
Report of the Chair to 2022 Annual Parish Meeting 

Introduction 
Your Parish Council (PC) is pleased to present its report on the 3 years since the last 
Annual Parish Meeting (APM) held on 14 May 2019. The onset of the nationwide 
lockdown caused by the Covid-19 pandemic led to the cancellation of many parish 
meetings and activities. Consequently, it was not possible to hold an APM in either 2020 
or 2021. A review of developments and events in the parish during the last 3 years is set 
out below. 

Recreation Ground 
The recreation ground continues to be well used and valued by residents. During 2019, 
the surface of the tennis court was repainted green, and the lines repainted on both the 
tennis court and the multi-use games area. At the same time, a walking, running, and 
cycling loop of 500m was identified around the site. 
In early 2020, further work on improving and maintaining the recreation ground 
included the installation of a green safety surface on the tunnel mound and the 
installation of an additional cold-water tap, together with a concrete hard standing and a 
drainage channel. 
 
Throughout lockdown, the recreation ground has been heavily used when restrictions 
allowed. Consequently, there were areas, particularly around the play equipment, that 
have suffered. Work was undertaken to reinstate surface levels in the worst affected 
areas with extra soil and turf, install steps at the bottom half of one side of the long slide 
and install a soakaway adjacent to the bottom of the slide.  

Texas Drive Field 
As previously reported to the 2019 APM, the PC successfully applied for the Texas Drive 
Field to be accepted as an asset of community value (ACV) by Winchester City Council 
(WCC).  The landowner then appealed that decision and, in February 2019, an 
independent officer of WCC carried out an oral review of the decision. The oral review 
confirmed the ACV listing of the field. Following that decision, the landowner appealed to 
the First Tier Tribunal. On 29th November 2019, the PC were pleased to learn that the 
appeal had been dismissed. This meant that the land would remain listed as an ACV by 
WCC. The PC are grateful for all those who took part in putting together our submission 
of evidence that helped convince the judge of our case. 

In the Spring of 2021, following reports that ploughing activities had commenced in 
Texas Field, the PC contacted Natural England (NE) for confirmation that the farmer had 
fully complied with the Environmental Impact Assessment (Agriculture) (England) (No.2) 
Regulations 2006. These regulations require an EIA screening decision from NE before 
any cultivation can be undertaken on land that had not been cultivated in the last 15 
years. The Land Agent subsequently confirmed to NE that the land was disked and 
sprayed in July 2007. In addition, the Land Agent has agreed to advise the PC of plans to 
do any further works at Texas Drive Field to enable the PC to provide residents with 
advance warning of what is proposed.  

Planning 
The PC has continued to review planning applications within the parish and submit 
formal representations to WCC planners.  



During 2020, the PC made submissions to the Government on the proposed ‘Changes to 
the current planning system’ and the ‘Planning for the future’ consultations. In addition, a 
submission was made to the WCC Local Plan Review for a Green Belt for South 
Hampshire. 

In early 2021, the PC began working with neighbouring parish councils to protect the 
green fields between Oliver’s Battery and Hursley, and between Oliver’s Battery and 
Compton & Shawford from the very large-scale proposed developments like ‘Royaldown’.  

The PC encouraged residents to take part in the WCC Strategic Issues and Priorities 
consultation via the ‘Your Place Your Plan’ website. 

In the Spring of 2021, confirmation was received of the terms for the sale of the freehold 
of South Winchester Golf Club by Crown Golf to Bloor Homes. 

The PC continues to support Save South Winchester Campaign Group in resisting 
proposals for inappropriate development around Oliver’s Battery. 

At short notice, the PC recently instigated a short survey to canvas local opinion on the 
SHELAA sites in and around Oliver’s Battery. Responses indicated a low level of support 
for any of the five sites having some potential for development.  Opposition was highest 
for the Texas Field and Port Lane sites (about 95%) and lowest for Maybush and Pitt Vale 
(about 67%).  These two should be considered to be the ‘least worst’ sites.  

However, WCC have subsequently asked the parishes touching the settlement boundary 
of Winchester Town to identify sites that could deliver 250 – 300 dwellings (out of a total 
of 3,000 for the whole district). 

The PC will continue to work with the other local parishes to develop a suitable response 
and help shape the next stage of the emerging Local Plan. 

Community Support 
The PC continues to support local community groups through the provision of small 
grants. During the period grants have been made to the Oliver’s Battery Primary School 
Parent Teachers Association to support another excellent fireworks evening in November 
2019, to Oliver’s Battery Countryside Group for public liability insurance cover and to 
charities such as Winchester Citizens Advice and Victim Support who provide support to 
Oliver’s Battery residents.  

Volunteer Groups 
The PC now have three working groups comprising residents and councillors. The Events 
Group identifies and organises community events, for example the Christmas Tree 
adjacent to St Marks, in each of the last 3 years, and the Scarecrow Competition in 2020 & 
2021.  This year’s events also include an Easter Egg Hunt and Platinum Jubilee picnic. The 
Handyperson Group undertakes regular and ad-hoc maintenance tasks within the parish, 
including applying anti-slip stain treatment to play equipment, maintaining the Speed 
Limit Reminder Sign, removing fallen leaves (further volunteers for this group would be 
appreciated). The Sustainability Group held a Green Picnic on the Battery in September 
2021. The event, which was attended by over 200 people, successfully achieved its aim of 
raising awareness of ways to live more sustainably. Further events of a similar nature 
have since taken place and more are planned for the future. Each group has its own 
specific Policy and Terms of Reference. 



Benches 
A programme of bench renovation commenced in the period with some of the work being 
undertaken by local resident Peter Arnold and other work at the Recreation Ground to be 
undertaken by the Handyperson Group. Residents were alerted that, occasionally, 
benches need to be removed for inspection and treatment.  

Defibrillator Awareness Training 
In early September 2019, a group of residents attended a meeting organised by the PC 
that provided Defibrillator awareness training. The evening was very informative and 
provided opportunities for hands on practice in not only the use of the defibrillator but 
also CPR and other first aid techniques. It is intended to repeat the training later in 2022. 
 

Environment 
During 2020, the PC considered an Arboriculture Report on all the trees on land owned 
or leased by the PC. The report looked at both the physiological and structural condition 
of the trees and recommended actions that should be taken. Work on the actions took 
place during 2021. Tree inspections are carried out on a regular basis.  

The lengthsman continues to undertake regular work around the parish, as directed by 
the PC, such as clearing paths and cutting back vegetation.  

Emergency Plan 
In the Autumn of 2019, the PC began the development of an Emergency Plan setting out 
community support, self-help and resilience when faced with difficult or emergency 
situations. The plan was developed with help from the HCC Resilience Group and has 
been shared with police, fire, and ambulance and, locally, with Badger Farm PC. 

Finance 
Attached to this report is a summary of the receipts and payments of the PC for the year 
ended 31 March 2022, showing a comparison with the budget set at the beginning of the 
financial year.  

Communication 
The PC continues to use its website, Facebook page and a regular newsletter as a means 
of communicating with residents. The PC is keen to develop all forms of communication 
to provide up to date and reliable information and news. To this end the PC has a 
Contacts List with over 100 residents. Any residents wishing to be kept up to date on 
specific or general local issues by email are encouraged to provide the Clerk with their 
personal details. 

Conclusion 
The PC is the first tier of local governance and the first point of contact for anyone 
concerned with a community issue. The PC will continue to seek to represent the 
interests of the community as a whole.  

B E Mitchener,  
Chair, Oliver’s Battery Parish Council 


