
 

 

4th April 2022 

DISTRICT COUNCIL APRIL 

REPORT 

CITY COUNCIL CUTS CARBON EMISSIONS BY A QUARTER 

Winchester City Council has today announced its Carbon Footprint Report 2020-2021 

has been published. The findings show that the local authority has reduced carbon 

emissions by 26% within the last year and over 41% over the last 10 years. 

Since the announcement of the Climate Emergency in June 2019 the council has 

dedicated resources to making positive, sustainable change. Winchester City Council’s 

Carbon Neutrality Action Plan (CNAP) has two targets – to become a carbon neutral 

council by 2024 and to get the district to meet the same goal by 2030. The council began 

assessing its carbon footprint in 2008 and continues to monitor data annually to track 

progress. The purpose of the report published today is to summarise results and to use 

them to provide practical recommendations that will further reduce carbon emissions. 

Key findings from the report show: 

• A 26% reduction in on-site electricity plus moving to renewable energy supplier 

for the year 2020-2021. This was exacerbated by offices and the Guildhall being 

vacant during COVID-19 lockdowns. 

• A 97% reduction in employee commuting. However this was offset by the 

inclusion of home working emissions, which we’ve included in the Carbon 

Footprint Report for the first time. 

• That 91% of Winchester City Council sites are on a 100% renewable energy 

tariff. 

The council is investigating further opportunities to reduce emissions associated with 

services by continuing the transition to sites owned by the council, that are not related 

to housing, to 100% renewable energy tariffs (the housing stock is being constantly 

developed to lower carbon emissions). They are also looking to switch to alternative 

fuel/low carbon energy for buses and are looking to lease and purchase electric vehicles 

and install charging points on-site to transition their fleet. 

i. To read the full report click here. 

 

 

YOUR LOCAL PLAN – WHAT IS IT FOR? 

The Local Plan sets out how we intend to accommodate the growth we need to plan for 

in the district, outside the South Downs National Park, for the period up to 2039.  To do 

this the plan: 

https://www.winchester.gov.uk/climate-change-and-energy/climate-emergency-what-we-are-doing-now/our-carbon-emissions/council-energy-and-carbon-management
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• Identifies suitable sites for a range of new housing that will allow people 

wanting to live in the district to find accommodation that matches their needs 

• Includes policies and sites which encourage sustainable local economic growth 

• Looks to protect our valuable countryside, habitats and heritage 

• Contributes to tackling the climate emergency 

 

All these different threads of work will be pulled together into a draft Local Plan (known 

as the Regulation 18 stage of the plan making process) which we are intending to 

publish for public consultation in August/September this year.  

 

The process to develop a Local Plan has been underway for two years - the high number 

of responses received to date have provided very valuable feedback and are helping us 

work on the direction of the proposed strategy and the policies for the new plan. 

 

WHAT IS HAPPENING NOW? 

Two key pieces of work have already been undertaken to enable us to draft the new 

plan:  

 

1. Housing numbers 

One process relates to a calculation of the housing numbers that Government policy says 

we need to accommodate, and we then have to decide how these numbers are best 

distributed across the district outside the South Downs National Park.  

 

2. The Strategic Housing and Employment Land Availability Assessment 

report 

The second piece of work was a call for sites which enabled owners and promoters to 

put forward land which is potentially available for development and these sites are 

published in the Strategic Housing and Employment Land Availability Assessment 

report (SHELAA).  

 

Some 380 sites are included in the SHELAA in total.   Only a small fraction of these 

sites will be needed to meet the growth we are currently expecting to plan for which, 

in housing terms, is around an additional 3,000 new residential properties up to 2039.  

 

To help with the selection of sites we are now liaising with the Winchester Town Forum, 

and working with all parish councils in and around the city, and the parishes with the 

other most sustainable towns and larger villages, and asking them to review the SHELAA 

sites, along with any others they think may be available for development, to take the 

growth we are planning to accommodate over the 17 years to 2039 as set out below: 

• New Alresford (through a Neighbourhood Plan) - additional 100 – 120 homes 

• Bishop’s Waltham - additional 100 – 120 homes 

• Wickham – 90- 100 additional homes 

• Waltham Chase – 90 – 100 additional homes 

• Swanmore – 90 – 100 additional homes 

• Kings Worthy -  90 – 100 additional  homes  
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• Denmead (through a review of their Neighbourhood Plan) - 90 – 100    additional 

homes 

• Colden Common – 90 – 100 additional homes 

• Otterbourne – 50 – 60 additional homes 

• South Wonston – 50 – 60 additional homes 

• Sutton Scotney – 50 – 60 additional homes 

 

In the case of Winchester itself the range is 1,600 to 1,650 additional homes between 

now and 2039 and, when we consider development that might reasonably be expected 

to come forward within the existing town boundary and other brownfield land which is 

potentially available, a further 250 -300 homes may need to be accommodated on 

unidentified development site(s) over this period. 

 

 

HOW DO YOU GET INVOLVED? 

 

We are intending to consult on the draft plan between August and September this year. 

The consultation process looks to let everyone have their say on how we accommodate 

the growth we need to plan for over the next 17 years.  

 

If you would like to be involved please sign up here for the updates and invitations to 

events: planningpolicy@winchester.gov.uk 

 

BARFIELDS 2 PARK & RIDE EXTENSION OPENS  

A new 287-space car park opposite Winchester Sport & Leisure Park in Barfield Close in 

Winchester will open on Friday 11 March. The site is set to be a new electric vehicle 

charging hub for Winchester, helping decarbonise the city and provide clean energy. 

The extension to the car park is part of Winchester Movement Strategy’s key aim to 

reduce city centre traffic and improve air quality. 

The structure includes 800 square metres of roof-mounted solar panels, generating 

enough power to charge the 16 Electric Vehicle Charging Points as well as the lighting, 

lifts, CCTV and other electrical systems in the building. Further EV charge points can be 

added as demand grows further underscoring the council's commitment to encouraging 

alternatively-fuelled and low-carbon modes of transport. 

The all-new structure features:  

• 400 square metres of green wall; 

• 115 new trees (12 specimens and 103 woodland whips) on the side of the car 

park facing the National Park; 

• 92 species of plants and more than 4,000 bulbs planted nearby. 

 

http://planningpolicy@winchester.gov.uk/
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ARCHITECTS APPOINTED TO GIVE NEW LEASE OF LIFE TO KINGS WALK 

AREA 

Winchester City Council has appointed architects Studio Multi to take forward plans 

focusing on the upgrade of the Kings Walk Shopping Arcade in the centre of the city.  

The team, led by Studio Multi, which will include architects, landscape architects, 

lighting, and graphic designers, has been selected from a shortlist of proposals aimed at 

breathing new life into the outdated arcade. The plans will focus on improving retail 

frontages along Middle Brook Street and Silver Hill, finding an innovative use for the 

flank wall of the adjacent Friarsgate car park and creating opportunities to improve the 

open spaces across this key area of the city centre, which is also home to the Nutshell 

Theatre.  

This approach will result in clear plans to improve the existing public realm and 

introduce imaginative wayfinding throughout the shopping arcade, making it easier to 

navigate between different parts of the city centre.  

The upgrade will be delivered through a ‘meanwhile use’ application across an area 

covering some 1,770 square metres. This will revitalise the area in the short term whilst 

a procurement process to appoint a development partner for the Central Winchester 

Regeneration (CWR) Opportunity is underway. The delivery of the CWR Opportunity 

will ultimately result in the transformation and improvement of a larger part of the city 

centre, including Kings Walk, Friarsgate and Silver Hill. 

 


