store or through the 
letterbox at 17 Old Kennels Lane. 

Let’s use our Rec wisely - together!

Down at the Recreation Ground



3rd Winchester City

Well, what a year! Oliver’s Battery Brownies have continued to have 
adventures at home throughout lockdown. The Brownies have had 
fun with craft, science and art activity bags and more recently meeting 
together via Zoom. We’ve learnt about sign language, poetry, shared 
our favourite books and saved a princess from an ‘escape room’! 
The least said about the amount of sugar involved in making our 
creme egg sheep just before Easter the better!

There have been a number of ‘firsts’ in 2021. Hope became our first 
Brownie EVER to make her promise online, Annabel and Matilda the 
first to be awarded Brownie Bronze Awards and Dalma became our 
first Hungarian unit helper!  I suspect there may be our first Silver 
Awards very soon too.

Girlguiding UK have organised virtual sleepovers across the year; 
most recently for Thinking Day and Easter.  A number of the girls 
joined in the fun with activities from around the world.         

Bayley made her promise in the sunshine of her garden to become 
our newest Brownie. 

Hopefully by the time you are reading this we will have managed 
to meet face to face on The Battery to play games, complete team 
challenges and have lots of fun outside. We are SO excited! Give us 
a wave if you see us but please don’t come to say hello just yet, we 
need to stay Covid secure for the time being…

Later this year 3rd Winchester City will be celebrating 50 years as 
a Brownie Pack. The unit started in December 1971 and we hope 
that it will be possible to hold an event to mark the occasion. If you, 
or someone you know, were one of our Brownies or you’ve helped 
to run the pack then please do get in touch to share memories or be 
added to the mailing list to be kept updated with the plans. Similarly, 
if you want to be involved in the next 50 years drop us a line too! 

3rdwincitybrownies@gmail.com  

Kate Fletcher

Brown Owl

Oliver’s Battery Brownies.

Hampshire West
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Can you imagine having to go about with 
your tongue stuck straight out in front of 
you and there is nothing you can do about 
it? Fortunately we humans are able to 
keep our tongues in a safe place but there 
is one little animal that does not have this 
luxury.

At the time of writing (early May) Bee 
Flies are on the wing but only when the 
sun shines. If they were many times 
larger they could be considered cuddly! 
They are furry little things with long legs 
and this unfortunate tongue. My garden 
in Oliver’s Battery has two species, the 
Dark-edged Bee Fly and the nationally 
rarer Dotted Bee Fly although I see the 
Dotted one more often. The names refer 
to their wings as you can see from the 
picture.

They can often be seen hovering in 
front of flowers, particularly Aubrieta, 
Pulmonaria and Forget-me-nots, carefully 
manoeuvring backwards and forwards 
inserting the tongue to suck up nectar. 
They need a fair amount of this as they 
beat their wings very rapidly, using up a lot 
of energy. At other times they can be found 
“holding territory” by hovering a short 
distance above ground over a particular 
patch of lawn and suddenly dashing 
off to drive away rivals or anything else 
that approaches before returning to the 
afore-mentioned patch. If things are quiet 
they may even settle on the ground to do 
some sunbathing – the warmer they are 
the faster they fly. They have very good 
eyesight and so are difficult to approach.

However their larvae are not so cuddly. 
They are parasitic on the mining bees 
that occur in my garden, eating the bee’s 
larvae and then feeding on the pollen 
collected by the bees as a foodstore for 
their offspring. Ah well, as with so much of 
nature, there is often a dark side!

David Scott-Langley



Look for the A5 card in
your copy of the Observer

Climate change and the need for us all to lead more 
sustainable lives are constantly in the news. Yet, as an 
individual, it seems almost a pointless exercise – what 
impact can I have?

Coming together with everyone in the community not 
only makes the impact greater but sharing ideas and 
knowledge empowers everyone on the journey. The 
purpose of the Sustainability Challenge is to provide a 
framework so that we can all become actively involved 
in sustainability and begin to see how we can have an 
effect.  Look at the back of the card and see how you 
can commit to changing some of your habits or even 
making longer-term changes and tick those boxes. 
Then, please advertise the fact that you are joining in 
by displaying the card in your front window. The logo 
clearly displayed will raise awareness with others in the 
community and get those conversations going.  (And 
the list facing into the room will remind you to remember 
your new improved habits!)

Just try making some simple changes, as itemised 
on the card, and monitor your progress.  Then come 
along to the picnic on 10th July to meet other people 
also having a go and compare progress.  We hope to 
celebrate what people have already achieved - so we 
will add up all the ticks to measure a total so far.

Over time we aim to create a team of people who can 
offer advice or support, or who know where to get it from.  
It could be as wide ranging as providing information 
on alternative heating systems, like air source heat 
pumps, versus ground source heat pumps. Or it could 
be swapping seeds or excess courgettes in the growing 
season. 

What is the
Sustainability
Challenge?
It does affect you!

Climate Change, Sustainability and Oliver’s Battery
A small but growing group on the Battery are coming together to play their part in helping combat Climate 
Change by spreading information and starting conversations on what we can all do towards sustainability – even 
in Oliver’s Battery!  This is such a wide-ranging topic and the people attracted to it have their own passions and 
skills, making it a powerful team.

We are starting the ‘Sustainable Oliver’s Battery’ team at the Green Picnic on 10th July and the Sustainability 
Challenge launches today!  You can read all about this in the following pages, which include information about the 
“Veg group”, active travel and the pre-existing Oliver’s Battery Countryside Group (biodiversity/ wildlife enthusiasts).  
We could really make an impression on the most fundamental issue that the world’s population faces today – the 
climate and ecological emergency.  Enjoy reading about it and join the team….
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New ideas are welcome – is there a budding fixer of 
electrical equipment - could we set up a team? Over to 
you for more ideas.

As we have discovered this year, things can happen 
and turn over our lives, and we have no control.  Climate 
change is happening, and it is to our advantage to grab 
the challenge head on before we lose control.  So, get 
that card and fill it in!

If you wish to be involved please email 
obsustainability@gmail.com



Join in this unique celebration of our wonderful local 
community who fed us, delivered our newspapers, 
magazines, prescriptions and even plants! They kept us 
company, entertained us with films and zooms during 
those long lockdowns. 

Now is the time to develop our co-operative community to 
cope with anything the future might bring. Since lockdown, 
we have got to know our neighbours and local area better. 
Come along to the picnic to explore how we can live more 
sustainably together too. Let’s discover even more hidden 
capabilities and learn from each other how it is possible to 
thrive in Olly B in a future low carbon world.

At the “Green Picnic” there will be a ring of stalls around 
the grassy area of the Battery, each showing ways to live 
a little more sustainably. There will be demonstrations of 
how we can carry out these challenges and you will be able 
to ask questions. This event aims to offer fresh ideas on 
how we can live well together whilst causing less damage 
to the natural world and the living processes which clean 
our air, recycle our waste and grow our food.

The stalls:

• Sustainability Challenge – by this time you will all have 
had time to have a go and we will be keen to hear how 
you are already getting on.  For those of you who have 
not started we can help you along the way. (Run by the 
Sustainability team).

• A display of seasonal food (OB gardening club - 
looking for members)

• A proposed distributed Community vineyard for you to 
sign up with.

• A food miles display. Sustainable eating tips (from 
Incredible Edible Winchester)

• Display of reusable goods and repurposed items for 
you to buy (Earthian shop)

• Wildlife gardening advice and a native plant display 
(includes members from Oliver’s Battery Countryside 
Group, RSPB, Hampshire Wildlife Trust)

• Domestic energy maps and carbon footprint of Oliver’s 
Battery (WinACC)

• Make do and mend – ideas on how we could all be 
more conscious to repair or re-purpose (WI)

• Fair Trade refreshments (for Traidcraft funds). 

• Brownie display

• Locally sourced food and where to buy it (Local shops)

You will be able to join in these activities:

• Pond dipping trays;

• A rubbish sorting game.

• Swish rail to swap clothes (bring one item and take 
one item).

• Place coloured dots on a map to build an Olly B “Wild 
Belt” linking wildlife habitats in the parish.

• Share your favourite cycling and walking routes on a 
map.

• Offering tips on repairing, reusing etc. Do we have 
enough people to make a team to help the community?

• And of course – eat your picnic!

Any event like this would not be complete without 
competitions for youngsters at school (with prizes!):

A Hedgehog Highway Poster Competition – create a 
poster to encourage people to make gaps in their fences 
to allow our spiny friends to travel between gardens and 
avoid roads. The winning poster will be published in the 
next magazine. Bring your named entry to the picnic.

An Upcycling Competition – turn something old into a 
useful product.  We have supplied a couple of examples 
but let your imagination flow.  (1st prize £10, 2nd prize £10 
and 3rd prize £5). Bring your named entry to the picnic.

The church will be open on the day and everyone is free 
to go and see the ‘green improvements’ that they have 
made to this community space. They will have their own 
stall inside the building.

Join us with your food in a sandwich box, a drink in a flask 
and a rug or chair to sit on. We are hoping for sunshine 
but be prepared for the weather (and bring your mask and 
hand gel too, just in case you might need them.)

Volunteers to help run a stall or an activity on 10th July are 
invited to contact Clare Shorter, Eve Almond or Rebecca 
Hare through obsustainability@gmail.com.

Save the date for 
Oliver’s Battery’s 

first ever 
Green Picnic on: 

Saturday 10th July 1 - 4pm
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Hidden Secrets on the Battery
Have you ever walked to the far left of the recreation ground and passed through a gate into a small clearing?  
If you haven’t, I highly recommend you take a look to find a small haven for wildlife.  About 15 years ago this was 
a wilderness area consisting mainly of brambles.  A small team of keen and passionate people realised that it could 
be turned into a space with much greater biodiversity and they set about the challenge. Read more about them 
below.  (The skylark posters on the main field are another example of their work.)

 
Butterfly Walk 11 June 2pm Yew Hill meet at end of Millers Lane and Port Lane

Join me Fiona, from Butterfly Conservation, as we find out more about the specialist butterflies this 

nature reserve is renowned for. Email fscully@butterfly-conservation.org for details.

- SKYLARKS -
We are so fortunate to be able to enjoy the spectacular 
vertical “song flight” of skylarks in spring and summer 
on the open fields beyond the rec in OB. Once fairly 
common, their population has plummeted since the 1970s 
due to modern farming practices - they are now listed as 
“threatened” by the RSPB. So, let’s make sure skylarks 
can nest in safety here in our patch, despite the fact they 
actually build their nests on the ground. Our fields are 
favoured due to the absence of dense crops and tractors. 
However, we do have a growing population of dogs. 
Hopefully all walkers on the fields have seen the signs 
created by members of the Oliver’s Battery Countryside 
Group to explain that dogs can scare parent birds off their 
nests and abandon their chicks. From now, April, to early 
August skylarks will breed successfully IF dog owners 
walk their pets around the edges of the fields and do not 
allow them to romp uncontrolled across the middle.

We offer a big “thank you” to all you dog walkers for caring 
for our native wildlife and especially this wonderful bird 
that is so evocative of the British countryside. The skylark 
inspired the poet George Meredith and the composer Ralph 
Vaughan-Williams. (Do listen to his glorious musical piece 
“The Lark Ascending” – there is a wonderful recording 
by Nicola Benedetti on YouTube.) We hope that in 2022 
we will still be able to witness larks rising so high in the 
sky that we will hear only their distinctive song, until they 
parachute down again.

Who We Are: We are a small group of friendly local 
enthusiasts who care for the wildlife and natural 
environment in and around Oliver’s Battery. The group 
was formed in 2005 with initially 10 members and while 
membership numbers have fluctuated over the years, our 
current membership stands at 20. We meet informally 
throughout the year for work parties and small projects.

What We Do: Our aim is to improve the local natural 
environment and wildlife habitats and to encourage 
biodiversity. We undertake conservation work in two main 
areas of Oliver’s Battery-the wildlife area in the Recreation 
ground and on the Battery green by the shops and church.

We undertake general conservation work such as 
coppicing, scything, clearing brambles, pruning and 
thinning as well as enhancing our wild life habitats by 
creating insect friendly meadow areas, erecting bird boxes 
and creating small mammal habitats.

Come and Join Us! We are very keen to welcome new 
members to our group. No experience is necessary just 
a love of the outdoors and happy to get your hands dirty! 
It is a great way to make new friends, keep fit and active 
and of course contribute something positive to the place in 
which you live.

Please contact us through 
oliversbatterycountrysidegroup@gmail.com

- OLIVER’S BATTERY COUNTRYSIDE GROUP -
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Our gardens have become a 
significant asset during these 
lockdown rollercoasters and 
our weather continues this year 
with yet another prolonged dry 
spell, the fourth in as many years 
followed by some significant late 
frosts.

We’ve realised there are no 
“instant gardens” and that we 
can’t become “instant gardeners”, 
but there is a huge amount of 
satisfaction to be had from the 
experimentation in the process 
AND Monty’s veg in ‘Gardeners’ 
World’ DOES have caterpillar 
holes and other blemishes, so we 
can be assured that we are not 
alone! 

Talking over the hedge can give 
much more than a reassuring 
steer, everyone’s approach is 
different, it’s what works for you 
that is important to establish - it's 
rather an iterative process.

The OB-Server Head Ed asked 
some questions of the gardeners 
from the previous OB-Server 
article:

D&M: 1. What were your major 
successes last year?

Tomatoes were the successful 
crop, along with red currants and 
gooseberries. Children and their 
grandparents dropped by and picked 
crops from the front garden, which 
they were encouraged to do.

2. Any disasters? 

Potatoes were a bit of a loss, 
requiring water throughout the period. 
Guilty feelings about the use of water 
during a very long dry spell resulted 
in the potatoes not being sufficiently 
watered.

3. How did lockdown affect your 
Veg growing, if at all? 

Very slow start as the seeds did not 

arrive until late and it wasn't possible 
to buy from the shops as they were 
shut. Generous seed donations 
from neighbours helped through this 
period.

4. What plans do you have for the 
coming season, how far along are 
you? 

This year has been really slow as 
the weather has been very cold 
and is definitely cooler even now 
than it should be. Water is a scarce 
resource too so we are off to a very 
slow start.  The greenhouse has 
seen temperature fluctuations from 
night and day of up to 23 degrees in 
any 24hour period. I have lost all my 
rose cuttings and have had to start 
again.

5. What three things should every 
veg plot contain?

Tomatoes, onions and beans of 
some sort.

6. How would you like veg growing 
in OB to develop over the next 
year?

Collaboration between neighbours, 
veg shows, sales, idea exchanges 
and seed swaps, talks and open 
gardens.

P&M: 2020 was a good year for us - 
both fruit and veg did extremely well 
(we had more than enough veg for 
our own needs and quite a bit was 
given away). Maybe this was due 
in part to the good weather during 
lockdown, because we spent a lot of 
time sitting in the garden monitoring 
how things were growing. So we 
were more diligent than usual with 
weeding, planting out and watering. 

And there seemed to be more time 
to experiment and correct the odd 
mishap.

I suspect that 2021 may be less 
successful as I have had less time for 
gardening, due to my wife's health, 
though she is "on the mend”. BUT 
we may yet catch up, especially as 
friends have contributed a variety of 
plants to help make up for lost time!

This was an excellent example of the 
way people can help one another 
in our community, and I am sure 
there are lots of other opportunities. 
A simple one would be helping 
beginners to get started on a veg 
plot, just by showing them the basics 
with, say, runner beans, tomatoes 
and carrots.

J&A: Most of the questions don’t 
apply to me as I have very little space 
in which to grow veg.  I usually only 
have tomatoes and beans - both in 
pots.  I grow these because they are 
mostly foolproof.

However I would like to see a 
community orchard like the one 
at Mottisfont and if possible a 
community allotment as the future of 
such things in OB.

THE
SEQUEL
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6. How would you like veg growing 
in OB to develop over the next 
year?

Small groups of like-minded people 
swapping ideas, seeds, plantlets 
and maybe watering whilst others 
are away and maybe a beer or two? 

Picking up on a couple of themes

• Planting your own often comes 
after the frantic search & 
purchase of seed packets, and 
the individual household seed 
stockpile can resemble the 
National Seed Bank very quickly, 
containing many more seeds 
(shortly to become plants) than 
the garden can accommodate.  In 
the interest of pure economy and 
lessening wastage it makes a lot 
of sense for small informal co-
operatives of like-minded people 
to get together and share …

(Picture below: top packet Cavallo 
Nero - 50 sq m worth, bottom 
packet Parsnips - a row 80m long, 
if they all germinate)

• Swapping of plants is also 
a rewarding occupation and 
the recipient gets a (surprise) 
biodiversity in their gardens (and 
also later on their plates). 

• Make use of the annual Oliver’s 
Battery WI Plant Sale and next 
year grow some extra for them as 
well.

• Community aspects, are 
important, swapping of ideas and 
all the reassurance that goes 
with that.  ‘Borrowing’ one idea 
might be seem to be plagiarism 
but ‘borrowing’ many ideas (!) is 
really research.  Ideas do need 
harvesting and reworking.

• There has been talk of a 
community “distributed” vineyard, 
a few plants over many gardens, 
most of us have the space. The 
processing of the grapes has 
gone a long way  from the idea of 
jumping in the tub and crushing 
with your feet! - it could be a fun 
and social way to get your own 
bottle.  

C&C: 1. What were your major 
successes last year? 

We were starting a veg patch largely 
from scratch in 2019/20, so growing 
anything felt a big success.

2. Any Disasters? 

Becoming rapidly acquainted with 
delights of flea beetles’ adoration of 
Pak Choi, blackflies’ affinity to broad-
beans and their subsequent mobility 
to the adjacent runner beans, and 
white flies’ obvious love affair with 
kale!

3. How did lockdown affect your 
Veg growing, if at all? 

There was not the competition for 
time and energy in other outdoor 
pursuits so the garden came much 
more significantly under the spot 
light.

4. What plans do you have for the 
coming season, how far along are 
you? 

Following 2020’s very late frost in 
May (Runners in flower, etc.) we 
delayed the starting of beans and 
peas this year & the temperature 
swings in the unheated greenhouse 
were again, quite extreme and a 
challenge in this April … getting 
an appropriate watering regime is 
another target - less often, more 
intense method produces deeper 
roots (especially parsnips) - we had 
that confirmed when we dug last 
year’s crop.

5. What three things should every 
veg plot contain?

Beans of some sort, tomatoes (lots 
of varieties - experiment!) and a root 
veg (such as carrots, beetroot) or 
chard/spinach

• Water collection & storage for 
garden use is becoming an 
increasingly important topic and 
using high quality drinking water 
for this purpose increasingly 
difficult to justify - the recent 
water scare with the SWA Yew 
Hill reservoir levels and resulting 
bottled water distribution was 
significant.

• Last but not least, we need 
pollinators! Please consider 
planting some nectar rich plants 
or shrubs and make that spare 
bit of garden a wildlife area 
and plant a wild flower mix, it’s 
very cheap to do.  A few square 
metres in everyone’s garden 
would mount up to a significant 
area and have significant 
benefits collectively over all 
the households within Olivers 
Battery.

Mr Veg E Matters

Hazel sticks from the wildlife 
area being used in a local garden 
for supporting vegetables. How 
joined up is that.

12 Sustainable Oliver's Battery



The junction needs to become accessible for people in 
wheelchairs and parents who walk with the children in 
prams. The steps have to be removed from the underpass, 
or the junction needs to get traffic lights like at Winchester 
Village. Cyclists would benefit from a redesign too. 

Over 300 residents have signed a petition to ask Cllr. 
Humby to change this junction. He agreed that the time 
is right to review this junction. If designed better, it would 
encourage walking, cycling and scootering. It would 
promote safe cycling routes between Hursley, the Kings 
School, the city centre and the new Leisure Centre. An 
included extension of the uphill bus lane would reduce 
bus journeys, resulting in a more appealing and faster bus 
journey encouraging more to use the bus and lessening 
congestion caused by cars.

The ridiculous lack of regular bus service (except for 
3 buses a week) must be improved, for instance by a 
diversion of the number 5 bus into Oliver’s Battery, at least 
once every ½ hour. A traffic light at the junction could help 
busses to turn in and out of Oliver’s Battery too. Imagine 
the raised car parking fees and some local taxes would 
be pay for everyone to get some free bus tickets a year…

Any other ideas?
It would be wonderful to hear your views to improve walking 
and cycling. Please email Max.priesemann@gmx.net . 

Potential cycle routes:
- Hursley – Olivers Battery – St Peters – Kings school 

– towards Romsey Road (connecting to Uni, Hospital, 
St Peter college and city)

- Olivers Battery – Badger’s Farm (incl. Sainsbury’s) – 
St Cross – Winchester College and Bar End

o Alternative via Whiteshute Ridge (connecting to 
Compton too)

- Olivers Battery / Badger’s Farm – Compton / P&R / 
Shawford / Otterbourne

Why is a change needed?
The science is clear on the benefits of active modes of 
travel. 

Firstly, walking and cycling are healthier. It reduces the 
risk for cardiovascular disease and obesity and improves 
mental health. Car borne air pollution shortens our live by 
a considerable number of years. The reduction of hospital 
admissions with asthma during the first covid lockdown is 
thought to be due to significantly less air pollution.

Secondly, car traffic causes a main part of carbon 
emissions in Hampshire. The link between raising carbon 
emissions and climate change causing droughts, flooding 
and reduction of food crops is well established. 

Why is it difficult?
We can make a difference by traveling less and/or switching 
to less harmful modes of travel. That sounds easy, doesn’t 
it, but changing habits is difficult as we all know. We need 
better alternatives to encourage us to change them.

The Winchester Movement Strategy, the Active Travel Fund 
and the Hampshire Local Transport Plan all recognise that 
we need better options available to make it easier for us to 
make the right choice. 

Currently, it is far more expensive for a family of Four to 
use the bus into the city even considering car parking 
charges. This is in addition 
not having a bus stop in 
Oliver’s Battery, wait for 
unreliable departure times 
and being exposed to the 
weather. While we can’t 
change the weather, we 
can change bus routes and 
make it financially more 
viable to use the bus.

Cycling costs hardly 
anything but most people 
do not consider cycling as 
safe enough for obvious 
reasons.

Walking could be more 
convenient, if the pavements 
were wider, more even and 
there was less noise and air 
pollution from passing cars. 

A real catch 22: The more 
people use the car because buses, walking and cycling 
are less convenient or safe, the less appealing these 
active modes of traffic become. How can this downwards 
spiral be stopped?

What can be done?
Why not start with the first obstacle on the route out of 
Oliver’s Battery? Reducing the speed limit to 20 mph 
would be the easiest and less costly option but guess what 
- HCC and police refused to implement a reduction of the 
speed limit apparently because cars are driving too fast!

Active Travel in Oliver’s Battery
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Oliver's Battery WI 
celebrates our 
founding and looks 
forward to a new year
Oliver's Battery WI has not been in the parish for quite as long 
as Oliver Cromwell’s Roundheads (some 350 years) but we 
have been an integral part of the community for more than 
two decades.  At the formation meeting on 21 March 2000, 22 
members voted in favour of a WI group in Oliver’s Battery. Since 
then, with only a few exceptions, the group continues to meet 
on the 3rd Monday of the month in St Mark’s Church, 19.30 
for 19.45 excluding August.

To celebrate our 21st 
Birthday last month, Covid 
restrictions meant we 
had to meet virtually to 
enjoy our party speaker 
- Magician, Michael 
King. The committee did 
‘doorstep deliveries’ of 
party bags to all members 
before the meeting so, 
irrespective of joining us 
on Zoom, all members 
were able to join the 
celebrations. 

May is when we hold our Annual Meeting: a chance to catch up 
on the 'adventures' of the past 12 months, before electing the 
new Committee and President who plan the new programme.

The annual WI Plant Sale, with a difference, ran from 10:00-
12:00 on Saturday May 22nd. To enable social distancing, this 
year’s event saw tables located at various venues around Oliver's 
Battery, offering home grown plants, cakes and preserves. We 
were delighted to see people walking around the neighbourhood 
to support us. Different - and fun! 

With the easing of restrictions for our June meeting we are 
planning a socially distanced event on The Battery, which 
we hope will coincide with being able to meet in the refurbished 
rooms at St Mark's Hall. Are we the only ones intrigued to see 
what has been done?!  We’re sure our members will be amongst 
those actively involved helping to fundraise for the second stage 
of refurbishments, which will include the kitchen area.  

For our July meeting we are planning an early evening group 
visit to a local garden listed in the National Garden Scheme; 
naturally there will be refreshments! 

We also run monthly afternoon Craft (Mondays - week varies) 
and evening Knit & Natter (1st Thursday) and Book Club (3rd 
Thursday) and with warmer weather on the way Coffee Mornings; 
all groups are hosted by members.

We are one of the many WI groups in the Winchester area.  Come 
and try a meeting with us. For more information please contact 
our Secretary on oliversbatterysec@hampshirewi.org.uk.  

We look forward to meeting you, and until we do, take care, stay 
safe and keep smiling! 

Yours in friendship - Oliver’s Battery WI
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Fortunately, there are no big cats roaming the streets 
of our area but there are occasional hawks/birds of 
prey that can be seen overhead including the cathedral 
Peregrines, Buzzards, Red Kites and Sparrowhawks 
among others.

Every now and then some of my neighbours may 
have noticed a strange glow coming from my garden 
at night. I am not signalling to aliens, not from space 
anyway, but I run a moth trap, recording species 
that fly into it at night. The following morning they 
are identified, counted and then released unharmed 
somewhere sheltered so that there are no healthy-
looking Robins and Blackbirds with satisfied grins on 
their beaks. Other things turn up in the trap such as 
beetles, wasps, shield bugs and caddisflies. These are 
all recorded and the records generated are sent off to 
county recorders and national recording schemes. To 
what end? They provide a picture of the current state of 
the natural world for comparison with future recording 
to determine the effects our species is having on 
others such as climate change and habitat destruction.

And what of leopards and hawks you may ask? The 
Leopard moth has appeared in my trap, white wings 
about 2 inches across with black spots. A number 
of Hawkmoth species have come to my garden, 
the Privet Hawk (largest of them all), Lime Hawk, 
Poplar Hawk, Elephant Hawk and Small Elephant 
Hawk. The accompanying picture shows a handful of 
Hawks (Privets and Small Elephants) from one night. 
Being pink has nothing to do with the naming of the 
Elephant Hawk species, the caterpillar looks just 
like an elephant’s trunk in colour and markings. The 
Small Elephant Hawk has a parasitic wasp, which also 
turns up in the trap, that thanks to the current trend of 
giving everything an English name, is called the Small 
Elephant Botherer!

David Scott-Langley



At the end of a February day 

of blue skies and unbroken sunshine

longing for fresh air after hours

in front of my screen and

my head full of poems by Mary Oliver

I do as she would and walk towards the setting sun.

In shade I pass neighbours' homes. 

The air is cooling now.

I catch a breath of wood smoke from a chimney

then pass an oak its branches bare and twisting

in silhouette against a warm pink sky. 

It seems a creature that would pull up its roots to dance 
with me.

The field is lit by streaming sunshine like a cloth of gold.

I cross the bright expanse towards the ancient tumulus

usually quiet as the grave beneath;

but there is laughter and chatter.

I wonder if the youths and girls know about the warrior 
beneath

deep in the cold ground with his shield and spear?

I think of Hudson on another tumulus in another age

sitting for hours contemplating the life of the man  
beneath,

wishing he had lived then rather than now

in times of man's indifference.

A gentle man

who loved the birds and all small creatures
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I’m startled by a robin’s sweet and acid song

and seek him out along the hedge

but see only winter in the stems and a few shy catkins 
still unopen.

Maybe in a month the blackthorn will charm me with its 
chalk white blooms

followed by the hawthorn’s creamy flowers and pungent 
scent in May.

I take not the seasons for granted but hope I may see 
many more.

The low sun throws strange shadows, etching in relief

little mounds of flint and grass and old molehills.

Suddenly, aligned directly between a pair of telegraph 
poles

I’m dazzled by the sun's huge red ball. 

An image of Stonehenge flashes through my mind,

of Tess asleep upon the sacrificial altar stone, The Law 
closing in.

The loud 'chink chink' of a blackbird disturbs my illusion

and I'm feeling tired and cold as the sun sinks below 
the horizon.

My footsteps, heavy now, plod me home across the 
dark field.

Back in the road, lights appear in windows one by one

and the smell of wood smoke reminds me of something 
long ago.

Long, long ago.

Norma Goodwin

19th February 2021

AS THE SUN 
GOES DOWN: 
AFTER A DAY OF 
POETRY BY ZOOM

Hudson - WH Hudson 1841 - 1922. Reference to 'Hampshire Days' (1903)

Tess - 'Tess of the d’Urbervilles’ by Thomas Hardy (1891)



A Man of Many Flags
A sunny day in early spring and I’m driving home, rounding 
the bend at the top of Old Kennels Lane. Coming towards 
home. The greens of the new leaves shine out.

In the distance my eye is caught by a union flag on the 
golf course. Suddenly my attention is drawn by something 
much closer to home. A flash of bright blue and yellow with 
a rainbow arching across it. Fluttering in the breeze, telling 
me which way the wind is blowing.

Oh goodness it’s a flag! And it’s celebrating the N.H.S. 
today. Good for him! And I’ve just had my second jab.

There’s still a flag there when I’m driving back up the hill 
leaving the Battery. It seems to change almost daily. All 
this is due to John Brookes, our very own Flag Man of 
Oliver’s Battery.

So I went to find out more …..

I wondered whether this interest in flags stemmed from 
a boyhood involvement with perhaps the Army Cadets 
or the Scouts. No, I was told. Some years ago he was 
walking along the Thames towpath and there were flags 
everywhere, in gardens and on boats. It was so colourful 
and patriotic. He vowed to cheer up his own patch. 
He explained that he thought that we are so reticent, 
apologising for being patriotic about our nationality.

All that changed 3 years ago with the purchase of his first 
Union Jack. He confided that this one wears out, as it flies 
so frequently and has to be replaced often. Throughout 
the year all manner of days are marked by John’s growing 
flag collection.

Have you noticed John’s flags and wondered which day is 
being celebrated? To date there are 15 flags. The calendar 
includes all the national saint’s days, together with a poppy 
flag for Remembrance Day. Last year in December there 
was a Christmas flag.

I queried why there was an Italian one and a Guernsey 
one. He replied that they were added when neighbours 
had certain friends staying and it made them feel welcome. 
Visiting guests have also been American and French, so 
up went the Stars & Stripes and the Tricolour. (I must get 
him the Australian flag for Australia Day and Anzac Day. I 
used to live there. Any other suggestions for John? Ed.)

Woe betide anyone in the vicinity who flies the Union Jack 
upside down, that’s a sign of distress and you’ll have John 
knocking on your door enquiring if you need help!

Something I noticed recently was that the flagpole has a 
gold orb on the top. John’s wife, Liliane, pointed out that it 
had its own solar panel and the orb is lit at night !

Is the collection complete I asked.

Liliane hinted that a Lebanese flag signifying her birthplace 
would be a welcome addition, to be flown in July for her 
birthday. John, please note! The latest addition is the red 
& gold Hampshire flag and it will be flown on 15th July. - St 
Swithun’s day. Look out for that one.

It’s a great community feeling to see John’s flags flying 
throughout the year and for so many reasons. And it must 
be pointed out that the Flag of the Day is not taken down 
when the Brookes leave home and re-hoisted on their 
return like the Queen!

Dictionary definition 

Flag: a piece of cloth usually rectangular with a distinctive 
design to represent a country, political party etc., or used 
for signalling. 

The film ‘Whiskey Galore’ illustrated how Semaphore 
flags conveyed vital information of the customs officer’s 
whereabouts by a young schoolboy.

There’s always the exception of course, flags are used for 
shipping and not always oblong but square and triangular.

How many flags can YOU recognise?

Janet Arnold

Movie watching, tech supporting, zoom connecting, reality 
escaping, community connecting, mind broadening, 
viewpoint sharing.... almost a retake on the old Pepsi 
ad but in fact a retake of our Oli B Film Nights pandemic 
style. No hall no problem... check out our website www.
obcfilm.co.uk where you can see what film is to be shown 
with direct links to the film.  We currently meet alternate 
weeks on Wednesday evenings. (however, the film can be 
watched whenever it fits in with you). Do register to receive 
newsletter. We look forward to you “taking a chance on us” 
and join us from the comfort of your own 
cosy space, for a taster of an eclectic 
mix of films...... till we meet again face 
to face in our community venue. (Use 
the QR code to access everything on our 
website!)

The Film Team
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